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>>MALE N ARRATOR:

GEORGIA’'SCOASTAL WATERSCONTAIN A VAST ARRAY OF INCREDIBLE
MARINE LIFE. WE'LL TAKE A LOOK AT SOME OF OUR MOST NOTABLE
MARINE ANIMALS, ASWELL ASA FEW THAT YOU MIGHT NOT BE AWARE OF.
NEXT ON GEORGIA OUTDOORS

>>FEMALE N ARRATOR: FUNDING FOR GEORGIA OUTDOORSHASBEEN
MADE POSS BLE BY A GRANT FROM MARY HALL SNGLETON, AND BY THE
IMLAY FOUNDATION

>>MALE N ARRATOR: MOST OF THE EARTH'SSURFACE ISCOVERED BY
WATER...OVER SEVENTY PERCENT. THE ALLURE OF WHAT LIESBENEATH
OUR OCEANS-THE ENDLESSPARADE OF SPECIES, COMPLEX ECOSYSTEMS,
AND UNCHARTED HABITATS, HASINSPIRED WONDER, AWE, FEAR, AND
RESPECT FOR CENTURIES.

THOUGH OUR UNDERSTANDING OF MARINE LIFE ISFAR MORE REFINED
TODAY THAN IN TIMESPAST, MYSTERIESSTILL REMAIN ABOUT THE
DELICATE WEB OF LIFE BENEATH THE OCEAN’SSURFACE. GEORGIA’S
COAST HOSTSA VARIETY OF SPECIES, SOME WELL KNOWN AND OFTEN
SEEN, OTHERSMORE OBSCURE BUT NO LESSFASCINATING. MUCH OF THE
DIVERSITY OF GEORGIA’SMARINE LIFE CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO OUR
UNIQUE GEOGRAPHY....

>>Woodward:

Georgiaislocated in an areathat’sreferred to asthe centrd south Atlantic bite,
Because of our location in the centra south Atlantic bite.. That mixing zone
crestes arange of habitats al the way from fresh tidd to ocean water sdinities,
S0 just about anything you can think of we've got alittle bit of it in coastd
Georgia

Thewide diversity of sealifein Georgia, you can divideit out into the
vertebrates and invertebrates. .. typicdly the vertebrates are a more advanced
animd lifeform, less abundant than the invertebrates. Theinvertebrates are
things we think about like crustaceans such as blue crabs, sand dollars...sea
pansies, just awhole variety of organisms who their populations probably
numbers in the millions billions and trillions of animds, and then the vertebrates
you move over to the fishes, the modern fishes..., king mackerd, species like
that. Then thereptiles...seaturtles are the most prominent in the reptile fauna
in the ocean...the sharks are sort of in between the vertebrates and invertebrates
because they have cartilaginous skeletons but they are ill classified as
vertebrates. Then you've got the marine mammdls, the bottlenose dolphins, the
variety of whaes tha trangt through our waters. Theright whae being the one
that most associated with coastd Georgia

>>N ARRATOR: FROM CORALS, TO JELLYFISH, TO CRABSAND SHRIMP,
INVERTEBRATESINHABIT EVERY NOOK AND CRANNY OF OCEAN HABITAT,
AND FORM THE FOUNDATION OF THE MARINE ECOSYSTEM. MARINE
INVERTIBRATESINCLUDE MOLLUSKSLIKE CLAMSAND OYSTERS,
ECONODERMSSUCH ASSTARFISH AND CRUSTACEANS. SHRIMP AND CRAB
ARE TWO CRUSTECEANSTHAT HAVE BECOME SYNONOMOUSWITH COASTAL
GEORGIA...WHETHER SHRIMPING WITH A CAST NET, ASANE NET, OR
SETTINGA CRAB TRAP, SHRIMPING AND CRABBING HAVE LONG BEEN
TRADITIONAL PASTTIMESON THE COAST, BUT JUST A FEW YEARSAGO,
POPULATION OF THESE CREATURESSEEMED IMPERIL PARTICUALARLY ONE
OF OUR MOST RECOGNIZED CRAB SPECIES, THE BLUE CRAB.

>>Woodward: The prolonged drought that we experienced in coastd Georgia
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from the late 90's to the early part of the 212 century had adevastating impact
on theblue crab. Our scientific surveysindicated that the populaion declined
to aout 90 percent off the long-term average. We took some extrameasures to
protect the blue crab population; we prohibited the harvest of egg bearing
females. That prohibition is currently still in effect... population is back now,
we've got an abundance of blue crab in our waters, but it's akeystone species,
and during the drought people became alot more sensitive to the fact that an
animd tha once appeared to be virtudly unlimited in abundance could
drastically decline when environmenta conditions were unfavorable.

>>NARRATOR: ONE OF OUR COASTAL CRABSISN'T A CRAB AT ALL.
GEORGIA'SBEACHESARE HOME TO THE HORSESH OE CRAB.

>>Brochman: Well, they are avery ancient cregture ...been around for literdly
millions and millions of years. Externaly physicaly unchanged...got through dl
of those mass extinctions. There's nothing that'sredly closdly related. They're
not crabs a dl, they're more closdy related to arachnids and scorpions and
things like tha.

For some reason people have this belief that they can be harmed by them and
thisis completely untrue, that tail, that long tail is so that they can right
themsdves. They gick thetail into the ground and flip themselves over so it's
not adefensivethingat dl...

>>NARRATOR: THOUGH THEY SPEND MUCH OF THEIR LIVESIN OFF-
SHORE WATERS, HORSESH OE CRABSCAN OCCASIONALLY BE FOUND
WANDERING OUR BEACHES... IN THE SPRING, HORESESHOE CRABSCOME
TO THE BEACH IN VAST NUMBERSTO SPAWN.

>>Brochman:

Horse shoe crabs nest on the highest tides that are available during a month.
The sort of badic pattern isthat there's afemae who swims toward shore The
males are swimming around off shore, they're atracted to these femaes, they
grab ahold, they hold on to the spines on the back of the femaes and then the
two of them go ashore...when they get to the shore, the femde digs down into
the sand...when she gets down alittle ways, she gartsto lay eggs.... Theeggs
are ectudly fertilized outside the body.

Maeswill comein on many tides, so there are dways more maes than females.
And those extramaes, they come and gather around this spawning pair...they
sit there and just dump sperm underneath here so that when she lays eggs ther€'s
sperm both from the atached mae and the satdlite males.

>>N ARRATOR: EACH FEMALE LAYSUP TO 80,000 EGGSIN THE SAND AT A
TIME, ADELICIOUSMEAL FOR MIGRATING SHOREBIRDS. IN THE UNITED
STATES, DELAWARE BAY ISFAMOUSFOR ITSH ORSESH OE CRAB SPAWNING
EVENT. THOUSANDSOF BIRDSDESCEND UPON THE BEACHESEACH YEAR.
RECENTLY, BIOLOGISTSHAVE DISCOVERED GEORGIA ISHOME TO A
SIMILAR PHENOMENON.

>>Winn: It'sawel studied phenomenon up in the mid Atlantic states, but we
didn't have aclue that it was actudly going on here. But, we started seeing large
concentrations of shorebirds in remote areas on the Georgia coast clearly
feaeding on horseshoe crab eggs.... We gtill know very little about it. We know
that horseshoe crab spawning sites are dispersed throughout the coast There
isn’t one huge concentration area, but the shorebirds know about it. it'sa
matter of timing with the shorebirds coming north and getting ready to fly even
further north up into Canada and the high arctic, even as far away as Alaska. ..

>>NARRATOR: THISGROUP OF TEACHERSISGETTING A FIRST HAND LOOK
AT THISAMAZING PHENOMENON AT THE GREEN EGGSAND SAND
WORKSHOP, LED BY SOME OF THE TOP HORSESHOE CRAB EXPERTSIN THE
COUNTRY.

>>Kunce Horseshoe Crabs are redly interesting because they are considered to
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beliving fossls...and to know tha thislittle critter has survived for so long and
we've had so many other species become extinct and thingsthat it’s interesting
now to see how humans have affected it. And they've dso been ableto redly
put up with humans...and they're just cool, | mean you flip them over and it's
like whoa, what is thisthing? It's got al these legs and pincers...so, we should
definitely study and get to know more about them...

>>They're coming up from the southern part of South America, Argentina, (?),
the very south tip. They're working their way north now; imagine they're coming
up probably in Brazil, or alittle bit farther north.

>>Graves. Just being out on the beach with them while they're spawning, seeing
the eggs, seeing how the shorebirds are utilizing the eggs and being able to bein
the presence of some of the most well- respected horseshoe crab biologists as dl
thisis going on.

>> Brochman: Horseshoe crab blood for some reason...there's abiochemica
reaction from hsc blood with any toxins that come off of bacteria. Bacteria
produce toxins, horseshoe crab blood is able to recognize those toxins, and it's
extremely sensitive, so it is now used asthe standard....so any type of
injection...anything tha goes into your body, hip replacements...dl of those
things are now tested to make absolutely certain...so it'savery accurate and
vauabletest for picking up on whether things are being produced in a
completely sanitary way.

>>N ARRATOR: THE HORSESHOE CRAB ISNOT THE ONLY CREATURE
ALONG THE GEORGIA SHORELINE THAT HASREMAINED UNCHANGED FOR
THOUSANDSOF YEARS. STURGEON ARE SOME OF OUR OLDEST FISH.
BECAUSE OF ITSVALUE FOR CAVIAR, STURGEON POPULATIONSACROSSTHE
WORLD HAVE BECOME ENDANGERED. DOUG PETERSON OF THE
UNIVERSTY OF GEORGIAHASBEEN CONDUCTING LONG-TERM RESEARCH
ON THE POPULATION OF STURGEON AT THE MOUTH OF THE ALTAMAHA
RIVER.

>>PETERSON: Surgeons are different from other fishesin tha they're avery
primitive species. Surgeons have been around for hundreds of millions of years
dating back to the age of dinosaurs. They're unlike our traditiond bony fishes
like smal mouth bass or large mouth bass because they have a cartilaginous
skeleton and large armored plates caled scoots on the outside of their body that
gives them tha prehistoric dinosaur-like gppearance.

We have two sturgeon projects currently underway in the Altamahariver system.
Thefirg of theseis focusing on the Atlantic sturgeon. The speciesis federdly
protected now and has been since 1996. Unfortunately, over fishing pushed
many populations to the brink of extinction...

We're dso looking a shortnosed stugeon...they're federdly protected under the
endangered species act and have been since the 1970's...short nosed
populations suffered from exploitation and habita destruction, primarily the
congtruction of dams...so our study on shorthose is focusing on the current
gtatus of the population, their biology, their life history and their habitat
requirements here in the Altamahariver system

>>N ARRATOR: IN ORDER TO TRACK THE POPULATION, PETERSON AND
HISTEAM OF STUDENTSFROM THE UNIVERS TY OF GEORGIA CONDUCT A
NUMBER OF TESTS, AND AFFIX RADIO TRANSMITTERSTO SOME OF THE
LARGER SPECIMENS.

>>Peterson: What we learn from this datais not only how many fish arein the
river, but we aso learn what their probable population growth will be...now it
looks like the atamaha population is recovering after a century of commerciad
exploitation. They've been protected for 10 years and we're seeing lots of
juveniles and lots of young adults returning to spawn each year ...

>>NARRATOR: LIKE OTHERANCIENT FISH, STURGEON DO NOT HAVE
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TRUE BONES...INSTEAD THEIR SKELETON ISMADE UP OF SOFT CARTLIDGE.
ANOTHER, MORE INFAMOUSFAMILY OF CARTILAGEN OUSFISHESROAM
THE SEASASWELL...SHARKS, RAYS, AND SKATESHAVE ALSO BEEN OCEAN
RESIDENTSFOR MILLIONSOF YEARS. SHARKSIN PARTICULAR ARE TRUE
MARVELSOF EVOLUTION, HAVING ADAPTED TO PERFECTLY FIT THEIR
IMPORTANT NICHE IN THE MARINE ECOSYSTEM.

>>Belcher: They're basicaly an gpex predator...top of thefood chan, so they
help maintain an ecologica badance...when you think about a cascade pyramid,
obvioudly you start a the bottom with bait fishes, theré'slots and lots of bait
fishes because you're feeding the next tier up so it goeson up theline. If you
remove the top of the chain or remove the sharks, you end up with problems a
your middle levels where you wouldn’t have a species that was normaly
dominant...dl of asudden it would take off and could be causing a problem in
the ecologicd system

>>NARRATOR: THOUGH SHARKSOFTEN INSPIRE FEAR, YOU ARE FAR MORE
LIKELY TO BE STRUCK BY LIGHTENING THAN ATTACKED BY A SHARK. IN
FACT, SHARKSWILL GENERALLY AVOID HUMANS. STILL,IT'SBEST TO
AVOID SWIMMING ORWADING IN THE OCEAN AT DAWN ORDUSK. HUMAN -
SHARK INTERACTION IN GEORGIA ISRARE...YOUR BEST CHANCE OF
SEEINGAONE OF THESE MAGNIFICENT CREATURESIN OUR STATE ISON
THE END OF YOURFISHINGLINE.

>>Woodward: Sharks are one of those things tha are universdly appeding to
fishermen...especialy those who grew up fishing in fresh water. They dways
sort of equate sdt water fishing to matching witswith ashark. And species like
black tips and spinners, they get up to five and six fet, is the common size, and
can weigh 50 to 75 pounds which is a pretty formidable foe on the tackle we
typicaly use...30 pound clasp tackle. We see alot of other sharksin coastd
Georgiatha don’'t grow aslarge as black tips and spinners, the scaloped
hammerheads, the bonnetheads, Atlantic sharp nose...we have awide diversity
of shark speciesin coastd Georgia

>>N ARRATOR: EVEN IF SHARKSAREN'T WHAT YOU'RE OUT FISHING FOR,
YOU'RE LIKELY TO HOOK ONE OF THESE DETERMINED FISH IN GEORGIA
WATERS...

>>Woodward: Well today we're out. We're shark fishing and tarpon fishing out
on Ossabaw Sound. Thetarpon occur in the same habitas that we find alot of
our larger coastd sharks. So any time you go out for aday of tarpon fishing, you
can pretty much assume that you're going to have an opportunity to catch sharks
too.

Onething that anglers need to aways consder is safety when they're handling
sharks and their cousin, stingrays. Sharks obvioudy have sharp teeth and lots of
them, So the best way to handle ashark, if you're not going to keep the shark is
to cut the leeder as close to the hook as you can and leave the hook in the shark
unlessit is very easy for you to remove the hook from tha shark

>>N ARRATOR: ASMOST ANGLERSWILL TELL YOU, HOOKING A STING RAY
ISALSO QUITE ACHALLENGE. THESE BOTTOM DWELLING COUSINSOF THE
SHARK ARE ALSO A COMMON S GHT ALONG OUR COAST .

>>Woodward:

Singrays are another one of those animastha livesin coastd Georgiawaters
that people kind of have alove hate reationship with. They're redly cool
animasto look a, but yet people are justifiably alittle fearful of them because of
the potentid for injury. Pretty much al of our stingrays, with afew rare
exceptions, have abarb on therr tall, so they have the potentid to inflict awound
to ahuman being. The conventiond practice isto shuffle your feet dong the
bottom so that you can make contact with the stingray in a non-threatening
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manner. Instead of stepping directly on the top of it, you sort of bump it and
they’ll swim off harmlesdy. They're not aggressive to human beings. We've got
severd species. Some of them grow to very large sizes. cow nosed rays, spotted
eagle rays. Southern gtingrays can be 4 or 5 feet acrossin the wings.

>>NARRATOR: ONE OF THE MOST IMPRESS VE RAY SPECIESIN COASTAL
GEORGIA ISTHE MANTA RAY... THESE WERE SPOTTED AROUND GRAY’S
REEF, ANATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY. MORE THAN MERE OUTCROPS,
REEFSARE A LIVING PART OF THE OCEAN ECOSYSTEM. TEAMINGWITH A
WIDE DIVERSTY OF CORALS, ANEMONES, AND OTHER INVERTEBRATES
AND REEFSPROVIDE ESSENTIAL HABIT FOR FISH AND OTHER
VERTEBRATES.

>>Bohne Gray'sredf isan areatha is 17 miles off of Sgpeo Idand. The
centra portion of the Georgia Coast, and it's 60 to 70 feet deep, abeautiful area
of live bottom habitat which isrock outcroppings that are covered with
invertebrates and other sealife. A very colorful areato visit if you're ascuba
diver, and that habitat in turn creates awhole food chain so you have avariety of
fish and even marine mammalstha you'll find a graysreef, and seaturtles. Just
agrest areato dive and explore.

>>NARRATOR: GRAY'SREEF ISN'T THE ONLY STRUCTURE ON GEORGIA’'S
OCEAN FLOOR. OVER THE YEARS, THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCESHASCREATED A SERIESOF ARTIFICIAL REEFSWHICH ALSO
PROVIDE FOR FISH.

>> Andey: Why do we need artificid reefs? Wel for Georgia, our outer
continentd shelf until you get to the gulf stream is about 80 mileswide. And,
mogt of the shdlf isjust gradud, it's flat , mostly sand and shell. There's very
little naturd reef areaon there —basicaly we needed more reef communities near
shore, for fishermen.

WEell, the main purpose of Georgias reef program has been to provide more
accessible fishing opportunities — offshore fishing opportunities for fishermen.
And, that continuesto be our primary purpose.

>>NARRATOR: FISHERMEN IN GEORGIA KNOW THAT ARTIFICIAL REEFSAS
PRIME LOCATIONSFOR CATCHING GAME FISH LIKE KING MACKERAL AND
SHEEPSHEAD. SALT WATER FISHING ISAN INTEGRAL PART OF COASTAL
LIVING, BOTH CULTURALLY AND ECONOMICALLY. THERE ARE ANUMBER
OF IMPORTANT GAME FISH IN GEORGIA. ONE OF THE MOST SOUGHT AFTER
ISTHE RED DRUM, RECENTLY NAMED THE STATE SALT WATERFISH BY THE
GEORGIA LEGISLATURE.

>>Woodward: The red drum, aso known as the red fish or pot tail bassto
locd anglersis one of our most popular sdt-water sport fish speciesin coasta
Georgia. It'savery unique animd in that it'savery long-lived fish. In Georgia
we documented red drum to live in excess of 40 years. Fishermen like them
because they're ahard fighting fish, but yet they can be caught in avariety of
matters. So it's got alittle bit of something for everybody.

> > FEMALE NARRATOR: WHETHER IT’S SHRIMPING AND CRABING,
MATCHINGWITSWITH A KING MACKERAL OR ANGLING FOR LARGE MOUTH
BASS, A GEORGIAFISHING LICENSE ALLOWSYOU TO ENJOY ALL THE
DIVERSE FISHING OPPORTUNITIESGEORGIA HASTO OFFER. FISHING AND
HUNTING LICENSESCAN BE PURCHASED AT OVER 1000 LOCATIONS
THROUGHOUT THE STATE. AND PROCEEDSHELP PAY FOR CONSERVATION
EFFORTS, LIKE MANAGEMENT OF FISH AND GAME POPULATIONS, (?),
MAINTENANCE AND BUILDING OF PUBLIC FISHING AREASAND WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREASAND ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION. FOR MORE
INFORMATION ON BUYINGAFISHINGLICENSE, VIST THISWEBSTE...
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>>MALE N ARRATOR: SOME OF THE MOST HEART WARMING SSGHTSALONG
THE WATERSOF GEORGIA’SCOAST ARE GLIMPSESOF OUR CLOSEST
RELATIVESIN THE OCEAN...THE MARINE MAMMALS. THOUGH A RARE
SIGHT, WHALESAND MANATEESCAN OCCASIONALLY BE SEEN
NAVIGATING GEORGIA WATERS. A FAR MORE COMMON SIGHT IN COASTAL
GEORGIA ISTHE PLAYFUL AND CURIOUSATLANTIC BOTTLENOSE DOLPHIN.
THISGROUPISWITH THE DOLPHIN PROJECT, AVOLUNTEER
ORGANIZATION TRACKING THE POPULATION OF BOTTLENOSE DOLPHINS
IN GEORGIA.

>>| gpolla In the mid 1980s there was adolphin die off dong the east coast,
and literdly dozens of dolphin were washing up dead on the shores. At thetime,
nobody knew what was happening or why. There were theories, and asit turns
out, there redly wasn't alot of information concerning dolphin &t thistime. So
in 1988, agroup of peoplein Atlanta got together and actualy pulled together
some of the leading scientists in dolphin research and developed the dolphin
project as an dl-volunteer organization.

>>Keenoy: The dolphin project does two different types of surveys. Oneisthe
abundance survey, and that is for the purpose of counting the relative number of
dolphin in aspecified zone. The abundance survey not only countsthe rdetive
number, but aso their behavior. We observe if there are any infants or juveniles
and dl of it isthen transposed into a database for the scientific community to
use. The photo survey is specificaly to get close-up shots of their dorsd fin,
which serves astheir fingerprint.

>>Albrecht: | got involved with the dolphin project because | saw an articlein
our locd paper abaut, 13 years ago; went to the training; found it very interesting,
and I've been apart of it ever since.

>>Figlder: Thiswas my firgt trip. The fact that it was kind of a non-profit
organization and it was volunteers and al of the information was coming to the
science center was redly interesting to me.

>>Keenoy:. Um, for me, | think it'stheir face for me. | mean they look like--
when you look at them, and sometimes I've had encounters where it's eye-to-eye
encounters, and it'stotaly avesome.

>> Beddl: Probably because they're just so friendly and they always seem to look
like they're smiling, even though that’s just the shape of their mouth. But | think

that and just tha they will approach humans and that they're just such afriendly

animd.

>>| gpolla when you'rein aboa and and the dolphin comes up and makes eye
contact with you, You know the dolphin islooking a you--- and it's just aone-
to-one connection that you don't find with most animals.

>>Keenoy: For me, the sdlling point is contributing to the knowledge. Whether
it be their numbers, whether it be observing whether they're resident pods,
resdent individuas or traveling. we work, but it’s very enjoyable.

>>N ARRATOR: THE NORTHERN ATLANTICRIGHT WHALE, AN
ENDANGERED SPECIES, ISANOTHER GEORGIA MARINE MAMMAL THAT
GETSALOT OF ATTENTION. STUDIESSUGGEST THAT ONLY 300T0 350 OF
THESE COUSINSTO THE BLUE AND GRAY WHALE REMAIN. GEORGIA
WATERSPROVIDE ESSENTIAL REPRODUCTIVE HABITAT FORTHESE
CREATURES

>>George: Each Fdl, the right whales that are pregnant, migrate al the way
down the Atlantic Coast hugging closdly dong the continenta shelf, and they
come down here to spend the winter months and give birth to caves, and once
the calves are to the point where they can make the migration back, they return
in March and April back to the waters off New England and the Canadian
Maritimes.

>>NARRATOR: THE RIGHT WHALE POPULATION WASDECIMATED
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DECADESAGO DUE TOOVERHUNTING, BUT THE RIGHT WHALE ISNOW A
PROTECTED SPECIES.

>>George: Theright whaes are afederally endangered species. The primary
issue that the public needs to be aware of is actudly the 500-Yard No Approach
Rule. Which means, if you're on the water boating and you see aright whale and
you fed that you'rein close proximity to it, you need to back off and keep your
distance from it or you're actudly technicaly bresking federd rules.

>>N ARRATOR: GEORGIA WATERSARE ALSO HOME TO ANOTHER
CHARISMATIC THREATENED SPECIES—THE LOGGERHEAD SEATURTLE.

>>Dodd: Thelife cycle of loggerheadsiis redly something fantastic, and redly,
up until very recently, there were severd chapters of the story that we just had
no ideawhat happened., the lifecycle sort of begins on a Georgia beach at night,
and these large neting femaes, that can weigh up to 300 pounds, lumber out of
the water, and dig aholein the sand, and drop approximately 115 eggs. They
might do that, uh, four or five times during athree-month period. And then they
leave for the season. And o the eggs develop in the sand for approximately 60
days., the hatchlings emerge a night, so as soon asthey emerge, there'sjust a
whole series of thresatsthat they face. The hatchlings move pretty quickly once
they come out of the nest.

We've actudly done quite a bit of work looking & the status of the population.
S on some of our beaches, we have datathat goes back 30 years, what the data
suggests is approximately a 1.5% decline annudly over that time period. And
that doesn't sound like alot, but when you look over 30 years, you've lost a
significant portion of your population. And it's like acompound interest rate; it
just multiplies on itsdf. And so theré'salot of concern about the status of the
loggerhead's population in Georgia

>>N ARRATOR: LOGGERHEADS, LIKE ALL SEA TURTLES, ARE REPTILESAND
MUST BREATHE AIR TO SURVIVE, BUT THEY CANNOT SURVIVE OUT OF
WATER FOR VERY LONG. OCCASIONALLY, SICK LOGGERHEADSLIKE THIS
ONE ARE FOUND STRANDED ON THE BEACH. |F RESCUED, STRANDED
TURTLESMUST UNDERGO A PROCESSOF REHABILITATION BEFORE
RETURNINGTO THE WILD. NORMALLY, SICK OR INJURED GEORGIA
TURTLESARE SENT TO SOUTH CAROLINA OR FLORIDA FOR
REHABILITATION, BUT CONSTRUCTION ISUNDERWAY TO BUILD A SEA
TURTLE REAHABILITATION CENTERON JECKYLL ISLAND. DR. TERRY

N ORTON HASBEEN INVOLVED IN GETTING THE CENTER ESTABLISHED.

>>Norton: We probably get about 10 to 15 turtles ayear. We expect that the
Georgia Sea Turtle Center will probably see turtles from northeastern Florida as
well as potentidly other surrounding states as needed. ...

>>NARRATOR: ONCE THE CENTER ISESTABLISHED, TURTLESLIKE THIS
ONE WILL HAVE A PLACE TO GO IN GEORGIA...ASWE'VE SEEN, THE SEA
TURTLE ISBUT ONE OF GEORGIA’SMAJESTIC SEA CREATURES, AND
UNDERSTANDING THE VALUE OF SPECIESLIKE THISHELPSUSTO BETTER
UNDERSAND THE COMPLEXITIESOF MARINE ECOSYSTEMS.

>>Woodward: The diversity of life in the oceans has dways been something
that's been very intriguing to man. When you look & wildlife on the land and in
the ar and in fresh water, but when you move into the ocean, it comesin al
shapes and sizes and descriptions... Over time we've become much more
knowledgeable and much more sensitive to the fact that our life on dry land is
linked to lifein the ocean and if we're good stewards of what'sin the ocean,
then the benefits are going to come back to us and our life on land is probably
going to be very enriched by that.

>>FEMALE N ARRATOR: FUNDING FOR GEORGIA OUTDOORSHASBEEN
MADE POSSIBLE BY A GRANT FROM MARY HALL SNGLETON, AND BY THE
IMLAY FOUNDATION
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