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Video Audio 
 >>MALE N ARRATOR: 

ON THIS EPISODE OF GEORGIA OUTDOORS, WE’LL EXPLORE HOW 
TECHNOLOGY HELPS TO FIND SOLUTIONS TO ECOLOGICAL PROBLEMS, AND 
TAKE A LOOK AT TECHNIQUES FOR SOLVING CRIMES IN THE OUTDOORS. 

 
>>FEMALE N ARRATOR: FUNDING FOR GEORGIA OUTDOORS HAS BEEN 
MADE POSSIBLE BY A GRANT FROM MARY HALL SINGLETON, AND BY THE 
IMLAY FOUNDATION. 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
FROM THE NIGHTLY NEWS, TO THE ENDLESS PARADE OF T.V. CRIME 
SHOWS, OUR LIVES ARE FILLED WITH A CONSTANT STREAM OF IMAGES AND 
STORIES DEPICTING UNSOLVED CRIMES…SCEN ES OF FOUL PLAY…AND ON-
GOING INVESTIGATIONS.   
 
BUT, HOW CLOSE DO THESE TELEVISED IMAGES COMPARE TO THE REALITY 
OF SOLVING CRIMES?   IN THIS PROGRAM, WE’LL FIND OUT HOW SOME OF 
THE SAME TRICKS YOU SEE ON TELEVISION ARE USED TO INVESTIGATE 
OUTDOOR INCIDENTS AND ENVIRONMENTAL INFRACTIONS… 

 GEORGIA CONTAINS AN ABUNDANCE OF NATURAL RESOURCES.  MAJESTIC 
MOUNTAINS…A DIVERSE COASTAL ECOSYSTEM…AND MILES OF PRISTINE 
FOREST.  BUT WE ALSO HAVE A THRIVING HUMAN POPULATION, WITH 
BUSTLING CITIES…GROWING INDUSTRIES…AND MILLIONS OF PEOPLE 
CONSUMING AN D USING THOSE RESOURCES…FINDING A BALANCE 
BETWEEN THE TWO, AND KEEPING GEORGIA’S WATER, AIR, AND LAND 
CLEAN IS NO EASY TASK.  WHEN THERE’S A PROBLEM WITH POLLUTION… 
THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
TEAM IS CALLED IN TO ACT. 
 
TODAY, MARY SMILEY AND JERRY CAMPBELL ARE INVESTIGATING A 
REPORT OF POLLUTION IN AN ATLANTA STREAM.  STREAMS LIKE THIS 
FEED INTO OUR MAJOR RIVERS, SO IT’S IMPORTANT TO FIND AND 
ELIMINATE THE SOURCE OF THE POLLUTION.  THIS TAKES SOME SERIOUS 
SLEUTHING…  

 >>Smiley: 
My unit is the Emergency Response Program.  We are a part of EPD and we’re 
in charge with investigating any kind of incident that poses or potentially pose an 
immediate threat to human welfare and/ or the environment. 

 >>Campbell: 
Today’s investigation was similar to a lot of our water investigations where we 
verify that we do have a pollution, some type of pollutant in the stream, and 
then luckily, you know everything flows downhill, so we just start going 
upstream looking for possible sources and identifying where the pollution came 
from. 

 >>N ARRATOR:  
A WATERSHED IS A LAND AREA THAT DRAINS  INTO A PARTICULAR RIVER 
SYSTEM.  GEORGIA IS HOME TO 52 WATERSHED AREAS.   ANY ACTIVITY 
THAT AFFECTS QUALITY, QUANTITY, OR RATE OF MOVEMENT IN A RIVER 
SYSTEM CAN AFFECT EVERYTHING ALONG THE WAY.  THEREFORE, IT’S 
IMPORTANT TO MONITOR STREAMS, CREEKS, AND RIVERS AT EVERY LEVEL 
TO HELP KEEP OUR WATER CLEAN 

 >>Smiley: 
Usually when we come to a polluted creek or waterway we observe the 
landscape around to see whether or not we can find any indicators of where the 
pollution might be coming from and if we can’t find it at the source of where we 
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showed up or where the complainant said it originated, we’ll have to actually get 
into the stream and walk it and try from that point to determine where the 
pollution is coming from … 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
THE TEAM TAKES SAMPLES FROM DIFFERENT LOCATIONS ALONG THE 
WATERWAY.  USING A CHEMICAL STRIP, THEY TEST BASIC LEVELS OF 
POLLUTANTS SUCH AS PETROLEUM.   

 >>Smiley: If we get a negative response by using the chem. strip we still have to 
go a little further and walk the creek still trying to determine the source of it.  
And as we walk the creek we try to determine the nature of the pollutant: 
whether or not it has an odor, whether or not it’s sticky or gummy, or whether 
or not it’s a natural occurrence.  If it’s a natural occurrence, we will take note of 
that and that ends our investigation, but if it’s something that’s coming from an 
industry or from a abnormal source, we try to track it down. 

 >>N ARRATOR: THE EPD INVESTIGATIVE UNIT HAS TO GO STRAIGHT TO 
THE SOURCE OF THE POLLUTION.  THIS CAN INVOLVE GETTING INTO 
SOME TIGHT SITUATIONS 

 >>Smiley: 
The job can be physically demanding because a lot of times we have to go down 
a ravine to get to the surface of the water and sometime we have to fight a lot of 
undergrowth 

 >>N ARRATOR: THE POLLUTION IN THIS STREAM WAS REPORTED BY A 
NEARBY RESIDENT.  BECAUSE OF THE THOUSANDS OF MILES OF STREAMS 
AND RIVES TO MONITOR IN GEORGIA, THE EPD RELIES ON CITIZENS TO 
TAKE NOTICE OF DIFFERENCES IN AREA WATERWAYS. 

 >>Smiley: If the waterway is not flowing and if it’s not clear, it is suffering from 
pollution.  Now, there’s degrees of pollution.  Sometimes pollution can be on a 
natural basis; it could just be algae just growing due to the nutrient load in the 
waterway.  Sometimes it can turn colors, naturally.  On the other end of the 
pendulum, it can be due to an industrial discharge. People who live near 
waterways, they can discern the subtle differences from day to day: they can tell 
whether or not it’s polluted because they’re there everyday observing their 
waterways.   

 >>N ARRATOR: ONCE THE SAMPLES ARE COLLECTED, THE EMERGENCY 
RESPONSE TEAM DROPS THEM OFF AT THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION LAB FOR ANALYSIS.  HERE, THE WATER SAMPLES GO 
THROUGH A REGIMENT OF TESTS TO DETERMINE EXACTLY WHAT 
POLLUTANTS ARE IN THE WATER.   

 >>Reed: 
We analyze all the samples, for the most part, within the state of Georgia that 
having to do with the environment.   

 >>>>Jones: In the metals lab, usually that involves some type of leaching 
procedure or acid digestion of the sample where we’re using hot acid to remove 
metals from the soil or the water and make sure they’re in a soluble form before 
they’re actually put into the instrument.   
 
In the organics lab, we’re going to extract those organic compounds with some 
type of solvent to remove the compounds of interest from the sample. 

 >>N ARRATOR: EVERY CHEMICAL HAS A UNIQUE CHEMICAL FINGERPRINT.  
DETERMINING THIS FINGERPRINT IS A BIG JOB, AND THE MACHINE THAT 
DOES THE WORK HAS A BIG NAME…THE GAS CHROMATOGRAPH-MASS 
SPECTROMETER. SAMPLES ARE PLACED INTO THE MACHINE, AND THE 
CONTAMINANTS ARE NOTED AND ANALYZED.    THE FINGERPRINT IS THEN 
MATCHED TO EXAMPLES OF POSSIBLE CONTAMINENTS TO TRY AND FIGURE 
OUT WHAT’S IN THE WATER… 
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 >>Jones: The area where Mary’s samples came from, it was an industrial area 
with several different industries in the area. There was some staining in the 
creek. There was obviously some type of organic contaminant on the water on 
the banks of the creek. And the idea was to try to figure out which one of the 
industries that sample may have caused that contamination. I guess a food 
manufacturing company- they’re using a vegetable oil and while there was some 
small amounts of petroleum hydrocarbons as you might expect from any 
industrial area, the predominant contaminant in that area was a vegetable oil 
substance and we were able to match that with a solution that we’d gotten from 
the industry and it matched up very well. 

 >>N ARRATOR: THIS IS JUST ONE EXAMPLE OF MANY POLLUTION CASES 
HANDLED EVERY YEAR IN THE STATE OF GEORGIA.  FROM THE WATER TO 
THE AIR, THE EPD EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM IS WORKING HARD TO 
MAKE GEORGIA A CLEANER, SAFER PLACE TO LIVE. 

 GEORGIA CITIZENS CAN ALSO MAKE A DIFFERENCE BY JOINING UP WITH 
VOLUNTEER GROUPS LIKE ADOPT-A-STREAM AND RIVERS ALIVE…TWO 
ORGANIZATIONS THAT ARE WORKING TO MAKE SURE OUR WATERWAYS STAY 
CLEAN 

 >>Cottrell:  
If someone cares enough about their local stream, they can be an adopt a stream 
volunteer to monitor its quality, monitor the health of the stream.  Learn about 
what pollutants are of concern, what the possible sources are, and evaluate the 
stream, and the land use and watershed around their stream.   

 >>Stroughton: 
We have probably 20 or more volunteer days, work days a year throughout the 
state, and you can go once a year, you can go once a month, whatever your 
schedule allows, and depends how much passion and commitment you have for 
the objective of protecting biodiversity in the state of Georgia.   

 >>N ARRATOR: BY GETTING INVOLVED WITH VOLUNTEER MONITORING 
PROGRAMS, THE INVESTIGATION FALLS INTO YOUR HANDS, SO INSTEAD OF 
WATCHING ON TELEVISION, YOU CAN BECOME PART OF THE 
SOLUTION…RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD 

 >>FEMALE N ARRATOR: WATER QUALITY IS AN IMPORTANT PART OF A 
HEALTHY ECOSYSTEM. HERE ARE SOME OF THE THINGS THAT YOU CAN DO 
TO HELP KEEP THE STREAMS AND RIVERS NEAR YOU CLEAN. CORRECTLY 
DISPOSE OF HAZARDOUS HOUSEHOLD CHEMICALS. BETTER THAN THAT, 
BUY NON-TOXIC HOUSEHOLD PRODUCTS WHEN POSSIBLE. RECYCLE AND 
DISPOSE OF TRASH PROPERLY AND NEVER FLUSH NON-BIODEGRADABLE 
MATERIALS DOWN THE TOILET. CONSERVE WATER AND AVOID OVER-
WATERING YOUR LAWN AND GARDEN. USE NATURAL FERTILIZERS ON 
YOUR LAWN AND DECREASE HARD SURFACES AROUND YOUR HOME. THIS 
WILL IMPROVE DRAINAGE. RECYCLE USED MOTOR OIL. AVOID PUTTING IT 
DOWN GUTTERS OR DOWN STORM DRAINS. BE AN ACTIVIST. CONTACT 
YOUR LOCAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS OR ATTEND PUBLIC MEETINGS TO KNOW 
MORE ABOUT THE LAWS THAT PROTECT OUR WATER.  

 >>MALE N ARRATOR: IN THE OUTDOORS, ACCIDENTS DO HAPPEN.   WHEN 
IT’S A HUNTING OR BOATING ACCIDENT, THE INVESTIGATION FALLS TO 
THIS TEAM -- THE DEPARTMENT OF N ATURAL RESOURCES CRITICAL 
INCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION TEAM OR CIRT. 

 >>Byers: 
We get called out on most of the time are worst hunting incidents and boating 
accidents. And we do reconstructions of both, which means we go back in and 
we reconstruct these hunting incidents and boating accidents like they were 
before they happened so we’ll know what happened.  

 >>N ARRATOR: TODAY, THE TEAM IS INVESTIGATING A COMMON HUNTING 
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VIOLATION – POACHING – HUNTING IN THE WRONG PLACE WITH THE 
WRONG WEAPON… 

 >>Byers:  
We had a complaint. We had a person hunting on an archery-only area, he was 
bow hunting and he heard a firearm or a shot. He went out to the road and he 
seen a person in camouflage getting into a vehicle with a firearm. 

 >>N ARRATOR: AFTER RECEIVING THE COMPLAINT, THE CIRT MEMBERS 
VISIT THE LOCATION… LOOKINGFOR CLUES - FROM THE OBVIOUS TO THE 
MINUTE – THEY PIECE TOGETHER THE EVENTS OF THE DAY… 

 >>Byers: 
First thing we’re going to do when we arrive on the scene is we’re going to find 
out if anybody’s hurt or injured or anything. If there’s nobody there, the scene is 
abandoned, well then we’re going to start looking for evidence to collect.  

 >>Shot path come through here… 

 >>When we go to a scene, the first thing we usually do is we have evidence 
flags. We’ll figure out how much evidence we have there, then we’ll come back 
and we’ll number it just like you see on television with CSI. We use the same 
processes. What they’re using on human beings, we’re using on wildlife.  

 >>N ARRATOR: THE SCENE IS FLAGGED AND N UMBERED, INDICATING THE 
LOCATION OF EVERY PIECE OF EVIDENCE.    IN  A HUNTING INCIDENT 
SUCH AS THIS ONE, THE LOCATION OF THE PERPETRATOR IS CRITICAL 
 
IN ORDER TO FIGURE OUT EXACTLY WHERE THE SUSPECT WAS SITTING, 
THE OFFICERS LOOK FOR BROKEN BRANCHES AN D DISTURBED 
VEGETATION TO DETERMINE THE PATH OF THE BULLET, OR SHOT PATH… 

 >>Byers:  
And the shot path will take us to where the actual poaching took place, where 
the animal was killed at. And you see these limb clips where a shot has traveled 
through the leaves or the brush and we mark all those. If you’re trying to 
articulate this to a jury, we mark these with red flags. You can actually see the 
shot path where it went through the brush to get to the point where the turkey 
was killed. 

 >>N ARRATOR: IN THIS SITUATION, THE ALLEGED OFFENDER USED CORN 
TO BAIT THE TURKEY.  USING A COMMON TURKEY CALL, HE ATTRACED A 
NEARBY GOBBLER, AND REMAINED SEATED AT THE BASE OF A TREE UNTIL 
THE BIRD WAS IN SIGHT.   
 
TO AN EXPERIENCED EYE, THESE CLUES…THE EMPTY SHELL…THE 
FOOTPRINT…THE FEATHERS…AND OTHER ITEMS LEFT AT THE SCENE 
TELL THE STORY OF WHAT HAPPENED HERE ON THE DAY OF THE 
INCIDENT.   

 >>Byers: let’s remove the flags and then what we’ll do then is take some 
photographs of the evidence we’ve got. 

 I usually assign somebody to be the photographer. He goes in after the evidence 
is marked and he’ll take a picture, usually 2 or 3 photographs of each site, which 
will be an overall photograph, a medium photograph, and a close up or a macro 
photograph of the evidence. That’s done before it’s collected. Also if it’s 
something like a footprint, we’ll put a scale, like a ruler involved to show the size 
of it.  

 >>N ARRATOR: N EXT, MEASUREMENTS OF THE SCENE ARE TAKEN, AND 
KEY LOCATIONS ARE RECORDED. 

 >>Byers:  
Once we collect the evidence, it’s bagged, tagged and then we take it to the 
crime lab for processing. If it’s DNA testing or human DNA, we would send it 
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to our crime lab. If it is wildlife DNA we would send it to a US Fish and Wildlife 
lab out in Oregon.  

 So our next avenue would be: we have already worked the scene, we have 
collected this evidence; we’re going to go question this individual. If he wants to 
confess and tell us what happened out here today and clear this matter up, we 
may can solve it there. If not, we’re going to have to go to the next level, which 
would be acquire warrants for his DNA and a search warrant for his firearm. 
That way we can tie him back to the scene if he is indeed the scene.  

 >>N ARRATOR: KNOWING THE HUNTING LAWS IN GEORGIA IS THE FIRST 
STEP IN AVOIDING SITUATIONS LIKE THIS.   BE MINDFUL OF THE LEGAL 
SEASONS FOR GAME SPECIES AND FIND OUT WHERE THE LEGAL HUNTING 
LANDS ARE IN YOUR AREA… 

 >>Bower:  
There are essentially two types of lands that are huntable in Georgia, private land 
and public land. For private land, a hunter would have to go find out who owns 
the land, go to that land owner, and ask for written permission, if you get that 
written permission, you need to keep that on your person at all times while 
hunting on that land. Also, we have public land. Georgia Wildlife Resources 
Division operates several wildlife management areas throughout the state 
encompassing over, I think, a million acres of land. Essentially all you would 
have to have is a proper licenses and a WMA stamp in order to hunt that land.  

 >>N ARRATOR: THE MOST IMPORTANT STEP IN AVOIDING HUNTING 
INCIDENTS, IS KNOWING AND FOLLOWING THE RULES OF HUNTER 
SAFETY…BEYOND WILDLIFE INVESTIGATIONS, THE CIRT GROUP ALSO 
HANDLES SCEN ES WHERE A HUNTER HAS INJURED HIMSELF…OR 
ANOTHER HUNTER. 

 >>Byers:  
Most of the time, believe or not, in hunting incidents, you are probably the most 
danger to yourself. A small percentage is where a shooter shoots someone or 
somebody is mistaken for game and shot. Those are the worst incidents that can 
take place because you have actually one hunter which has taken his firearm, 
sighting in on another hunter, which he thinks is an animal and pulling the 
trigger. You’ve always got a serious hunting incident that happens out of that.  

 >>N ARRATOR: WHEN USING FIREARMS IN THE OUTDOORS, 
OCCASIONALLY THE WORST CAN HAPPEN….   
 
…THESE SITUATIONS PUT THE SKILLS OF THE INVESTIGATING OFFICERS 
TO THE TEST.    

 >>Byers:  
In this situation, the hunter should have definitely identified his target.  He had 
an open field here, and the game animal would have come into more open 
instead of shooting through those pine trees that he was shooting through.  If he 
had waited just a split second, the victim would have popped out on the other 
side of those pine trees and he would have seen it was clearly a person instead of 
shooting at movement.  

 >>N ARRATOR: IN RECONSTRUCTING THE SCENE, THE SAME TECHNIQUES 
ARE FOLLOWED IN THIS SITUATION AS POACHING INCIDENTS…BUT THE 
STAKES ARE HIGHER WHEN DEALING WITH HUMAN INJURIES 

 >>Byers:  
What would happen to the shooter in this incident would be basically left up to 
the district attorney.  But, what we would do based on the information that 
we’ve got, he made a critical error, and there was a lot of negligence involved.  
So what we would do is we would present our case to the district attorney of the 
county that this occurred in, and he would be the one to make the final decision 
on it, but our recommendation would be felony misuse of a firearm in this 
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situation. 
 >>Byers:  

When you pick up a firearm, you pick up the power of life and death in your 
hands.  And if you make a conscious decision to pull that trigger on something 
you’ve aimed at, and you do great bodily injury, or injury or kill someone, you 
are responsible for that, and you cannot call that shot back.   

 >>N ARRATOR:  
ANOTHER ROLE OF THE CRITICAL INCIDENT RECONSTRUCTION TEAM IS 
ON THE WATER.   WITH MILES OF COASTLINE, N INE LARGE RESERVOIRS, 
AND HUNDREDS OF MILES OF NAVIGABLE WATERWAYS…BOATING IS A 
POPULAR PASTIME IN GEORGIA.  WITH AS MANY BOATS AS WE HAVEON THE 
WATER, PARTICULARLY IN THE SUMMER MONTHS…ACCIDENTS ARE 
INEVITABLE.    
 
WHEN ACCIDENTS DO OCCUR, AND THERE’S A QUESTION OF 
CIRCUMSTANCE…THE DNR TEAM IS CALLED IN TO INVESTIGATE. 

 >>Taylor: 
The main incidents that we investigate involve serious injuries, fatalities, where 
someone has been seriously injured and carried to the hospital and the incident 
is in question and we need to go back and reconstruct that incident and find out 
what happened based on the evidence that we have available at the scene and 
from witnesses. 

 >>N ARRATOR: ONCE THE SCENE IS SAFE, THE INVESTIGATION 
BEGINS…MUCH LIKE A HUNTING INCIDENT, THE FIRST STEPS INVOLVE 
SURVEYING THE SCENE, INTERVIEWING WITNESSES, TAKING 
PHOTOGRAPHS, AND MARKING EVIDENCE. 

 >>Taylor: 
We had a gentleman who was captain of this vessel traveling at a speed too close 
to a dock.  He lost control of his vessel and collided with the dock.  When he 
collided with the dock, he received substantial injuries, had alcohol in his system, 
and we went back to try to reconstruct what happened at the scene. 

 >>N ARRATOR: AFTER THE MAIN WITNESS TO THE ACCIDENT IS 
INTERVIEWED, THE OFFICERS DILIGENTLY DOCUMENT THE SCENE WITH 
PHOTOGRAPHS…MEASUREMENTS…AND PAGES OF NOTES.   THEY THEN 
COLLECT CERTAIN KEY PIECES OF EVIDENCE TO TAKE BACK TO THE LAB. 

 >>Taylor: 
Some of the main pieces of evidence that we collected from the scene are- the 
subject was intoxicated, we found a beer can at the scene.  We want to take that 
beer can, see if we can have any fingerprints off that beer can that can tie that 
beer can back to the operator of that vessel.  Some other debris that was on the 
dock that was left when the boat collided with the dock was a fishfinder, a rope, 
some booklets that came from that vessel and we want to tie all that information 
back to that vessel. 

 >>N ARRATOR:  
IF THERE WAS AN INJURY OR FATALITY INVOLVED, THE INVESTIGATORS 
ALSO TAKE BLOOD SAMPLES FROM THE SCENE WHICH UNDERGO DN A 
TESTING…  IN ORDER TO FURTHER ESTABLISH PROOF OF WHO WAS 
INVOLVED IN THE ACCIDENT, FINGERPRINTS ARE OBTAINED FROM THE 
EVIDENCE WHENEVER POSSIBLE. 

 >>Taylor: 
One of the methods we use is a fumigation chamber where we take superglue, 
heat it, get the fumes from the superglue to stick to the fingerprints. Another is a 
powder, which everybody’s seen, that you see on TV. And there’s different kind 
of powders: there’s fluorescent powders, magnetic powders.  So, we go through 
a variety of methods to find fingerprints.   
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 Once we’ve obtained a fingerprint that we like off an object we want to take a 
piece of tape, it’ll lift that fingerprint off the object and place it on a card with a 
white background so we can see the fingerprint.   

 >>N ARRATOR:  
AFTER THE EVIDENCE HAS BEEN PROCESSED, EVERY DETAIL GOES INTO 
CONSTRUCTING A VIRTUAL MOCK UP OF THE INCIDENT USING A SPECIAL 
COMPUTER ANIMATION PROGRAM 

 >>Taylor: 
We have to use all the physical evidence at a scene to put into this program: 
dents on boats, scrapes on docks, does this boat have a scrape that matches with 
this scrape on the dock?  

 What we’re showing on the computer screen now is that a vessel came by the 
dock, the operator lost control, he ran into the dock, fell onto the dock, and 
went back into the water.  This computer program shows that and it shows how 
boats operate for someone who might not be familiar with it. 

 Technology has vastly improved the way we collect evidence, show evidence, 
and it can actually prove what we’re doing. Instead of having my hand showing 
you that two boats were going this way I can actually go back on this computer 
program and show you in 3D the actual boats and how they were moving.  So 
it’s a lot better than doing this to show it on a video screen.   

 >>N ARRATOR: BOATING ACCIDENTS ON GEORGIA’S WATERWAYS OCCUR 
FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS…FROM ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION TO COMMON 
NEGLIGEN CE. 
 
OFFICER MIKE BURGAMY PATROLS LAKE LANIER AND SEES A NUMBER OF 
THESE BOATING ACCIDENTS.  

 >>Burgamy: 
If a person wants to buy a boat and make sure that they’re going to be safe on 
the water, the very first thing they need to do is inspect their vessel and make 
sure it has the proper safety equipment.  

 Some of the biggest challenges we face trying to maintain a safe environment 
out here is the sheer number of boats on this lake.  This is one of the most 
visited lakes in the country.  You have to be cognizant at all times of everything 
that’s going on around you, 360 degrees because there are boats going in every 
direction.   

 Everybody wants to have a good time, and we want you to have fun.  Come out, 
have a good time, but use common sense, have some courtesy, and if you’re 
going to be drinking alcohol, have a designated operator.  

 >>N ARRATOR: WHILE THE DNR LAW ENFORCEMENT HELPS KEEP PEOPLE 
SAFE ON LAKE LIKE LANIER, ON THE COAST, THESE PATROLMEN HELP 
KEEP SOME OF GEORGIA’S MOST POPULAR SEA CREATURES SAFE…SEA 
TURTLES. 

 >>Bryson: 
Rangers that work on the coast are—we’re kind of unique in that we spend a 
tremendous amount of our time working with the commercial fishing industry.  
A lot of that time is spent checking for compliance of threatened and 
endangered species gear requirements.   

 >>Dodd: 
Shrimp trolling is one of the primary threats to the recovery of loggerheads in 
Georgia. Georgia shrimp fishermen have been involved in trying to minimize 
mortality associated with their activities. They’re all required by federal law now 
to use a device called a “Turtle Excluder Device.” It’s pretty simple technology. 
And what’s neat about it is, it was developed in Georgia by Georgia fishermen. 
So TEDs certainly have worked, and we know that there’s a large number of 
interactions between trollers and turtles everyday on the Georgia coast, and that 
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most of those animals are getting out. We still have some illegal fishing activity. 
We have, um, improperly or illegally installed TEDs, and there are also certain 
types of TEDs that we feel aren’t very effective, and probably do trap and 
drown turtles.  

 >>N ARRATOR: IN ADDITION TO TURTLE EXCLUDER DEVICES, OTHER 
TOOLS ARE USED TO REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF BI-CATCH PULLED UP IN 
TRAWL NETS.  BI-CATCH IS ANYTHING HARVESTED OTHER THAN THE 
INTENDED CATCH. 
 
IT IS THE TASK OF OFFICERS LIKE THESE TO ENSURE THAT PROPER BI-
CATCH REDUCTION AND TURTLE EXCLUDER DEVICES ARE INSTALLED AND 
UP TO DATE ON EVERY SHRIMPING VESSEL ALONG MORE THAN ONE 
HUNDRED MILES OF GEORGIA COASTLINE 

 >>Bryson:  
Traditionally, you think of a conservation ranger as a person that deals with 
recreational activities. Here on the coast, we spend a tremendous amount of our 
time working with people’s livelihoods, people in the commercial fishing 
business.  We want to make sure that we’re doing things that both protect the 
environment, but also that are not gonna put these people out of business, too, 
and that’s why it’s so important for the industry and for the government to work 
together 

 >>N ARRATOR: WHETHER IT’S ENSURING THAT OUR ENDANGERED 
SPECIES HAVE A FUTURE…INVESTIGATING ACCIDENTS IN THE 
OUTDOORS…OR PROTECTING OUR AIR AND WATERWAYS… KEEPING 
GEORGIA CLEAN AND SAFE IS A BIG JOB, AND OFFICERS LIKE THESE HELP 
MAKE THAT POSSIBLE.  BUT THE WORK BEGINS AT HOME.   BY BEING 
RESPONSIBLE WHEN ENJOYING GEORGIA’S RESOURCES, WE ALL BECOME 
PART OF THE SOLUTION. 

 >>FEMALE N ARRATOR: FUNDING FOR GEORGIA OUTDOORS HAS BEEN 
MADE POSSIBLE BY A GRANT FROM MARY HALL SINGLETON, AND BY THE 
IMLAY FOUNDATION 

 


