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Welcome 

Common Core 

The Standards were derived from a set of 

anchor standards called the “College and 

Career Readiness Standards,” which 

represent what students should know and 

be able to do upon graduation. 
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How the CCRs Inform the Common Core: 

CCR READING STANDARD 1: 

Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly 

and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 

textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

   ELACC7RL1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

 

Foundational Resources 
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Mirrors GPS in its Main Divisions 

An Integrated Model of Literacy 

• Processes of communication are closely connected; 

reading and writing tasks are integrated  

• Research and media skills are blended into the 

standards as a whole 

• Students will gather, comprehend, evaluate, synthesize, 

and report on information and ideas to conduct original 

research in order to answer questions or to solve 

problems 
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Literacy Standards 

Grade Bands 6-8, 9-10, 11-12  

 

Literacy Standards for Reading: History and Social Studies 

Literacy Standards for Reading: Science and Technical 

Subjects 

Literacy Standards for Writing:  History, Social Studies, 

Science, and Technical Subjects   

 
***Literacy Standards are embedded in the K-5 ELA Standards of 

CCGPS 

 

Addressing Changes Between  

GPS and CCGPS 
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A New Paradigm… 

“Don’t just take your old state standards out of their boxes and swap in 

the Common Core Standards. [The Common Core state standards] 

are meant as a platform for a new instructional system, not a new list 

of topics for the old instructional system. […] When we turn standards 

into long lists and we tell teachers to ‘cover’ instead of to teach, when 

we give them pacing plans and tell them to cover everything on the 

test, we are ‘covering’ and not learning.”  

- Phil Daro,  
        Strategic Education Research Partnership, Washington, D.C. 

        Common Core Author, Mathematics  
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ELA7R1 The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a  

warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational  

texts.  

For literary texts, the student identifies the characteristics of various genres and  

produces evidence of reading that:  

a. Distinguishes between the concepts of theme in a literary work and the  

author’s purpose in an expository text.  

b. Interprets a character’s traits, emotions, or motivations and gives supporting  

evidence from a text.  

c. Relates a literary work to information about its setting or historical moment.  

d. Analyzes recurring and similar themes across a variety of selections, 

distinguishing theme from topic.  

e. Identifies events that advance the plot and determines how each event explains  

past or present action(s) or foreshadows future action(s).  

f. Analyzes characterization (dynamic and static) in prose and plays as delineated  

through a character’s thoughts, words, speech patterns, and actions; the narrator’s  

description; and the thoughts, words, and actions of other characters.  

g. Explains and analyzes the effects of sound, form, figurative language, and  

graphics in order to uncover meaning in literature:  

i. Sound (e.g., alliteration, onomatopoeia, internal rhyme, rhyme  

scheme)  

ii. Figurative language (e.g., simile, metaphor, personification, and hyperbole)  

iii. Graphics (e.g., capital letters, line length, word position).  

h. Identifies and analyzes how an author’s use of words creates tone and mood,  

giving supporting evidence from text.  

i. Identifies and analyzes similarities and differences in traditional literature from  

different cultures.  

For informational texts, the student reads and comprehends in order to  

develop understanding and expertise and produces evidence of reading that:  

a. Analyzes common textual features to obtain information (e.g., paragraphs,  

topic sentences, concluding sentences, introduction, conclusion, footnotes,  

index, bibliography). b. Identifies and uses knowledge of common graphic features to 

draw conclusions and make judgments (e.g., graphic organizers, diagrams, captions, 

illustrations).  

 

 

c. Applies knowledge of common organizational structures and patterns 

(i.e., logical order, cause and effect relationships, comparison and 

contrast, transitions).  

d. Recognizes and traces the development of the author’s argument for 

and against an issue.  

e. Identifies evidence used to support an argument.  

f. Understands and explains the use of a simple device by following 

technical directions.  

ELA7R2 The student understands and acquires new vocabulary 

and uses it  

correctly in reading and writing. The student  

a. Determines the meaning of unfamiliar words using context clues 

(e.g., contrast,  

cause and effect, etc.).  

b. Uses knowledge of Greek, Latin, and Anglo-Saxon roots and affixes 

to determine  

the meaning of unfamiliar words.  

c. Identifies and explains idioms and analogies in prose and poetry.  

d. Determines word meanings through the use of definition, example, 

restatement,  

or contrast.  

ELA7R3 The student reads aloud, accurately (in the range of 95%), 

familiar  

material in a variety of genres, in a way that makes meaning clear 

to listeners.  

The student  

a. Uses letter-sound knowledge to decode written English and uses a 

range of  

cueing systems (e.g., phonics and context clues) to determine 

pronunciation  

and meaning.  

b. Uses self-correction when subsequent reading indicates an earlier 

miscue (self-monitoring and self-correcting strategies).  

c. Reads with a rhythm, flow, and meter that sounds like everyday 

speech (prosody).  

 

 

e. Identifies events that advance the plot and determines 

how each event explains past or present action(s) or 

foreshadows future action(s).  

f. Analyzes characterization (dynamic and static) in prose 

and plays as delineated through a character’s 

thoughts, words, speech patterns, and actions; the 

narrator’s description; and the thoughts, words, and 

actions of other characters.  

g. Explains and analyzes the effects of sound, form, 

figurative language, and graphics in order to uncover 

meaning in literature:  

i. Sound (e.g., alliteration, onomatopoeia, internal rhyme, 

rhyme scheme)  

ii. Figurative language (e.g., simile, metaphor, 

personification, and hyperbole)  

iii. Graphics (e.g., capital letters, line length, word position).  

h. Identifies and analyzes how an author’s use of words 

creates tone and mood, giving supporting evidence 

from text.  

 



1/24/2012 

8 

How will the 7th grade standards be changing? 
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Changes for Grade 7 

New to Grade 7 
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Leaving Grade 7 

Language Progressive Skills 
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Exploring the Standards 

Standards-based Instruction 

• We will all still be teachers of reading and writing 

• There is an expectation of great complexity in texts 

• Informational texts must represent 50% of reading 

• Tasks will be more integrated and will never be taught in isolation 

(while you will have focus standards, you will not teach a single 

standard or genre in isolation) 

• All standards will be mastered through recursive attention 

throughout all four yearly instructional units  
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New Lexile Expectations 

        

DETERMINING 

TEXT 

COMPLEXITY 



1/24/2012 

13 

Integrated Instruction 

 

• http://engageny.org/resource/the-

gettysburg-address-a-curricular-exemplar-

in-literacy/ 

• David Coleman  

Sample Unit Plan: Fantasy 

and Science Fiction 

Grade 7, Literary Focus 
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7th Grade Curriculum Map 

 

 
IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS 

COLLEGE AND 

WORKFORCE 

READY: CCGPS 

DETERMINE ACCEPTABLE 

EVIDENCE 

PLAN INSTRUCTION 

GATHER, COMPREHEND, 

EVALUATE, SYNTHESIZE, AND 

REPORT ON INFORMATION 

FROM COMPLEX TEXTS, 

CONDUCT ORIGINAL 

RESEARCH, SOLVE 

PROBLEMS  

INTEGRATED 

INSTRUCTION 

BASED ON MAPS 

BACKWARD DESIGN 

The big picture 
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IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS 
Meet standards RL1-RL10/RI1-10/W1-10/SL1-6/L1-6 

GATHER, COMPREHEND, 

EVALUATE, SYNTHESIZE, AND 

REPORT ON INFORMATION 

FROM COMPLEX TEXTS, 

CONDUCT ORIGINAL RESEARCH, 

SOLVE PROBLEMS  

DETERMINE ACCEPTABLE 

EVIDENCE 

PLAN INSTRUCTION 

EXTENDED TEXT/SHORT TEXTS 

ANALYSES: INDV. VS. SOCIETY 

GENDER & IDENTITY 

PERS AND POL ISSUES IN AMLIT 

INDV VS. NATURE 

RESEARCH: EVOLUTION OF PERS 

RESPONSIBILITY IN US (ETC.) 

RESEARCH 

PEER REVIEW 

NEWSPAPER 

MOCK TRIAL 

DEBATE 

DRAMATIC PRESENTATION 

SOCRATIC SEMINAR 

ACADEMIC CONFERENCE 

FIELD TRIP (ETC.) 

 

 
 

 

BACKWARD DESIGN 

In Unit Planning 

Addressing the Reading Standards:  

Choosing Appropriate Texts 
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Evaluating  

the Texts 

Finding Lexiles 

http://www.lexile.com/analyzer/ 
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Addressing the Writing Standards:  

Constructing Appropriate Writing Prompts 

A New Focus 

• Prompts will address HOW an author creates tone, 

mood, characterization, and other literary effects 

• Prompts will address WHY the author wishes to achieve 

these effects 

• Prompts will NOT address “WHAT” 

• ALL writing cites specific textual evidence 
     In this way we scaffold analysis skills and move away from simple summary 
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Planning Tools to Ensure Integration 

Daily  

Instruction 

Examples 
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Accessing 

Resources 

Resources 
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ELA Reporter 

& 

Joining our 

ListServ 
join-ela-6-8@list.doe.k12.ga.us 

YOUR QUESTIONS 
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Thank you for participating in this CCGPS Professional Learning Session.   
We value your feedback.  Please go to the following website, take the  

anonymous feedback survey, and complete the participation log to  
receive a certificate of participation:  

http://survey.sedl.org/efm/wsb.dll/s/1g10a 
 

If you have questions, feel free to contact any of the English language arts or 
Mathematics staff at the following email addresses: 

 

     Sandi Woodall, Georgia Mathematics Coordinator  Kim Jeffcoat, Georgia ELA Coordinator 
     swoodall@doe.k12.ga.us   kjeffcoat@doe.k12.ga.us 
 

     James Pratt, Secondary Mathematics   Susan Jacobs, Secondary ELA  
     jpratt@doe.k12.ga.us                          sjacobs@doe.k12.ga.us 
 

     Brooke Kline, Secondary Mathematics  Sallie Mills, Elementary ELA 
     bkline@doe.k12.ga.us                          smills@doe.k12.ga.us  
 

     Turtle Gunn Toms, Elementary Mathematics                         Andria Bunner, Elementary ELA 

     tgunn@doe.k12.ga.us                           abunner@doe.k12.ga.us   
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