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Video Audio 
TEASE: 
GENERAL GOLF FOOTAGE. 

>>MALE N ARRATOR: 
FOR DECADES STATE PARK GOLF COURSES HAVE OFFERED 
GOLFERS A CHANCE TO ENJOY THE OUTDOORS WHILE 
IMPROVING THEIR SHOT.  JOIN US AS WE TAKE A LOOK AT 
SOME UNIQUE RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES IN OUR STATE 
PARKS…NEXT ON GEORGIA OUTDOORS. 

SHOW OPEN 
>>FEMALE N ARRATOR: FUNDING FOR GEORGIA OUTDOORS 
HAS BEEN MADE POSSIBLE BY A GRANT FROM MARY HALL 
SINGLETON, AND BY THE IMLAY FOUNDATION 

 >>Carver: 
Golf is like a therapy. Many people, when they get on the golf 
course, they stop thinking about their problems. They get involved 
in the game and they kind of forget everything else. 

 >>Kantala: 
It’s a game of patience. It’s a game of inches. And there’s no 
absolutes. 

 >>Voigt: 
I like to be with my friends, and I like to be outside. 

 >>Hayes: 
Well, you’re always playing against yourself. Now we have a lot of 
fun playing against each other, but you’re always trying to beat 
your best score. 

 >>Manley: 
 I just feel more powerful when you just hit the golf club. It’s an 
exhilarating feeling  

 >>Phillips: 
I’ve been playing for about seven years. It’s challenging and 
teaches you a lot of things, and it’s just mostly fun. 

 >>Gross: 
You get to be one with nature, and still do some sporting 
activities…good fun. 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
GOLF IS ONE OF OUR OLDEST AND MOST POPULAR GAMES, 
BUT BECAUSE OF THE AMOUNT OF SPACE THEY TAKE UP, GOLF 
COURSES GENERALLY DON’T HAVE A REPUTATION FOR 
HELPING THE ENVIRONMENT.   HOWEVER, SOME COURSES 
DO MAKE AN EFFORT TO LESSEN THEIR IMPACT ON PLANT 
AND ANIMAL LIFE.  IN GEORGIA, SOME OF THE MORE 
ECOLOGICALLY-FRIENDLY COURSES CAN BE FOUND IN OUR 
STATE PARKS. THERE ARE 8 STATE PARK COURSES FOUND IN 
ALMOST EVERY CORNER GEORGIA, AND THEY PROVIDE AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO ENJOY THE OUTDOORS WHILE SHARPENING 
YOUR GAME. 

 >>Page: 
State park golf courses started in 1966 with nine holes at Little 
Ocmulgee State Park Golf Course. 
At the time, local legislators and constituents in the area thought 
that this would be a good way to promote economic 
development…kind of bring some tourist dollars in; to get people 
out to enjoy the state park to give them another recreational 
opportunity besides the hiking and camping and all that. What 
really sets the state park golf courses apart is we’re a golf course 
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that’s in a natural setting inside a state park. People are very 
surprised when they play our courses; how great the quality is; our 
standards. They compare those to a lot of private resort-type 
courses that we’re just as good as or better. People that usually 
come play us for the first time come back. So we’re out there, and, 
you know, we’re located in parts of the state that you may not 
have ever been to, and when you get there, you want to come 
back.  

 >>N ARRATOR: 
THE GAME OF GOLF ATTRACTS A VARIETY OF PEOPLE. 
THOUGH LONG CONSIDERED A MEN’S GAME, THESE DAYS, 
MANY WOMEN ARE HITTING THE FAIRWAYS.  THIS GROUP OF 
GIRLS IS HERE TO GET SOME POINTERS AT THE HIGHLAND 
WALK COURSE AT VICTORIA BRYANT STATE PARK. 

 >>Gross: 
We’re going to cover a little mid iron, and then some long irons 
and then  have everbody hit woods. 

 I was approached by someone who works for the USGA, out of 
Atlanta, they knew we were actively involved with kids here at 
Highland Walk Golf Course, and they were looking to expand a 
new program just for girls.  

 Go ahead and take your grip, set up over it…good…now bring 
the club to the top of your swing and stop…okay, good. 

 I enjoy teaching the kids, and the girls especially, because you can 
really see the changes with them personality-wise, and when they 
hit a good one, you see the fire in their eyes, they just, they light 
up.   
 
What’s your target? Where are you trying to go? Better, much 
much better. Okay, feel the difference. See how it held its line 
better? 

  
 It’s just neat to help them out and grow with them and be there 

for them when things aren’t going so good. That’s partially why we 
have an annual program. This goes on from January through 
December because golf’s an ongoing game. You can’t learn it in a 
month.  
Arms more up, the moment they get this way, that’s when you 
fight that hook a little bit. 

 >>Manley: We’ve been taking the clinic with Carl for about a year. 
I’ve learned a lot about my game. I’ve learned a lot. It’s helped my 
golf confidence, my playing, and I just, I really enjoy it a lot now.  

 >>Gross:  
Remember that letter “L” we talked about before? Trying to get 
that “L” working with the left arm and the shaft. Getting that 
extension up there. 
 
>>Royston: 
He’s a very good coach, and I think he has a good, well-organized 
thing going here to teach us how to play the game of golf. It’s a 
life-long sport that you can play whenever. 

 >>Gross: 
Good one, very good there Brooke…okay? 

 >>Fleeman: 
Well I used to not be good at putting at all, but now I’ve gotten a 
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lot better at putting. I normally can’t aim the ball right. I always hit 
it in the wrong direction, and so I’ve tried to work really hard on 
that. 

 >>Gross: 
Look at that!  Much better Meagan. 

 A lot of kids are not team-sport oriented, so the game of golf is an 
individual sport. Golf tends to be more of a mental sport than 
physical as well. There’s a lot of intergame stuff that takes place 
with golf, there are a lot of different facets to the game. 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
IT’S APPROPRIATE THAT THESE GIRLS ARE LEARNING THEIR 
GAME AT HIGHLAND WALK.  THE COURSE IS LOCATED AT 
VICTORIA BRYANT STATE PARK, ONE OF THREE STATE PARKS 
NAMED FOR WOMEN. 

 >>Gross: 
Originally it was known as Victoria Bryant Golf Course. It was a 
nine-hole public golf course ….and in 2001, they decided to make 
it an 18-hole golf course, and during that time they changed the 
name. So it’s now Highland Walk Golf Course at Victoria Bryant 
State Park.  

 >>N ARRATOR: 
THE ROLLING HILLS OF HIGHLAND WALK PROVIDE MORE 
THAN SCENERY.  IT’S CONSIDERED TO BE ONE OF THE MOST 
DEMANDING COURSES IN THE STATE PARK SYSTEM 

 >>Gross: It is a hilly, shot-making golf course in that it is kind of 
narrow, and the steep hills force you to hit the ball pretty straight. 
So the average player finds it a very tough test because it is 
challenging, yet not super difficult. 

 Being a state park golf course, it’s always going to be a natural 
setting. You won’t have any homes around the golf course at a 
state park. There’s a lot of natural beauty to it. We are very 
ecologically sensitive.  We are careful with our maintenance 
practices, pesticide applications. Hole number twelve has a creek 
in it, so we do not use any power equipment near it.  

  
 

  >>N ARRATOR: 
LIKE ALL OF THE STATE PARK COURSES, HIGHLAND WALK IS 
AFFORDABLE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 

KARL GROSS 
PGA General Manager  
Highland Walk Golf Course 

>>Gross: 
For anyone who is just interested in getting into the game or 
wanting to bring their family members out. We want anyone who 
is interested in playing to come out and play the golf course.  
Being a state-run facility, it is open to anyone who would like to 
try the game.  

 >>N ARRATOR:  
JUST A FEW MILES FROM HIGHLAND WALK, ARROWHEAD 
POINTE AT RICHARD B. RUSSELL STATE PARK OFFERS ITS 
OWN UNIQUE GOLFING EXPERIENCE.  MUCH OF THE COURSE 
LIES ON A PENINSULA, SURROUNDED BY LAKE RICHARD B. 
RUSSELL.   TEN HOLES ARE BORDERED BY WATER.  IN 2005, 
GOLF DIGEST N AMED ARROWHEAD POINT THE NUMBER TWO 
NEW AFFORDABLE GOLF COURSE IN THE COUNTRY. 

ARNIE PAGE >>Page:  
Arrowhead Point is a very unique golf course. It’s our first golf 
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course that’s actually on a major reservoir. It’s kind of like a 
premier course. I know if you play a lot of courses in this area, like 
on Lake Oconee, it’s comparable to that, but it’s on the state park 
setting. You can see osprey flying over when you’re playing the 
course. And the neat thing is there’s not any development around 
Lake Richard Russell. 

 >>Woman: 
Yes! Ohh, in the hole! 
>>Johnston: 
Well the back nine is fabulous. I mean it’s just beautiful. The lake, 
I mean, it’s just, you can’t be it.  

 >>N ARRATOR: 
BECAUSE CHEMICALS USED TO TREAT THE GREENS CAN 
RESULT IN HARMFUL RUNOFF, NATURAL BUFFER ZONES 
SEPARATE THE GREENS FROM THE LAKE.   THIS ATTENTION 
TO CONSERVATION DOESN’T END ON THE FAIRWAYS.  THE 
CLUBHOUSE WAS BUILT ACCORDING TO A SPECIAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM CALLED LEED OR LEADERSHIP 
IN ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN. 

 >>Legg: 
This is the first building outside of Metro Atlanta to be LEED 
Certified. We’re also, I believe, the first golf course clubhouse in 
the nation to be LEED Certified. It sets an example for 
environmental protection, what we can do in our state. 

 >>N ARRATOR:  
ARROWHEAD POINT IS NOT THE ONLY GOLF COURSE AT 
RICHARD B. RUSSELL STATE PARK.  DISC GOLF IS A GROWING 
SPORT, AND THE COURSE AT RICHARD B. RUSSELL IS ONE OF 
THE BEST IN GEORGIA.  THESE PLAYERS ARE GEARING UP FOR 
THE ANNUAL LAKE RUSSELL OPEN.  

 >>MALE:  
…LET’S CRANK IT UP! 
 

 >>Eaton: 
Disc golf was created back in the 1970s and it’s gone through 
stages of progression to actually get more formalized with 
tournaments and that. 

 >>N ARRATOR:  
THOUGH A DISC IS USED IN PLACE OF A BALL, AND A BASKET 
HAS REPLACED THE HOLE, THE GAME OF DISC GOLF HAS A 
LOT MORE IN COMMON WITH ITS MORE TRADITIONAL 
COUNTERPART THAN YOU MIGHT THINK. 

 >>Eaton: 
The discs themselves are similar to a Frisbee. There’s different 
plastics. You’ve got different discs that you use, just like you do in 
golf, different clubs.  

 >>Hatcher: 
There are basically three types of discs: there’s a putter, there’s a 
midrange, and a long range. Discs are just like golf clubs. 
Everybody has their own preference.  
 

 >>Eaton: 
There’s a lot of psychological aspects to the game too: strategies of 
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throwing, that type of thing. There’s a lot of different techniques 
for throwing drives than the old traditional throwing the Frisbee. 
People throwing overhead. 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
THERE ARE TWO OTHER DISC GOLF COURSES IN THE STATE 
PARK SYSTEM.  ONE AT CLOUDLAND CANYON, AND THE 
OTHER AT GEORGIA VETERANS. BUT THIS COURSE AT 
RICHARD B. RUSSELL WAS THE FIRST. 

 >>Eaton: 
We put the baskets up in March of ’98. When we first started we 
had only maybe 30 people play, 30 rounds in a month, then it went 
all the way up to over 350 players playing in a month.  

 >>Centofanti: 
I like this course, it’s got some open areas, long drives, little bit of 
wind, rolling hills, elevation changes is nice. And then you’ve got 
the woods, the tight shots where you’ve got to be accurate. So it 
takes a real diverse set of skills. You’ve got a lot of shots where 
you got to bank it left to right, which is a difficult shot for many 
throwers that are right-handed.  

 >>Hatcher: 
I like the combination of the woods and the open course. It’s very 
scenic. It’s a good test of disc golf. You’ve got to have every kind 
of shot in the bag.  

 >>N ARRATOR:  
THE COURSE HERE INCLUDES A VARIETY OF TERRAIN, AND 
PLAYING IN THE FORESTED AREAS OFFERS SPECIAL 
CHALLENGES. 

 >>Owen: 
Generally when you’re playing in the woods, it shortens up the 
holes to make it a little more fair. Basically you just got to be on 
your game, stay away from them. I’ve been playing since about 
1995. A course just popped up in my town, heard about it, I went 
out and checked it out, and loved it from the start. I think it’s a 
great game. 

 >>Corder: 
Saw the baskets, and just inquired about them at the park office. I 
stopped playing ball golf instantly, and got hooked on disc golf. 
And that was three years ago this month. And I played as an 
amateur for six months, and I turned professional. And I’m ranked 
10th in the state right now.  

 >>N ARRATOR:  
AS WITH BALL GOLF, DISC GOLF HAS A GROWING PRO 
INDUSTRY.  THIS TOURNAMENT INCLUDES A MIX OF 
AMATEURS AND PROFESSIONALS. 

 >>Eaton:  
The Professional Disc Golf Association is the sanctioning 
association over the sport, They’ve got over 10,000 members now, 
with their office down near Augusta, GA. They have a hall of fame 
down there  

 >>N ARRATOR: 
OF COURSE, YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE A PROFESSIONAL TO 
ENJOY THE GAME. 

 >>Eaton: I think disc golf is attractive for two or three reasons. 
One is it’s real relaxing to come out and play. You know if you’ve 
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had a stressful day, you can come out and rip it, and you may not 
care where it goes the first few times. And it’s very inexpensive to 
play compared to ball golf. You don’t have to buy a set of whole 
clubs. In this sport you can start off with three or four discs. 

 >>Markette: 
I started playing Ultimate Frisbee first. And it kind of just 
transferred over to this. It’s a lot of fun. I love the way the Frisbee 
flies. 
 
This is how you do it right here.  

 >>Brandon Peek: 
It’s just something I enjoy. It’s just like getting my arm worked up.  

 >>Stephanie Peek: 
It’s really just a great family activity. Get out and enjoy the 
weather. The exercise is great, plus the competition. It’s a lot like 
ball golf, you’ve got the same type of rules, and it’s just a great 
sport. 

GEOFACT  
 >>N ARRATOR: 

GOLF COURSES USE A LOT OF WATER FOR IRRIGATION, BUT 
MANY COURSES ARE SWITCHING TO MORE ECOLOGICALLY 
FRIENDLY WAYS TO WATER THE GREENS SUCH AS USING 
RECYCLED WASTE WATER. HERE ARE A FEW WAYS YOU CAN 
HELP CONSERVE WATER IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD. PLANT 
NATIVE OR DROUGHT-TOLERANT GRASSES, GROUND COVERS, 
SHRUBS AND TREES. KEEP YOUR GRASS AT LEAST TWO INCHES 
HIGH TO CONSERVE THE ROOTS. MULCH AROUND YOUR 
PLANTS, BUSHES AND TREES. DON’T OVERWATER YOUR LAWN. 
GENERALLY LAWNS ONLY NEED WATERING EVERY 5 TO 7 DAYS 
IN THE SUMMER. A HEARTY RAIN ELIMINATES THE NEED FOR 
WATERING FOR AS LONG AS TWO WEEKS. FOR MORE 
INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE, VISIT 
THIS WEBSITE.  
 
 
GOLF COURSES REQUIRE A GOOD DEAL OF MAINTENANCE.  
EVERY DAY THE GREENS MUST BE MOWED, WATERED, 
TRIMMED AND TREATED TO MAINTAIN THE LOOK AND 
PERFORMANCE PLAYERS EXPECT.  SOMETIMES, A MAJOR 
OVERHAUL IS REQUIRED.  IN 2005, THE CREEK AT HARD 
LABOR STATE PARK RECEIVED A FACELIFT.  THESE GOLFERS 
ARE HERE FOR THE GRAND OPENING 

 Male: 
“WE’VE GOT A BEAUTIFUL MORNING, LUCKILY FOR A 
CHANGE NO RAIN.” 

 >>Page: 
On opening day today, we decided to do a shotgun start for some 
of the local golfers just to give them a chance to see the course 
before the regular public get to see it. And we just did a shotgun 
start where they could just come out and play the course,  

 >>Phillips: 
One of the problems we’ve struggled with at this golf course for 
many years is our greens. They had the older style 328 Bermuda, 
and it’s always a struggle to maintain them in any kind of playing 
condition. So we actually closed the golf course for two and a half 
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months, and killed the grass that we had on the greens, and 
sprigged in a new turf called Champion Bermuda, and the project 
went very, very well. We’re pleased with the progress.  

 >>N ARRATOR: 
LOCATED NEAR RUTLEDGE, JUST OFF INTERSTATE 20, THE 
CREEK AT HARD LABOR IS THE CLOSEST STATE PARK GOLF 
COURSE TO THE METRO ATLANTA AREA.  ITS PICTURESQUE 
SIGNITURE HOLE FEATURES A WATER WHEEL DATING BACK 
TO THE 1920S. 

 >>Page: 
The Creek at Hard Labor Golf Course is a hilly terrain. It’s a short 
course if you look on the scorecard, but it’s a very challenging 
course. You have to use some iron shots off the tee. It boasts one 
of the hardest starting holes within our golf section;  

 >>N ARRATOR: 
BY THEIR NATURE, GOLF COURSES CAN DISRUPT HABITAT 
FOR NATIVE PLANTS AND WILDLIFE.  BUT AT STATE PARK 
COURSES LIKE HARD LABOR, AN EFFORT IS MADE TO 
MINIMIZE THAT IMPACT 

NICK NICHOLSON >>Nicholson: 
Well of course, golf courses, the goal is for folks to be able to 
recreate. And we have to maintain short grass on the greens and 
the fairways, and that requires a good bit of maintenance. It isn’t 
necessarily wild-life friendly but on state parks, we have all these 
surrounding areas and islands of wildlife habitats scattered 
throughout the course that provide tremendous benefits to many 
wildlife species; in particular, some of the songbirds. 

 As you go around the golf course, you’ll see many different types 
of habitats. One very common one is the big, mature pine trees 
with a fairly clean understory underneath them. That’s not the best 
wildlife habitat, but it is real good golf ball habitat. It allows golfers 
to go in a retrieve their balls without running up on poison ivy and 
briars and other things that would make better wildlife habitat. But 
at the same time, because the state park does integrated pest 
management, and does not apply pesticides and herbicides in 
those areas, they are full of insects, and the birds that utilize the 
canopy of those mature trees can go down and utilize those insects 
to feed their young.  

 >>N ARRATOR: GOLFING MAY BE THE NUMBER ONE DRAW TO 
THESE COURSES, BUT A GROWING NUMBER OF BIRDWATCHERS 
ARE DISCOVERING THAT A GOLF COURSE PROVIDES UNIQUE 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR BIRDWATCHING.  IN FACT, THE MEADOW 
LINKS GOLF COURSE AT GEORGE T. BAGBY STATE PARK IS AN 
OFFICIAL STOP ALONG THE SOUTHERN RIVERS BIRDING 
TRAIL. 

 >>Shurling: 
The concept of the birding trail came about three or four years 
ago. I had noticed that we had people coming in, golfers and 
especially some of the golfers wives would come in and tell you 
how many different types of birds that they saw. Jus, the light 
came on one day and I said, well you know, gosh, we’ve got seven 
miles of paved paths out here, so the birders could use golf carts 
during times when the golfers wouldn’t be utilizing the golf 
course, birders could come out and enjoy it as well. So we got 
added to the birding trail.  
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 >>Johnson:  
The Southern Rivers Birding Trail is the second birding trail in 
Georgia.  The first one is the Colonial Coast Birding Trail. There 
are 29 sites on the trail. And here people can actually combine 
birding and golfing. .So that is a really unique experience. 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
WE TAGGED ALONG WITH TWO EXPERT BIRDERS TO FIND OUT 
WHAT SORTS OF BIRDS TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE FAIRWAYS 
HERE. 

 >>Bell: 
Well, when I was a kid growing up in Ireland, I got into birds. 
Birding seriously maybe nine or ten years in Georgia.  
A  lot of  golf courses wouldn’t encourage people to get out and 
walk around looking at nature, looking at birds. I think it’s great 
this golf course they do encourage it. They’re also into planting 
native plants and improving the wildlife habitat. I don’t see any 
conflict with the golfers. They’ve got, you can use these carts and 
stick to the trails. 

 >>Dewberry: 
Well I think this is a great place to bird. I’ve been on a number of 
golf courses over the years even though I’m not a golfer. Golf 
courses have such a diversity of habitats. Where you have grass 
there, you have roughs, you have water. It’s just a real fine place. I 
think that it’s a place that’s been overlooked. 

 >>Bell: 
The breeding birds you’ll find here in good numbers, get good 
looks at them, like blue grosbeaks, like that scrubby habitat. In 
open areas you’ll find loggerhead strikes and then there’s wooded 
habitat as well. There’s a good variety. There tends to be a lot of 
places for birds to perch and you’ll get good looks at them. 

 >>Shurling: 
Around the property, there’s probably about 15 or 20 unique 
birdhouses.  
 
Up on number seven there’s what I would call a Frank Lloyd 
Wright. It’s a very—it’s kind of a futuristic-type home 
 
Down on number 14, for a long time we had a problem with water 
down there, so there’s a little ark down there. And on number 18 
there’s a telephone. If you wanted to call the clubhouse and tell 
them about your good round that you were finishing up. 

 Well link-style is open. You don’t have as many trees. It goes more 
to what you think of British golf courses, where you see the rolling 
terrain and then the natural grasses, native grasses and not too 
many trees. 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STATE, THE LAKES COURSE AT 
LAURA S. WALKER ALSO OFFERS A GOLFING EXPERIENCE IN A 
NATURAL SETTING.  JUST A FEW MILES NORTH OF THE 
OKEEFENOKEE SWAMP, THIS COURSE OF UNDULATING 
GREENS IS DESIGNED TO PRESERVE THE NATURAL BEAUTY OF 
THE LAND. 
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 >>Nagle: 
The lakes is approximately, from where we’re standing, probably 
15 miles to the Okefenokee Swamp. The golf course was designed 
with native habitat in mind, minimal disturbance of the outlying 
areas 
 

 >Page: 
It’s actually built within a state forest, the Dixon State Forest. It’s 
an open course, a very friendly course, kind of short. There’s big 
lakes right in the middle of it. 

 >>Carver: 
We have lakes on hole seven, hole eight, hole nine, hole 18 
The cattails here around the lakes is a very strong indication that 
you’re very close to the Okefenokee Swamp. 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
THE ROUGH AT THE LAKES COURSE IS FILLED WITH NATIVE 
PLANTS SPECIFIC TO THE REGION…SUCH AS WIREGRASS, 
CINNAMON FERN, AND SAW PALMETTO. 

 >>Nagle: 
We’re just in a fairly remote area. You’re apt to see any type of 
wildlife in this region while you’re playing golf. And it’s just kind 
of a getaway-type area that it’s relaxing to be out here 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
JUST NORTH OF THE LAKES, BRAZZELL’S CREEK AT 
GORDONIA ALATAMAHA STATE PARK IS ANOTHER GOLF 
GETAWAY.  HERE, YOU MIGHT SPOT WILD TURKEYS 
WANDERING THE FAIRWAY, OR CATCH A GLIMPSE OF THE 
RESIDENT RED TAIL HAWK.  THIS IS THE ONLY 9-HOLE 
COURSE IN THE STATE PARK SYSTEM, BUT PLANS ARE 
UNDERWAY TO EXPAND BRAZELL’S CREEK TO 18 HOLES. 

ARNIE PAGE >>Page:  
When we do that, this will be our first non-returning nine golf 
course with the state park system. So you’ll go out, when you start 
on number one, you’ll go out, all the way out, play 18 and come 
back to the clubhouse on 18. 

 >>N ARRATOR: THIS ISN’T THE FIRST STATE PARK COURSE TO 
UNDERGO EXPANSION.  CONSTRUCTED IN 1966, THE 
WALLACE ADAMS COURSE AT LITTLE OCMULGEE STATE PARK 
BEGAN WITH 9 HOLES.  IT WAS THE FIRST COURSE ON STATE 
PROPERTY.  LATER, THIS COURSE WAS EXPANDED TO 18 
HOLES.  WITH A 6- ROOM LODGE ON SITE, THE COURSE AT 
LITTLE OCMULGEE HAS BECOME A POPULAR DESTINATION 
FOR TRAVELLING GOLFERS, BUT THE COURSE ALSO ATTRACTS 
A FAIR AMOUNT OF LOCAL REGULARS. 

RIP MANEELY >>Maneely: 
I’ve been coming out here for 15 years. We think the course is 
actually a golfing paradise.  I think it’s a challenge every day to 
come out and play. You challenge yourself 

RAY DAUGHERTY >>Daugherty: 
We play 5 days a week.  Well with a state park, you’re going to see 
a bigger variety of people. And that’s good. We enjoy that. 

LAMAR COOPER >>Cooper: 
I’ve been coming out here I guess about 25 to 28 years, something 
like that. And it’s easy to walk is what I really like about it. It’s not 
very hilly, and it’s not very long from green to tee, and it’s in great, 
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great shape. 
 >>NARRATOR: ONE REGULAR AT LITTLE OCMULGEE DOESN’T 

COME HERE FOR THE GOLF.  THE SANDY SOIL OF THE PINE 

WOODLANDS AROUND THIS COURSE ARE PRIME REAL ESTATE FOR 

THE STATE REPTILE…THE GOPHER TORTOISE.   THESE LARGE 

LAND DWELLING TORTOISES CAN OFTEN BE SEEN SNACKING ON 

THE FAIRWAYS AND BASKING IN THE SUN.  IN FACT, THE GOPHER 

TORTOISE IS THE OFFICIAL SYMBOL OF THE COURSE AT LITTLE 

OCMULGEE. 
 JUST 60 MILES WEST OF LITTLE OCMULGEE, YOU’LL FIND THE 

LAST STOP ON OUR TOUR OF STATE PARK GOLF COURSES.  THE 

GEORGIA VETERANS MEMORIAL COURSE NEAR CORDELE. 
MATTHEW BARNES 
HEAD GOLF PROFESSIONAL 

>>Barnes: 
Georgia Veterans is two and half hours from Atlanta, so it’s an 
easy drive to get here. We have plenty of folks that come out here 
year after year after year, and know about the golf course, and 
know what a great value it is. 
 
It’s got different sorts of terrain all throughout the course. But it’s 
also unique in that it’s a challenging course, but you can also run 
golf balls on to the greens on almost all the holes.  

PADEN AVERA >>Avera: Well, I’ve played other places, but this is my only home 
course. 

HENRY ADAMS >>Adams:  
It’s a beautiful course; well maintained, and most of all, it’s only 
five minutes away. 

JACK ROCHE >>Roche: 
I enjoy playing golf because it’s challenging, and at my age, it’s 
something that I can do fairly successfully  

TRACY JOHNSON >>Johnson:  
Some of the older men. We get together every Tuesday and every 
Thursday, and we just have a good time. We don’t really worry 
about whether we’re shooting 85 or 105. We’re out here to have a 
good time.  

 >>NARRATOR: GOLF ENTHUSIASTS TEND TO BE PASSIONATE 

ABOUT THEIR GAME, AND THE REGULARS HERE AT GEORGIA 

VETERANS ARE NO DIFFERENT, BUT THE PARK ATTRACTS 

ANOTHER GROUP OF PASSIONATE ENTHUSIASTS.  GEORGIA 

VETERANS IS HOME TO THE ONLY MODEL AIRPLANE FLYING 

FIELD IN THE STATE PARK SYSTEM, AND IT ATTRACTS PILOTS 

FROM ALL OVER THE STATE. 
MICHAEL GOODWIN >>Goodwin: 

The history of the model airplane field actually began back in the 
60s. They got some support from the governor and actually 
constructed these small airfields for the model airplanes to land 
on. They looked like a miniature airport.  

CARL CREELY >>Creely: 
I always wanted to fly. The nice thing about these planes here is, if 
you do to have a mishap and you can walk away from them.  

HARRY LAYFIELD >>Layfield: 
I started out here in ’64. 
Once you learn to do it, you just can’t beat the fun of it. If you 
love airplanes. 
 
That’s what’s called a “split edge.” You roll over and then you pull 
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up.  
JEFF ROBERTS >>Roberts: 

It’s been a club that’s been here for probably 20, 30 years. I think 
we’ve got probably on roster now about 32 to 33 members right 
now. 

HARRY LAYFIELD >>Layfield: 
This is a hobby anybody can do, and they can really enjoy it, have 
a lot of pleasure out of it.  

CARL CREELY >>Creely: I would say to find a flying club nearest you, go talk to 
someone, anyone. They’re all a friendly group. They’ll all be more 
than willing to tell you what type of plane you should get, where to 
get it and they’ll even help you build them. And they’ll also take 
you out to the field and teach you how to fly.   

 >>N ARRATOR: 
WHETHER ITS FLYING, DRIVING, OR SIMPLY WATCHING, 
GEORGIA STATE PARKS AND STATE PARK GOLF COURSES 
OFFER UNIQUE OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPERIENCE THE 
OUTDOORS, AND ACROSS THE STATE, THEY ARE YOURS TO 
ENJOY. 

FADE TO BLACK >>FEMALE N ARRATOR: FUNDING FOR GEORGIA OUTDOORS 
HAS BEEN MADE POSSIBLE BY A GRANT FROM MARY HALL 
SINGLETON, AND BY THE IMLAY FOUNDATION  

PHOTO CONTEST PROMO  
  

 


