Sonnet Facts!

s Sonnetto: “little song”
++ All sonnets are 14 lines
< lambic pentameter: fixed 5 beats per line
Ex: So far from home into my deeds to pry
— Sonnet LX1

Shakespearean (English) sonnet
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3 Quatrains; 1 couplet:
o ABAB
o CDCD
o EFEF
o GG
+* There may be a “turn” where the poet changes his thought or turns in another
direction
Most sonnets turn, or shift in tone or focus, after the 1* eight lines—a surprise may
occur in the couplet
1* eight lines=octave
Last 6 lines=sestet
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Sonnetto: “little song”
All sonnets are 14 lines
lambic pentameter: fixed 5 beats per line
Ex: So far from home into my deeds to pry
— Sonnet LX1
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Shakespearean (English) sonnet
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3 Quatrains; 1 couplet:
o ABAB
o CDCD
o EFEF
o GG
There may be a “turn” where the poet changes his thought or turns in another
direction
% Most sonnets turn, or shift in tone or focus, after the 1** eight lines—a surprise may
occur in the couplet
1 eight lines=octave
Last 6 lines=sestet
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