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Video Audio 
 >>MALE N ARRATOR:  

FROM BRILLIANT FALL COLOR IN THE GEORGIA MOUNTAINS, TO THE 
BLOOM OF SPRING WILDFLOWERS, GEORGIA EXPERIENCES A FULL RANGE 
OF SEASONAL CHANGES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.  WE’LL EXPLORE WHAT 
THIS MEANS FOR OUR NATIVE WILDLIFE, PLUS LOOK AT SOME WAYS TO 
MAKE THE MOST OF OUR FOUR SEASONS, NEXT ON GEORGIA OUTDOORS!  

 
>>FEMALE N ARRATOR: FUNDING FOR GEORGIA OUTDOORS HAS BEEN 
MADE POSSIBLE BY A GRANT FROM MARY HALL SINGLETON, AND BY THE 
IMLAY FOUNDATION 

 >>MALE N ARRATOR: 
AS OUR PLANET MAKES ITS ANNUAL TRIP AROUND THE SUN, THE 
TEMPERATURE SHIFTS AROUND THE WORLD.  GEOGRAPHICALLY, GEORGIA 
IS POSITIONED TO EXPERIENCE EACH OF THE FOUR SEASONS IN 
SIGNIFICANT WAYS. 
 
THROUGH SPRING… SUMMER… FALL… AND WINTER… THE EBB AND 
FLOW OF THE SEASONAL LIFE CYCLE IS DRAMATIC.   WITH CHANGING 
COLORS … NEW BLOOMS …THE COMING AND GOING OF INSECTS… 
MIGRATING BIRDS… HIBERNATING MAMMALS… AND CHANGES IN 
WEATHER. 

  
 IN THE ANIMAL KINGDOM, SPRINGTIME IS PERHAPS THE MOST IMPORTANT 

SEASON, AND THE MOST ACTIVE.  FROM THE BELLOWING ALLIGATORS IN 
OUR SWAMPS…TO THE NIGHTTIME FROG CALLS…TO THE CHIRP OF 
SONGBIRDS, SPRING IS A NOISY AND ACTIVE TIME FOR OUR NATIVE ANIMAL 
SPECIES. 

 >>Ozier: 
Springtime is when things really start happening in the natural world. It’s a time 
when life is being renewed. We often hear the birds singing and think of that as 
a sign of spring, and of course what the birds are doing is they are getting ready 
for nesting season. The males are advertising their availability and they are trying 
to prove they are good providers to attract the females and hopefully reproduce.  
And birds such as ospreys which are not here very much during the winter time, 
springtime they show back up and get ready to nest.  

 >>N ARRATOR: THOUGH BIRDWATCHING IS A PASTIME THAT CAN BE 
ENJOYED YEAR ROUND IN GEORGIA, THINGS GET REALLY EXCITING IN THE 
SPRING.  IN ADDITION TO OUR MATING NATIVES, IT’S ALSO PRIME 
MIGRATION TIME.   IN  THE SPRINGTIME OU CAN SEE A VARIETY NEO-
TROICAL MIGRANTS.  OVER 90 SPECIES OF THESE FAR-TRAVELLED BIRDS 
DEPEND ON GEORGIA’S DIVERSE HABITATS AS AN IMPORTANT STOP 
DURING THEIR LONG MIGRATIONS BETWEEN NORTH, CENTRAL, AND 
SOUTH AMERICA. ANOTHER IMPORTANT AVIAN VISITOR IN GEORGIA IS 
THE ENDANGERED SWALLOW-TAIL KITE. 

 >>Williams: 
Swallow-tail kites are one of the migratory birds that nest in the state of 
Georgia. They typically arrive here the very first part of March and begin 
nesting, building their nest by late March and are sitting on eggs the first 
part of April.  
 
Swallow-tail kites have a very small population. The number of nesting 
pairs is somewhere probably around 1500-1600 birds in the entire 
southeast and if you add in the birds that don’t breed, the young of the 
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year and the birds that aren’t breeding until they’re 3 or 4 years old, the 
whole population in only about 3500 birds and when you add to that the 
fact that they used to have a much larger range, they used to nest in 22 
states, all they way up the Mississippi Valley, all across the south, and 
now they are only found in the heart of the South: South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, across the other southeastern states, over to Texas.  

 >>N ARRATOR: SPRING IS ALSO A GREAT TIME FOR VIEWING SHOREBIRDS. 
 >>Winn: 

The fantastic thing that happens in the spring here is the transformation of these 
gray, drab brown shorebirds that we’ve seen all winter long into these really 
spectacular, brightly colored birds that are getting ready for their breeding and 
nesting season. Many people that learn their shorebird ID, they learn to 
recognize shorebirds in the winter here suddenly are taken back by colors, the 
brightness and the behavior of the birds changes, too…pretty dramatically… 

 >>N ARRATOR: COLOR EMERGES IN THE SPRING NOT ONLY IN THE 
ANIMAL WORLD, BUT IN THE PLANT WORLD AS WELL. 
 
THERE IS SOME TRUTH TO THE PHRASE, “APRIL SHOWERS BRING MAY 
FLOWERS.” IN THE SRPING, THE CLASH OF WARM AND COOL AIR OFTEN 
CREATES THE TURBULANT WEATHER, WHICH DOES HELP TO NOURISH AN 
ABUNDANCE OF PLANT LIFE IN GEORGIA. 
 
IN THE SOUTHEAST, SPRING IS MOST ASSOCIATED WITH THE AZALEA, AND 
WHILE THE EXOTIC ASIAN AZALEA, BECAUSE OF ITS HEARTINESS AND EASE 
OF CULTIVATION IS MOST COMMONLY SEEN BORDERING OUR LAWNS, 
GEORGIA IS HOME TO A NUMBER OF NATIVE AZALEA SPECIES, WHICH CAN 
BE FOUND GROWING WILD ACROSS THE STATE.  

 >>Bruno: 
The deciduous native azaleas are a much more open architectural plant; that is 
the branching structure is much more open and in some cases wide-spreading.  
They can go up to 15-20 feet tall. The biggest differences though are in 
fragrance.  There are no real good fragrances in the exotic hybrids and yet in our 
species azaleas, like this one, the piedmont, rhododendron canescens, the 
fragrance is quite overwhelming. 
 
The early spring air is filled with the fragrance of some of our early bloomers.  
This piedmont that you see here, as well as the Florida, the orange and yellows. 
  

 >>N ARRATOR: THE NATIVE AZALEA IS SO CLOSELY TIED TO OUR STATE, IT 
HAS BEEN NAMED OUR STATE WILDFLOWER.  OF COURSE, IT’S NOT THE 
ONLY WILDFLOWER IN GEORGIA.  FROM BEAUTIFUL ORCHIDS SPECIES LIKE 
THE LADYSLIPPER, TO LESS CELEBRATED VARIETIES. GEORGIA’S 
WILDFLOWERS ARE DIVERSE AND WIDESPREAD.  WE TAGGED ALONG WITH 
NATURALISTS LARRY AND DEBRA DAVIS, ON A WILDFLOWER HIKE IN 
SMITHGALL WOODS, ONE OF GEORGIA’S CONSERVATION PARKS 

 >>Larry Davis: We’ve been conducting wildflower programs here at Smithgall 
woods for a number of years…close to 10 years with the wildflower program.  
And basically these were started to help educate people that were visiting 
Smithgall about the native flowers and plants and things that were not just here 
at Smithgall woods, but also in the surrounding north Georgia area 
>>(To group): Here to the side, we’ve got both foam flower and tooth wort that 
are in bloom. 
>>We’ve had a lot of fun with it and it gives us a good excuse for being out in 
the woods. 
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 We’ve always liked the outdoors, we have spent time studying wildflowers. One 

discovery would lead to another, would lead to another, and basically you might 
say wildflowers grew on us. 
 
>>Debra Davis: I think just the natural beauty of them and photographing 
them, and I tell folks each one has its own personality and I try to capture 
through my photographs the unique personality of each of the flowers so that 
other folks will grow to appreciate the same things that we have grown to 
appreciate over the years. 

 >>N ARRATOR: DEBRA IS AN ACCOMPLISHED PHOTOGRAPHER AND 
SPECIALIZES IN WILDFLOWERS.   SHE’S LEARNED THAT ON HIKES LIKE THIS 
ONE IN EARLY SPRING, MANY OF THE WILDFLOWERS YOU ENCOUNTER 
HAVE YET TO BLOOM.  SO, YOU MUST PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO YOUR 
SURROUNDINGS 

 >>LARRY DAVIS: YOU CAN SEE THAT THIS IS JUST A BEAUTIFUL TRILLIUM 

HERE.  
 >>Debra Davis: Well if you’re running through the woods and not taking time 

to slow down, you’re going to miss a whole lot of things…when you do slow 
down, your eyes are opened up, your stress immediately goes down, and just 
enjoy your surroundings and enjoy what’s here 

 >>Larry Davis: Ok this is one of the lady slipper orchids, also known as 
moccasin flower. It’s said to resemble dancing shoes for ballerinas. This is a 
protected species here in Georgia.  

 >>One of the things that I enjoy the very most about the wildflower hikes is 
like today when we take somebody to show them a flower that they may have 
heard about or read about but have never seen in the wild, and this is their first 
experience, their first time with a particular wildflower and right along with that, 
the children. We get some of the small ones involved with some of these hikes.  
When they start finding things, and we’ll tell them what something is and then 
maybe later ask them if they remember when we point it out again and the kids 
can come back and just pop the answers quickly.  When they start getting 
enthusiastic that way we know that we have planted literally a seed…who knows 
how it’s going to flower…we know that that makes a difference. 

  
 >>Debra Davis: We’re celebrating our tenth year with Smithgall woods, so 

between the two of us right now we’ve got about 10,000 hours, plus  
>>Larry Davis: It never seemed like work. 
>>Debra Davis: Never seems like work. We just get in our truck and it heads 
north. It heads to Smithgall Woods. 

 >>N ARRATOR: IN ADDITION TO OUR WILDFLOWERS, MANY SPECIES OF 
TREES ALSO PUT ON A SHOW IN THE SPRING. 

 >>Hendrick:  
All of our deciduous trees produce actually produce flowers…  The common 
trees are wind pollinated, that would include the oak and maples, and they don’t 
produce very showy flowers, but they contribute a lot to the pollen that we have 
in the air in the spring.  Our trees and shrubs that produce showy flowers like 
the dogwood or the magnolias, those are insect pollinated and they produce 
flowers and produce scents that attract certain classes of pollinators. 

 >>N ARRATOR: IF SPRING IS THE SEASON FOR RENEWED ACTIVITY IN THE 
NATURAL WORLD, SUMMER IS THE SEASON THAT WE HUMANS ARE MOST 
ACTIVE IN THE GREAT OUTDOORS.  WHETHER IT’S LOUNGING ON THE 
BEACH…FLY FISHING IN ONE OF OUR MANY TROUT STREAMS…OR HIKING 
IN THE COOL NORTH GEORGIA MOUNTAINS…YOU’LL FIND AN 
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ABUNDANCE OF HUMANS TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE SUMMER HEAT. 
  
 TEMPERATURES IN THE HEAT OF JULY AND AUGUST OFTEN REACH INTO 

THE NINETIES, AND CAN TOP 100 DEGREES.  SO, NATURALLY, WE 
GRAVITATE TOWARD THE WATER DURING THE SUMMER WHETHER IT’S ON 
THE COAST, IN  A CREEK OR OUT ON THE LAKE. ALL OF GEORGIA’S LAKES 
ARE ACTUALLY RESERVOIRS, CREATED BY DAMS FOR ELECTRICITY, FLOOD 
CONTROL, AND RECREATION. 

 >>Cook:  
Bobby Brown State Park is on Strom Thurmond Lake, which is the largest 
manmade lake east of the Mississippi River.  
In the summertime here there’s a lot of boating, fishing, hiking, bike riding. This 
lake is very popular to fishermen.  

 >>N ARRATOR: YURT CAMPING IS A UNIQUE WAY TO EXPERIENCE BOBBY 
BROWN STATE PARK.  

 01;02;02;00 
A yurt is a unique camping structure. It’s a canvas structure. It’s a round 
structure. It’s 20 feet in diameter. Inside we have light cedar log furniture. All of 
them are situated close to the lake and all of them have a beautiful view.  

 >>Walter Leicher:  
We camp a lot and we love Georgia’s state parks. I think they’re very well-
equipped.  

 >>Ingrid Leicher:  
It’s just different than the normal tenting thing. It’s an experience for them; 
everything for a child that’s different than the usual.   

  
 >>N ARRATOR: FROM THE LAKES TO THE COAST, SUMMER IS ALSO A GREAT 

TIME FOR FISHING…IF YOU’RE LOOKING TO GET OUT OF THE HEAT, TRY 
TROUT FISHING IN THE COOL NORTH GEORGIA MOUNTAINS. 

 >>Durniak:  
We have three species of trout in Georgia.  First one is the brook trout.  And 
that’s the only true native to Georgia. The second species we have is the brown 
trout, and they’re actually an import from Europe over a hundred years ago. The 
last species we have and the most abundant in Georgia is the Rainbow trout.  
And they’re a transplant from the Pacific west coast about a hundred years ago.  

 >>Harris: It’s a surprise to a lot of people that move to this area from other 
parts of the country that have trout fishing, that we have such a good, diverse 
quality of trout fishing in Georgia.  There’s almost 4,000 miles of designated 
trout stream in this state.  That’s an unbelievable number for a Southeastern 
state.  And, of course we have the southernmost trout stream in the United 
States which is the Chatahoochee River through Atlanta.  But, there are Forest 
Service maps that show all the forest service roads and streams.  The department 
of natural resources of Georgia has a Trout streams of Georgia map.   

  
 >>N ARRATOR: AS MOST OF US HAVE EXPERIENCED, SUMMERTIME IS ALSO 

PRIME TIME FOR ARTHROPODS.   DURING THE HOTTEST MONTHS OF THE 
YEAR, GEORGIA IS LITERALLY BUZZING WITH ACTIVITY IN THE INSECT 
WORLD.  

 >>Heimmer:  
A lot of times in the summers we do hear a loud buzzing up in the trees and 
those are the cicadas, and they are very common here in Georgia.  And, a lot of 
children are familiar with them by finding little exoskeletons, little molts stuck to 
the sides of trees.   

 >>N ARRATOR: THOUGH SUMMER IS ALSO THE SEASON WHEN GNATS, 
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FLIES, MOSQUITOES AND ANTS FLOURISH, NOT ALL SUMMERTIME INSECTS 
ARE ANOYANCES…BUTTERFLIES ALSO DO WELL IN THE SUMMER SUN.  
RENOWNED BUTTERFLY GARDENER, JULIE NEEL, KNOWS HER 
BUTTERFLIES, AND WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN NAMING THE TIGER 
SWALLOWTAIL OUR STATE BUTTERFLY. 

 >>Neel:  
The reason I like to have butterflies around so much is if you can look out 
across the garden in the middle of the summer the place is just alive, and it’s just 
dancing out there everywhere. You get so much satisfaction out of being able to 
garden something that you get so much enjoyment out of. 

 >>Johnson: 
Butterflies, I think are some of the most overlooked of our species, they’re very 
charismatic, and very colorful, and easy to see.  But, we don’t really think about 
their important to the whole scheme of things.  I think that one thing that we’re 
learning more as time goes on is that they are great indicators of the health of 
the environment.  They have very specific needs whether it comes to nectar 
plants or larval plants, and if they’re missing, they’re not going to be there.  And, 
so I think the biologists are looking to them more and more as what we need to 
look at when we’re looking at the overall health of an environment 

 >>Female N arrator: The N orth American Butterfly Association’s mission 
is to increase public enjoyment and conservation of butterflies. N ABA 
Butterfly Counts is an ongoing program of N ABA to census the butterflies 
of N orth America and to publish the results. Volunteer participants select 
a count area with a 15-mile diameter and conduct a one-day census of all 
butterflies sighted within that circle. The counts are usually held around 
July 4th for the U.S. Write to this address or visit this website if you are 
interested in participating in a day of butterfly counting.   

 >>MALE N ARRATOR: AS THE WEATHER COOLS, MANY BIRDS MIGRATE TO 
WARMER CLIMATES AND SUMMER BLOSSOMS DISAPPEAR, BUT ANOTHER 
TYPE OF COLOR EMERGES IN THE COOLING GEORGIA AUTUMN. ACROSS 
GEORGIA, MANY OF OUR NATIVE DECIDUOUS TREES PUT ON QUITE A SHOW 
BEFORE LOSING THEIR LEAVES FOR THE WINTER.   

 >>Hendrick: 
The north Georgia mountains are sort of the most popular area for viewing 
color and where we get some of the best development. But because Georgia has 
such a diverse array of tree species both in overstory and understory, you can 
find some degree in color development in almost any hardwood forest within 
the state.    

 >>N ARRATOR: BUT WHY DO LEAVES CHANGE THEIR COLOR? 
 >>Hendrick:  

There are two main classes of pigments in trees that cause the fall colors that we 
see. The first class of pigments are called Keratines. They’re responsible for 
yellows, oranges, some reddish colors. Another class of pigments is called 
Anthocyanins. They’re responsible for the reds and the purple. During the 
growing season, the leaves are green because the leaves are producing 
chlorophyll, which gives the leaves their green color. In the fall the trees stop 
producing chlorophyll. The Keratines, the yellows and the oranges, have been 
present since the time the leaf was formed. Those emerge when the chlorophyll 
is no longer being made.  They Anthocyanins are produced late in the year, in 
the Autumn, so those colors, the reds and purples are actually produced after the 
chlorophyll is no longer being produced. 

 >>N ARRATOR: FALL COLOR VARIES GREATLY FROM YEAR TO YEAR 
DEPENDING ON A VARIETY OF WEATHER CONDITIONS. 

 >>Hendrick:  
Basically we want good growing conditions during the summer, which means 
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principally having adequate amounts of water. Things that will shorten the color 
season or diminish the intensity or vibrancy of the colors include severe 
droughts that occur during the summer or in late summer. It can also include 
early frost that will cause the leaves to be shed before you have the colors 
developed. To get the best color development, we want somewhat dry 
conditions in late summer and early fall and then days that are sunny and nights 
that are cool. 

 >>N ARRATOR: TALLULAH GORGE, LOCATED IN THE NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF THE STATE, IS A POPULAR AREA IN THE FALL.  LIGHT ORANGES AND 
REDS OF NATIVE OAKS AND MAPLES DOT THE STEEP, GRANITE RIM OF THE 
GORGE. 

 >>Tatum: 
We have 10 overlooks on the north and south at Tallulah Gorge State Park. As 
far as viewing-wise these are the best views. By looking off of these, you can see 
the 5 waterfalls, different areas of them, different aspects of them. Now if 
people want to go down to the bottom, we have a staircase system of 600 steps 
to the bottom where actually people can walk to the base of hurricane waterfalls 
and look at it. And you blend that with the fall colors or any time of year, it’s 
really something to see.  

 >>N ARRATOR: WATERFALLS AND FALL COLOR MAKE FANTASTIC SCENERY.  
JUST ASK THE VISITORS HERE AT AMICOLOLA FALLS STATE PARK. 

 >>Pinion: 
The best time to see fall color typically is late October to early to mid 
November. 
Look on Georgia state parks, we have Leaf Watch where you can go on the 
Georgia State Parks website and state parks actually have weekly updates during 
the fall as to what the status of their color change is. 

 >>N ARRATOR: IN THE FAR NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE STATE, 
GEORGIA’S GEOLOGY HAS CREATED ANOTHER GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO 
VIEW THE CHANGING OF LEAVES, CLOUDLAND CANYON.  THE CANYON 
CUTS THROUGH LOOKOUT MOUNTAN, FORMED BY THE FLOWING WATERS 
OF SITTON GULCH CREEK. 

 >>McKinley: 
The species that you’re going to see in the early part of the month are going to 
be things like sumac and poplar trees, which turn early. And then as the month 
of October progresses on into early November, the bulk of your oaks start 
changing like your red oak and your white oak. And that’s what makes for the 
rich colors like the reds and yellows that change throughout the forest.   
 
The Southern mountain states, to me, have always had the most beautiful leaf 
change. And I’ve seen autumn all over the east coast, and I think it’s just as 
beautiful in Georgia as it is anywhere else.  

 >>N ARRATOR: FALLING LEAVES IN GEORGIA ALSO MARK THE COMING OF 
HUNTING SEASON.   DEER AND DOVE ARE TWO OF OUR MOST POPULAR 
GAME SPECIES, AND IN THE COOLING MONTHS OF AUTUMN, HUNTER 
ORANGE AND CAMOUFLAGE ARE COMMONLY SEEN ON OUR PUBLIC AND 
PRIVATE HUNTING LANDS.  N OVEMBER USUALLY MARKS THE BEGINNING 
OF HUNTING SEASON FOR ONE OF OUR MOST POPULAR GAME BIRDS, 
BOBWHITE QUAIL.   

 >>Thackston: Well in the fall and winter, bobwhite quail are coveyed up into 
groups and that’s the time of year that we have the quail season. Hunting has in 
no way detrimentally impacted bobwhite populations. The decline of bobwhites 
has been strictly because of landscape habitat changes, and hunting actually 
generates funds to help support conservation efforts that keep quail and other 
wildlife healthy out on the land.  
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 THIS MORNING, DR. ALAN MAXWELL HAS INVITED SOME FRIENDS OUT 
FOR AN EXCITING MORNING OF HUNTING ON HIS SOUTH GEORGIA FARM.  

  
 >>Maxwell: Today I brought, from Milledgeville, some real good friends of 

mine, Jimmy Adams and his sons Justin and Jordan Adams. This is Jordan’s first 
quail hunt ever.  

 >>Jimmy Adams:  
I got started quail hunting when I was probably around 13 years old. And I just 
developed a love for being outside and hunting and especially watching the dogs 
work.  

 >>Justin Adams:  
Oh it’s great weather today, but the terrain is pretty rough. You’ve just got to 
plow through everything. 
  

 >>Jordan:  
I’ve been hunting for about 3 years, and this is my first time quail hunting. 
It’s fun.  

  
 >>Maxwell:  

I think quail hunting is an excellent way to get people tied into the environment. 
There’s a lot of benefits of appreciating the outdoors. 

 >>N ARRATOR: THIS LAND IS GREAT QUAIL HABITAT.  IT HAS BEEN 
SPECIALLY MANAGED UNDER A PROGRAM CALLED THE BOB WHITE QUAIL 
INITIATIVE. 

 >>Thackston: The habitat for bobwhites and many other species has declined 
just because of the changes in ways that we manage the land. At one time 
associated with farming and forestry practices, we had a sea of broom sedge and 
briars and weeds that provide the bugs and the seeds and the other types of food 
and cover that bobwhites need. But as landscapes has changed and we’ve lost 
farming in some areas and in other areas it’s much cleaner farming, so it doesn’t 
produce the weeds, briars and bugs. We’ve seen declines in those species. The 
Bobwhite Quail Initiative promotes the establishment of field borders and hedge 
rows and fallow field corners around crop fields, promote the good ground 
cover that bobwhites and many other wildlife species need to thrive.  
 

 >>Rutlidge: 
Quail use different habitats throughout different times of the year, but primarily 
what we’re focusing on is early successional habitat, you know, weeds and native 
grasses, native warm-season grasses. 

 >>Maxwell:  
What we try to encourage is the rag weed and other weeds too, partridge peas. 
But particularly ragweeds. And when the quails hatch, early June, middle of June, 
they’re going to have an overstory over their head and have insects falling off the 
weeds.  

 >>Thackston: Georgia has a rich tradition of quail hunting. It’s part of our 
wildlife heritage and cultural legacy. And as quail populations have declined, that 
cultural heritage has declined as well. We’ve seen hunting numbers decrease and 
it’s just an important part of the heritage of the south to get out on the back 40 
and go quail hunting. It’s a great form of outdoor recreation, and we hate to see 
that lost.   

 >>N ARRATOR: QUAIL HUNTING SEASON CONTINUES THROUGH THE DEAD 
OF WINTER.  THIS IS THE TIME OF YEAR WHEN MOST OF US PREFER TO 
REMAIN INDOORS.  THOUGH GEORGIA DOESN’T RECEIVE THE AMOUNT OF 
WINTER WEATHER SEEN IN THE NORTHERN STATES, WE DO OCASSIONALY 
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GET A TASTE OF WHAT WINTER IS LIKE FOR OUR NORTHERN NEIGHBORS, 
ESPECIALLY IN THE NORTH GEORGIA MOUNTAINS.  

  
 LIFE IN THE NATURAL WORLD ALSO SLOWS DOWN IN THE WINTER, AS 

PLANTS AND ANIMALS PROTECT THEMSELVES FROM HARSH FREEZING 
TEMPERATURES. 

 ONE SPECIES YOU MIGHT SPOT IN THE WINTER IS THE VULTURE.  MANY 
OF THESE MEMBERS OF THE STORK FAMILY MIGRATE FROM THE NORTH TO 
WINTER IN SOUTH GEORGIA.  A LARGE CONGREGATION COLLECTS AT REED 
BINGHAM STATE PARK, AND THIS PHENOMENON HAS INSPIRED A 
CELEBRATION AT THE PARK – BUZZARD DAY! 

  
 >>Powell:  

Buzzard Day is a festival that we have every January and it focuses on two of the 
vulture species that live here throughout the year, but during the winter months 
from November to February, the population here will quadruple really into the 
thousands. The best time to see them is early in the morning or late in the 
afternoon.  

 >>Glover:  
Everybody calls them buzzards. In truth, buzzards are a group of hawks from 
Europe. But people still call them buzzards; you can’t change the folklore here.  

 Starting out this morning we had a canoe ride at 9 am. They got to see all the 
vultures and see some of the nature up the river. We have a 10k run and a 5k 
walk where people get to go from one side of the park and run all the way to the 
other where they get to go through the nature trails and run back. We have a 
pontoon boat that runs all throughout the day that goes up river to where the 
vultures roost up river.  

 >>Powell:  
The vultures have been coming here for as long as anyone can remember. We 
have several local residents that are in their 90s or over 100 and they’ve always 
been here. So it’s just generation after generation returning.  

 >>N ARRATOR: THE VULTURES AT REED BINGHAM BEGIN HEADING 
NORTH IN EARLY APRIL, ONE SIGN THAT THE SEASONAL CYCLE HAS COME 
FULL CIRCLE…THE ICE MELTS, THE FLOWERS BLOOM, AND LIFE BEGINS 
AGAIN IN GEORGIA.  FROM THE NORTH TO THE SOUTH, GEORGIA’S 
DIVERSE CLIMATE AND LANDSCAPE OFFERS AN ARRAY OF OPPORTUNITIES 
TO GET OUT AND ENJOY YOURSELF, AND EXPERIENCE THE WONDERS OF 
NATURE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 

 >>FEMALE N ARRATOR: FUNDING FOR GEORGIA OUTDOORS HAS BEEN 
MADE POSSIBLE BY A GRANT FROM MARY HALL SINGLETON, AND BY THE 
IMLAY FOUNDATION  

  
  

 


