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Video

Audio

>MALE NARRATOR:

STONE MOUNTAIN ISONE OF GEORGIA’SMOST VIS TED
AND MOST EASILY RECOGNIZED ATTRACTIONS, BUT IT’S
NOT THE ONLY ROCK OUTCROP IN OUR STATE. ON THIS
EPISODE, WE'LL EXPLORE THE NATURAL DIVERSITY AND
OPPORTUNITIESTO ENJOY PANOLA MOUNTAIN AND
ARABIA MOUNTAIN, WHICH MAY BE SMALLER THAN THEIR
WELL KNOWN SISTER, BUT HOLD JUST ASMUCH NATURAL
WONDER. COMING UP ON GEORGIA OUTDOORS.

>>FEMALE N ARRATOR: FUNDING FOR GEORGIA
OUTDOORSHASBEEN MADE POSSBLE BY AGRANT FROM
MARY HALL SNGLETON, AND BY THE IMLAY FOUNDATION

>>MALE N ARRATOR:

TOWERING 700 FEET ABOVE THE PIEDMONT REGION OF
GEORGIA, AND COVERING AN AREA OVER AMILE LONG AND
HALF AMILE WIDE, THE MAJESTY OF STONE MOUNTAIN IS
HARD TO IGNORE. EVERY YEAR, THOUSANDSOF TOURISTS
FLOCK TO VIEW THE FAMILIAR CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL
CARVING...THE LARGEST RELIEF CARVINGIN THE WORLD
...RIDE THE CABLE CARTO THE SUMMIT, AND ENJOY THE
BREATHTAKING VIEW... STONE MOUNTAIN ISONE OF THE
LARGEST GRAINITE OUTCROPSIN NORTH AMERICA, AND
HASEARNED OUR RESPECT AND ATTENTION. BUT, JUsT
SOUTH OF STONE MOUNTAIN LIE TWO OFTEN
OVERLOOKED TREASURES, WHICH HOLD ASMUCH NATURAL
SPLENDOR. ARABIA MOUNTAIN AND PANOLA MOUNTAIN
ARE TWO OF GEORGIA'SBEST KEPT SECRETS.

>>Kdley:

...Wetdk about the three ssters of Sone Mountain being the
north sigter, Arabia being the centrd, and then Panola being the
south,

Sone Mountain is actualy run by an authority, which isnot a
part of the state parks system. ... Sone Mountain is geared
more toward your commercid opportunities for outdoor
recregtion. ..., it'sapart of their misson to provide recregtiona
activitiesin anaturd setting.

Panolabeing astate park, it actudly birthed the Georgia
Conservancy, the desire to protect that property. People were
beginning to see the growth patterns of Atlanta. They were
beginning to be concerned about the protection of the
endangered plantsthat are apart of the habitat a Panola
ArabiaMountain is much more open to the public. The public
can access the crest of the mountain, whereas Panola, because
of its uniqueness, has more of aguided connectivity. You have
to work through the park to have accessto it. whereas Panola,
because of its uniqueness, has more of aguided connectivity.
You have to work through the park to have accessto it. And
that’s because it’s a conservation park. It's designated that the
purpose of the preservation of that land was to make sure that
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we were conserving those resources.

>>N ARRATOR:

IT'SESTIMATED THAT MORE THAN 90 PERCENT OF 12,000
ACRESOF EXPOSED GRANITE IN THE SOUTHEAST IS
LOCATED IN GEORGIA.

ARABIA, PANOLA, AND STONE MOUNTAIN ARE
MONADNOCKS, EMERGING LIKE ROCK |SLANDSFROM A
FLAT LANDSCAPE. ALL THREE BEGAN BURIED DEEP
WITHIN THE EARTH, AND WERE UNCOVERED OVERA LONG
PERIOD OF EROSION.

THOUGH THEY MAY LOOK SIMILAR, THESE THREE SISTERS
ARE DIFFERENT AGES, AND MADE OF DIFFERENT ROCK. IN
FACT - UNLIKE PANOLA AND STONE MOUNTAIN, THE ROCK
AT ARABIAISN'T GRANITE AT ALL. IT'SCALLED “GNEISS,”
AND IT'SABOUT ONE HUNDRED MILLION YEARSOLDER
THAN ITSTWO SISTERS.

ROCK LIKE THISISN'T ASBARREN ASYOU MIGHT THINK. A
UNIQUE ECOSYSTEM THRIVESHERE - FILLED WITH
SPECIALLY ADAPTED PLANT AND ANIMAL LIFE. ARABIA AND
PANOLA CONTAIN SOME OF THE MOST PRISTINE EXAMPLES
OF ROCK OUTCROP ECOLOGY IN THE COUNTRY

LOCATED JUST AFEW MILESEAST OF ATLANTA, PANOLA
MOUNTAIN WASPURCHASED BY THE STATE OF GEORGIA IN
1972. BECAUSE OF THE VALUABLE PLANT-LIFE FOUND ON
THE PANOLA GRANITE, PANOLA MOUNTAIN BECAME
GEORGIA’SFIRST CONSERVATION PARK.

>>Dédedtrez: It waskind of adifferent line of thinking for state
parksto be aconservation park. Mogt state parks, their main
god isrecredtion. ... When Panolawas established and became a
park, their whole god was preservation and educetion, and they
wanted to preserve a 100-acre granite rock that was still pretty
much in its naturd or pristine condition. And it's getting pretty
rareto find those kinds of resources especidly this close to
Atlanta.

>>Narrator:

PANOLA MOUNTAIN ISANATIONAL NATURAL LANDMARK,
ATITLE IT SHARESWITH THE GRAND CANYON AND THE
OKEFENOKEE SWAMP. SNCE ITSPURCHASE, THE PARK HAS
EXPANDED FROM 500 ACRESTO OVER ONE THOUSAND
ACRES, ENCOMPASS NG MORE HABITAT THAN PANOLA
MOUNTAIN ITSELF. FORTY ACRESARE OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC. THE PUBLIC TRAILSWIND ACROSSBARE ROCK,
ALONG STREAM-BEDS, AND OFFER A GOOD WORKOUT IN A
NATURAL SETTING.

THOUGH THE MOUNTAIN ITSELFISNOT OPEN TOTHE
PUBLIC, THE PARK HOSTSMANY EVENTSLIKE THISONE —
GEOLOGY DAY —WHICH OFFERSA GLIMPSE AT THE
MOUNTAIN, AND THE UNUSUAL LIFE THAT CALLSIT HOME.
NATURALIST SCOTT RANGER LEADSTHISEXCITING
WORKSHOP.

>>Ranger:
How many of you have been out to Panolamountain itsdf?You
have? One of the rangersis raising his hand. (class
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laughs)...You're gonnadiscover once you're out there that this
isavery specid place

>>N ARRATOR:
THE DAY BEGINSWITH ABRIEF GEOLOGY LESSON

>>Ranger:
WEe're avery, very, very, old landscape

>>N ARRATOR:
NEXT, THE REAL FUN BEGINS...WITH AHIKE TOTHE TOP
OF PANOLA MOUNTAIN.

>>Ranger:
Asyou seerock that'swet, do step fla footed.

>>N ARRATOR:

BECAUSE SO MANY PROTECTED PLANT SPECIESLIVE ON
THE MOUNTAIN TOP, SCOTT MAKESCERTAIN THAT
EVERYONE UNDERSTANDSHOW FRAGILE THE LIFE ON A
GRANITE OUTCROPIS.

>> Ranger:
There are plants and organisms on every last piece of this
mountain

Most of us are woefully ignorant of the land that we're on. We
are now 0 far removed from living by and close to the land.
Thethingstha our great grandfathers knew about living on the
land are gone. S0 apark like Panolais agrest placeto go to get
regttached to the land.

This granite came as what's called a pluton, rising up, melting its
way through country rock. Oncethe 13 or so0 kilometers of
stuff that was above this was eroded off, we expose the
mountain...As you look up from here on the mountain, you're
seeing what's cdled an exfoliaion pattern.

>>N ARRATOR:

EXFOLIATION ISA TYPE OF EROSION THAT CAUSESLAYERS
OF ROCK TO PEEL AWAY LIKE AN ONION. OVER THE YEARS,
THISSORT OF EROSION HASHELPED PAVE THE WAY FOR
MANY PLANT SPECIESTO TAKE ROOT.

>>Ranger:

| think easily the surprise is how gorgeousit isand how much
timber thereis on the top of this mountain. Because they think
of stone mountain as being bare, but Panolais very pristine, no
sign of man, there's no roads, there's no markings, you're just
walking on beautiful rock covered with lichens and with trees dl
around it. And | think that's easily the biggest surprise that
people have on this mountain because there are just very few
places left likeit.

We have aredly nifty lichen growing down here on the ground

>>NARRATOR: ON BOTH PANOLA AND ARABIA
MOUNTAINS, THE MOST PERVAS VE SPECIESISLICHEN...

>>Ranger:

Lichens are avery fascinating organism, because they are two
organisms from two totaly separate kingdoms growing together
asone. It isafungus growing with an dgee

>>N ARRATOR:
LICHEN GROWSVERY SLOWLY. SOME SPECIESONLY COVER
AN AREA ABOUT THE SIZE OF A POSTAGE STAMP EVERY ONE
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HUNDRED YEARS.

AT PANOLA AND ARABIA MOUNTAINS, LICHEN SERVESASA
PIONEER SPECIES, THE FIRST TO VENTURE OUT AND MAKE
ITSHOME ALONG THE GRANITE SURFACE.

>>Ranger: If anybody spots a grasshopper, please make a big
to-do about it!

>>N ARRATOR:

LICHEN ALSO PROVIDESA NATURAL CAMOFLAGE FOR
SPECIALLY ADAPTED ORGANISMSLIKE THISONE, THE
LICHEN GRASSHOPPER, WHICH HASADAPTED ITSCOLORING
TOMIMICTHE LICHEN ITSELF. THESE GRASSH OPPERSCAN
BE FOUND IN ABUNDUNCE DURINGTHE SUMMER MONTHS
ALONGTHE GRANITE OUTCROPS, ALONGWITH OTHER
EQUALLY ADAPTED CREATURESSUCH ASTHE LICHEN
SPIDER.

>>Ranger:
He can camoflage himsdf pretty well and virtudly dissppear
into the rock.

>>N ARRATOR:

MANY PLANTSON THESE MOUNTAINSCAN BE FOUND IN
SOLUTION PITS-- BOWL-SHAPED CRATERSCARVED INTO
THE SURFACE OF THE ROCK. WEATHER, EXFOLIATION,
AND CHEMICALSRELEASED BY LICHENSHELP TRANSFORM
THE STONE TO SOIL, MAKING WAY FOR AVARIETY OF
PLANTS. DURING WET PERIODS, THESE SMALL GARDENS
COME TO LIFE.

>>Ranger:

The solution pitsthat form by erosion turn into, when they get
large enough, we cal them avernd pool. They have water in
them whenever it rains, and that dlows for a population of
plants and animals that will livein them that can tolerate
periodic periods without water in them, that they can live three
or four weeks during along drought. Pretty soon, rain’s going to
come, and they'll have an inch or two of water in it.

>>N ARRATOR:

THROUGH THE DRY HEAT OF SUMMER, MANY PLANTSLIE
DORMANT ON THESE MOUNTAIN TOPS....ASTHE
TEMPERATURE DROPS, A SPECTACULAR DISPLAY OF COLOR
EMERGES, AND THE STAROF THE SHOW ISTHE
CONFEDERATE DAISY. LATE SEPTEMBER LOOKSMORE LIKE
SPRING AT THE TOPSOF THESE MOUNTAINS, WITH
BRILLIANT YELLOWSAND CONTRASTING GREENSPEAKING
OUT AMONG THE CRACKSAND DEPRESSONSIN THE ROCK

>>Ranger:

The yelow daisy, or confederate daisy, is an annud 0 it hasto
grow from new seed every year. The confederate daisy is actudly
asunflower, not redly adasy.... It likes open sun, so obviously
in an arealike Panolaand Arabiaand stone mountain where you
have lots of open sun, it'll grow quite wdll. It only growsin the
areas Where the soil is built up enough around these little
gardens, the solution pits, where there is enough soil for the
roots to grow down severd inches into the ground.

>>Narrator:
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IN EARLY APRIL, ADIFFERENT KIND OF BEAUTY EMERGES
HERE —THE BRILLIANT REDSOF DIAMORPHA, APLANT
EXCLUSVE TO THESE ROCK OUTCROPS.

>>Ranger:

Diamorphais one of the fun plants of the granite outcrops of
the southeadt. 1t's found on virtudly every flat rock granite
outcrop in the southeast, and when it’s showy, it is redly showy.
This massive red tha leads up to income tax day, when it turns
into amassive white as the flowers come out.

>>N ARRATOR:

THE RAREST PLANTSON THESE OUTCROPSARE ALSO
AMONG THE SMALLEST. POOL SPRITE AND BLACK-SPORED
QUILL WORT ARE TWO FEDERALLY ENDANGERED PLANTS
FOUND SIDE BY SDE IN THE SOLUTION PITSOF ARABIA
MOUNTAIN.

GEORGIA’'SNATIVE PLANTSARE THE FOUNDATION OF OUR
ECOSYSTEM. INVASIVE EXOTICSLIKE CHINESE PRIVET CAN
SNEAK IN AND QUICKLY OVERTAKE A LANDSCAPE, LEAVING
NO ROOM FOR NATIVESTO GROW. PANOLAISNOT IMMUNE
TO THESE INVADERS, AND IT TAKESA SMALL ARMY TOHOLD
THEM BACK.

>>Deledtrez:
In the past couple of years we've taken on more of aland
management responsibility.

| get to donate acertain amount of my time to these projects
like establishing native grasses back to the park and removing
privet.

>>N ARRATOR:
PANOLAALSO INVITESTHE PUBLICTO HELP HOLD BACK
EXOTIC SPECIES

>>Dédedtrez:

We have people who cometo our privet pullswho are involved
in the Georgia Native Plant Society or the Georgia Botanica
Society. But then we get amix of folks who are just families
who may have read an article in the paper that PanolaMt. Is
having aprivet pull.

>>Peterson: | wanted to do some volunteer work, | loveto be
outdoors and love to work in the woods. Wanted to do
something to help get rid of non-native species.

>>Goude: It'savery hearty plant. It growsto betrees, and it
tekes over.

>>N ARRATOR:
VOLUNTEER GROUPSLIKE AMERICORPSHAVE ALSO JOINED
THE FIGHT TOHELP GET RID OF INVASVES

>>Devos.
WEell thisis actudly the second year that Americorps has helped
out with the Panola project.

We are removing privet, Chinese privet, helping the rangers do
that ...Being apart of ateam isredly rewarding because you
can accomplish more together than what you could on your
own.

>>Wilhour:
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| think the great thing about this is because we're actualy
removing things, likeit’s redly easy to see what we're doing.
You can see how much progress we're making. And it just
makes it redly nice a the end of the day to look back and say,
“Wel we cleared this much today.” It'sredly visible.

>>N ARRATOR:

JUST AFEW MILESUP THE ROAD, DAVIDSON ARABIA
MOUNTAIN NATURE PRESERVE CONTAINSOVER 2,000
ACRESOF DIVERSE HABITAT. THE PREMIERE ATTRACTION
HERE ISARABIA MOUNTAIN.

FORMED ABOUT 375MILLION YEARSAGO, ARABIA
MOUNTAIN ISMUCH OLDER THAN PANOLA OR STONE
MOUNTAIN. |T HASBEEN A PLACE OF REVERENCE FOR
CENTURIES. NATIVE AMERICANSHELD A SPECIAL
CONNECTION WITH THE ROCK. TODAY, THE MOUNTAIN IS
OPEN FORALL TO ENJOY.

>>Terry. ArabiaMountain isavery unique place. You can
come out here and take a hike up the mountain and go up and
seethis great view, 360 degrees. You can look al the way
around. The reflections of the pools on top of the mountain
where the endangered plant species are and you just get avery
peaceful feding from being up there. A lot of peopleliketo go
up thereto meditate, or just to sit and watch the sunset. The
sunrises up thereare great. So it has its own soul | think

>>N ARRATOR:

IN THE EARLY PART OF THE 20™ CENTURY, THE MOUNTAIN
SERVED A VERY DIFFERENT PURPOSE.

UNLIKE PANOLA, THE ROCK AT ARABIA MOUNTAIN WAS
SUBSTANTIALLY QUARRIED

>> Jordan: It's hard to imagine when you come out here the
scale of industrid activity that used to go on out here. We have
old pictures and old films where theré's railroads and steam
engines and hundreds and hundreds of men with jackhammers
and dedgehammers and rock cutting machines bresking rock
and steam and iron. And today it's al grown back up in trees,
and you think it's very pristing, but when you see the imagery
from those times, thiswas alarge-scale industria activity out
here. Sowly but surely the world changed and the demand for
that sort of rock quarrying passed on. So what the Davidson
Family did, they made it happen that they could offer to donate
about 550 acres or so to Dekab County to be what's the heart
of ArabiaMountain.

>>N ARRATOR:

DAVIDSON ARABIA MOUNTAIN NATURE PRESERVE HAS
SINCE EXPANDED TO ENCOMPASSOVER 2000 ACRES,
PROVIDING A NATURAL ESCAPE FROM URBAN LIFE. UNLIKE
PANOLA, MOST OF ARABIA ISOPEN TO THE PUBLIC. THE
OUTCROP ISEASLY ACCESSIBLE THROUGH TRAILS, AND A
PAVED BIKE PATH MAKESARABIA MOUNTAIN ONE OF THE
MOST POPULAR URBAN BIKING DESTINATIONSIN THE
STATE. THISOPEN DOOR POLICY HASN'T ALWAYSWORKED
TOWARD PRESERVING THE SERENE ENVIRONMENT AT THE
PARK. FROM THE SEVENTIESTHROUGH THE EARLY
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NINETIES, THE PARK WASLEFT LARGELY UNMANAGED -
AND IT SUFFERED FROM VANDALISM AND ABUSE.

>>Kedley: And it just kind of became the hangout where people
went to drink some beer, bresk some bottles, shoot off agun or
two every once in awhile, and that was kind of the history. It
was kind of arough areato go.

>>N ARRATOR;

AN EXTENSVE EFFORT HASRETURNED ARABIA MOUNTAIN
TO ITSORIGINAL STATE. |T HASSINCE BECOME A
WONDERFUL PLACE TO EXPERIENCE AND LEARN ABOUT
NATURE. DEERAND WILD TURKEY CAN BE SEEN
WANDERING AMONG THE ROCKSAND FORESTED AREASOF
THE PARK, AND THE POOLSOF WATERWHICH COLLECT IN
THE QUARRIED AREASOF THE PARK PROVIDE UNUSUAL
HABITAT FOR AQUATIC SPECIES. EVERY YEAR, THISPOOL IS
A BREEDING GROUND FOR SALAMANDERS. PARK RANGER
MARY TERRY TAKESA SPECIAL INTEREST IN THIS
POPULATION OF AMPHIBIANS.

>>Tery.

We have two different species tha breed in the pools: the
marble sdlamander usudly lays eggsin October, and the spotted
sdamander. And so you have these wonderful big bals of
spotted sdamander egg masses in there, then the small larva
stage of the marble sdamander a the sametime. But somehow
we get grest populations of these sdamanders out here

>>N ARRATOR:

FROM THE ROCK OUTCROP, TO THE BIKE PATH TO THE
MILESOF TRAILSWHICH WIND THROUGH THE PARK,
ARABIA MOUNTAIN HASSOMETHING FOR EVERYONE. THIS
GROUP ISGETTING THEIR START EARLY.

>>Tery.
What's our theme today? Monarch butterflies, yay! Has anyone
seen amonarch before?

>>David:

WEell it's caled Little Explorers of Arabia, and | have a2 % year
old son named Andrew who was eager to socidize and be
outsde, and we had ared passion for hiking and backpacking
and | wanted to expose him to the outdoors. And we discovered
the nature preserve right after we moved out here, and decided
to come for apicnic one day, and were fortunate enough to
meet Mary Terry, the park ranger. Thefirst day that we met her,
we discovered aworld of caterpillars, and | just had atotd
ingpiration that this would be something good to share with
other little kids.

Who's ready to go hunting now?

>>Tery:

WEe're just getting them out hiking alittle bit, and just showing
them things as we walk. There's dways something in nature that
you can find to tak about. We've built bird feeders,

| brought out one of the books today if anyone'sredly
interested in butterflies and moths...thisis one of the best
books.

If you introduce nature to them as a child, they redly will be
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much more interested in it and help take care of the world. And
it’'s very important that they get interested in it and fed
comfortablein it.

>>Blair: | think she likes getting the butterfly cap put on her
because she loves little basebal cgps and shelll wear those. 1t
camskidsto bein nature, they're just awhole new kid when
their outside

>>HarrisWhite: Nature and conserving the environment are
very important benefits that both my husband and | try to teach
our children and it’s just redly important that they be exposed
to as many different animasin their natura habitat and be learn
about the importance of conserving wha we have

>>Tery and David: Alright bye!

>>David:

WEell | think dl the residents of the Dekab County areaare
extremely fortunate in that the green space moneys has made
this nature preserve possible. You know just afew minutes
away, you're on theinterstate and stuck in traffic. And if you
just drive around the corner, you can bein aplace of solitude
and peace, and redly get some good spiritua time and some
exercise a the sametime.

>>FEMALE NARRATOR:

THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCESJUNIOR RANGER
PROGRAM ISA GREAT WAY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TO HAVE FUN
WHILE LEARNING ABOUT THE OUTDOORS. BY FOLLOWING THE
GUIDELINESIN THE JUNIOR RANGER ACTIVITY BOOK, KIDS
WILL EXPERIENCE NATURE, EXPLORE GEORGIA'SHISTORY,
AND ENJOY OUTDOOR RECREATION. THEY CAN WORK
THROUGH THE MANUAL ON THEIR OWN, ORBY ATTENDING A
DAY CAMP DAY OR WORKSHOP AT A STATE PARK. ACTIVITY
BOOKSARE AVAILABLE AT GEORGIA’SSTATE PARKSAND
HISTORIC STESORONLINE. FORMORE INFORMATION VIST
THISWEBSTE.

>>MALE N ARRATOR:

THE ROCK OUTCROPSAT ARABIA AND PANOLA MOUNTAINS
ARE JUST A PART OF WHAT THESE PARKSHOLD.
WETLANDS...FORESTS...LAKES...RIVERS... AND A VAST
ARRAY OF WILDLIFE CAN BE FOUND THROUGHOUT. IN 1998,
AN ALLIANCE OF CIVIC LEADERSBEGAN BUILDING A
CONNECTION BETWEEN THESE PARKSAND OTHER
VALUABLE PROPERTIESIN THE AREA.

>> Jordan:

Wl the Arabia Alliance, which is shorthand for the Arabia
Mountain Heritage Area Alliance is a conservation organization
in asensg, but it's dso acommunity building organization
because the dliance seeks to gather dl of the different interest
together in this part of the world.

We want to have a pedestrian connection between Arabia and
the South River.

>>N ARRATOR:
THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF THE ALLIANCE ISTO DESIGNATE
THISANATIONAL HERITAGE AREA, WHICH WILL HELP
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PRESERVE KEY NATURAL RESOURCESLIKE ARABIA AND
PANOLA, ASWELL ASOTHER GREEN AREASAND CULTURAL
LANDMARKS.

>>Kdley: Knowing that Arabiaand Panolaare kind of the
lynchpins or primary resources, there are anumber of properties
that needed to be protected that would provide connection
between those two tracts, as well as properties that have their
own unique story to tell.

And that's the important part of the Nationd Heritage Aressis
telling those cultura pieces and connecting them to the land.

>>N ARRATOR:

ONE OF THE KEY PROPERTIESIN THE HERITAGE AREA IS
VAUGHTER'SFARM. JUST UP THE ROAD FROM ARABI A
MOUNTAIN, THE ROLLING FIELDSOF VAUGH TERSFARM
SERVE ASA REMINDER OF DAYSGONE BY —WHEN DEKALB
COUNTY WASA CENTER OF AGRICULTURE.

>> Jordan:

Mr. Vaughters grew up in north GA and he was a school
teacher, and then he decided that he wanted to be a

farmer... Thisland was relatively inexpensive because it was
eroded old cotton land. So he had to restore the land he actudly
planted kudzu. It's hard to believe someone would intentionaly
plant kudzu, but he had to plant kudzu to stabilize what he had
there. And D ekab County had over 50 dairy farms. And he had
one of thelagt dairy farmsin Dekab County, one of the smal
dairy farms.

>>Kdley: By our understanding of his history of the site, we
hopefully are going to be ableto interpret it even better, and
that was one of the great acquisitions. And that, in essence, is
going to bethe northern gateway to the Nationd Heritage Area
because there's no way that you cannot drive by tha property
and just recognize the beauty of that pastord picture.

>>N ARRATOR:
OTHER PARTSOF THE HERITAGE AREA ARE SMALLER, BUT
ALSO TELL AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE HISTORY HERE.

THISSVIALL CEMETARY, NESTLED IN AFOREST BEHIND A
NEIGHBORHOOD, ISTHE FINAL RESTING PLACE FOR
GENERATIONSOF PEOPLE. | T'SBEEN SAID THAT THISLAND
WASONCE A NATIVE AMERICAN BURIAL GROUND. LATER,IT
BECAME A SLAVE CEMETARY, AND WASPASSED ON TOTHE
FLATROCK COMMUNITY, ALINEAGE OF PEOPLE THAT
PREDATESDEKALB COUNTY.

JOHNNY WAITSAND VERA WHITAKER, WHOSE ANCESTORS
ARE BURIED HERE, HAVE BEEN WORKINGWITH THE
ALLIANCE TOHAVE THISCEMETARY INCLUDED IN THE
HERITAGE AREA.

Wiaits: Thisis John Waits, whisis this man here.

All of our lives, our families, on the fourth Saturday in August
would aways go to the cemetery and clean the cemetery before
our church homecoming. So I've dways known about the
cemetery dl my life.

A lot of daves are buried out there. It'salot of families that was
around in the mid 1800s and the late 1800s up to the 1900s. We
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stopped burying therein 1957.

Whitaker:

Well it's very important to me because these people tha's buried
there, they can’t take care of themsalves. And it'sleft up to usto
do thejob.

>>\Waits: Because there's so many that's broken.

We hope to restore the stones. Some of the stones have been
broken. In the 60s we had alot of people, alot of kidsthat were
going around destroying cemeteries. And we hope that we can
just go in there and restore some of the stones, but leave it
mainly the way it is now.

>>N ARRATOR:

CONNECTED TO ARABIA AND PANOLABY THE SOUTH
RIVER, THE MONASTERY OF OURLADY OF THEHOLY
SPIRIT ISACORNERSTONE OF THE HERITAGE AREA. THE
MONASTERY STSON TWO THOUSAND ACRESOF WELL
PRESERVED LAND.

>>Sitdler

This particular monastery, the Monastery of Our Lady of the
Holy Spirit, was founded in 1944. And it was the first group of
Americans who founded a Trappist monagtery.

The relationship of monasteries with nature goes back along
way. Monasteries have dways been tied to the land. One of the
vow that monkstake is avow of stability to aplace. When we
came here in 1944, we bought an old plantation, Honey Creek
Plantation. We monks bdlieve tha that land was given to usas a
heritage. So it’s our hopeto redly try to protect it and preserve
it.

>>N ARRATOR:

THESE ARE JUST A FEW EXAMPLESOF PROPERTIESTHAT
TELL THE STORY NOT ONLY OF THISLAND, BUT OF THE
PEOPLE WHO HAVE CALLED IT HOME FOR GENERATIONS.

>>Kdley:

We're excited tha we have the opportunity to make these
acquisitions. We know that when it's dl said and done, we'll
have agreat connection from the Dekab County Park System
into the Sate Park System and even into the Rockdae system,
and the find partner being the Monastery. And it just makesa
win-win for not only the citizens of today, but our naturd
species, and the recognition of our culture.

>>FEMALE NARRATOR: FUNDING FOR GEORGIA
OUTDOORSHASBEEN MADE POSSIBLE BY A GRANT
FROM MARY HALL SINGLETON, AND BY THE
IMLAY FOUNDATION




