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Video Audio 
 >MALE N ARRATOR:   

STONE MOUNTAIN IS ONE OF GEORGIA’S MOST VISITED 
AND MOST EASILY RECOGNIZED ATTRACTIONS, BUT IT’S 
NOT THE ONLY ROCK OUTCROP IN OUR STATE.  ON THIS 
EPISODE, WE’LL EXPLORE THE NATURAL DIVERSITY AND 
OPPORTUNITIES TO ENJOY PANOLA MOUNTAIN AND 
ARABIA MOUNTAIN, WHICH MAY BE SMALLER THAN THEIR 
WELL KNOWN SISTER, BUT HOLD JUST AS MUCH NATURAL 
WONDER.  COMING UP ON GEORGIA OUTDOORS. 
 

 >>FEMALE N ARRATOR: FUNDING FOR GEORGIA 
OUTDOORS HAS BEEN MADE POSSIBLE BY A GRANT FROM 
MARY HALL SINGLETON, AND BY THE IMLAY FOUNDATION  

  
 >>MALE N ARRATOR: 

TOWERING 700 FEET ABOVE THE PIEDMONT REGION OF 
GEORGIA, AND COVERING AN AREA OVER A MILE LONG AND 
HALF A MILE WIDE, THE MAJESTY OF STONE MOUNTAIN IS 
HARD TO IGNORE.  EVERY YEAR, THOUSANDS OF TOURISTS 
FLOCK TO VIEW THE FAMILIAR CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL 
CARVING…THE LARGEST RELIEF CARVING IN THE WORLD 
…RIDE THE CABLE CAR TO THE SUMMIT, AND ENJOY THE 
BREATHTAKING VIEW…   STONE MOUNTAIN IS ONE OF THE 
LARGEST GRAINITE OUTCROPS IN NORTH AMERICA, AND 
HAS EARNED OUR RESPECT AND ATTENTION.  BUT, JUST 
SOUTH OF STONE MOUNTAIN LIE TWO OFTEN 
OVERLOOKED TREASURES, WHICH HOLD AS MUCH NATURAL 
SPLENDOR.  ARABIA MOUNTAIN AND PANOLA MOUNTAIN 
ARE TWO OF GEORGIA’S BEST KEPT SECRETS. 

  
 >>Kelley: 

…We talk about the three sisters of Stone Mountain being the 
north sister, Arabia being the central, and then Panola being the 
south,  
Stone Mountain is actually run by an authority, which is not a 
part of the state parks system. … . Stone Mountain is geared 
more toward your commercial opportunities for outdoor 
recreation. …, it’s a part of their mission to provide recreational 
activities in a natural setting.  
Panola being a state park, it actually birthed the Georgia 
Conservancy, the desire to protect that property. People were 
beginning to see the growth patterns of Atlanta. They were 
beginning to be concerned about the protection of the 
endangered plants that are a part of the habitat at Panola 
Arabia Mountain is much more open to the public. The public 
can access the crest of the mountain, whereas Panola, because 
of its uniqueness, has more of a guided connectivity. You have 
to work through the park to have access to it. whereas Panola, 
because of its uniqueness, has more of a guided connectivity. 
You have to work through the park to have access to it. And 
that’s because it’s a conservation park. It’s designated that the 
purpose of the preservation of that land was to make sure that 
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we were conserving those resources. 
 >>N ARRATOR: 

IT’S ESTIMATED THAT MORE THAN 90 PERCENT OF 12,000 
ACRES OF EXPOSED GRANITE IN THE SOUTHEAST IS 
LOCATED IN GEORGIA. 

 ARABIA, PANOLA, AND STONE MOUNTAIN ARE 
MONADNOCKS, EMERGING LIKE ROCK ISLANDS FROM A 
FLAT LANDSCAPE.  ALL THREE BEGAN BURIED DEEP 
WITHIN THE EARTH, AND WERE UNCOVERED OVER A LONG 
PERIOD OF EROSION.   

 THOUGH THEY MAY LOOK SIMILAR, THESE THREE SISTERS 
ARE DIFFERENT AGES, AND MADE OF DIFFERENT ROCK.  IN 
FACT - UNLIKE PANOLA AND STONE MOUNTAIN, THE ROCK 
AT ARABIA ISN'T GRANITE AT ALL.  IT'S CALLED “GNEISS,” 
AND IT’S ABOUT ONE HUNDRED MILLION YEARS OLDER 
THAN ITS TWO SISTERS. 

 ROCK LIKE THIS ISN'T AS BARREN AS YOU MIGHT THINK.  A 
UNIQUE ECOSYSTEM THRIVES HERE - FILLED WITH 
SPECIALLY ADAPTED PLANT AND ANIMAL LIFE. ARABIA AND 
PANOLA CONTAIN SOME OF THE MOST PRISTINE EXAMPLES 
OF ROCK OUTCROP ECOLOGY IN THE COUNTRY 

 LOCATED JUST A FEW MILES EAST OF ATLANTA, PANOLA 
MOUNTAIN WAS PURCHASED BY THE STATE OF GEORGIA IN 
1972.  BECAUSE OF THE VALUABLE PLANT-LIFE FOUND ON 
THE PANOLA GRANITE, PANOLA MOUNTAIN BECAME 
GEORGIA’S FIRST CONSERVATION PARK. 

 >>Delestrez: It was kind of a different line of thinking for state 
parks to be a conservation park. Most state parks, their main 
goal is recreation. ... When Panola was established and became a 
park, their whole goal was preservation and education, and they 
wanted to preserve a 100-acre granite rock that was still pretty 
much in its natural or pristine condition. And it’s getting pretty 
rare to find those kinds of resources especially this close to 
Atlanta.  

 >>Narrator:  
PANOLA MOUN TAIN IS A N ATIONAL N ATURAL LANDMARK, 
A TITLE IT SHARES WITH THE GRAND CANYON AND THE 
OKEFENOKEE SWAMP.  SINCE ITS PURCHASE, THE PARK HAS 
EXPANDED FROM 500 ACRES TO OVER ONE THOUSAND 
ACRES, ENCOMPASSING MORE HABITAT THAN PANOLA 
MOUNTAIN ITSELF.  FORTY ACRES ARE OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC.  THE PUBLIC TRAILS WIND ACROSS BARE ROCK, 
ALONG STREAM-BEDS, AND OFFER A GOOD WORKOUT IN A 
NATURAL SETTING.   

 THOUGH THE MOUNTAIN ITSELF IS NOT OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC, THE PARK HOSTS MANY EVENTS LIKE THIS ONE – 
GEOLOGY DAY – WHICH OFFERS A GLIMPSE AT THE 
MOUNTAIN, AND THE UNUSUAL LIFE THAT CALLS IT HOME.  
N ATURALIST SCOTT RANGER LEADS THIS EXCITING 
WORKSHOP. 

 >>Ranger: 
How many of you have been out to Panola mountain itself? You 
have?! One of the rangers is raising his hand. (class 
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laughs)…You’re gonna discover once you’re out there that this 
is a very special place 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
THE DAY BEGINS WITH A BRIEF GEOLOGY LESSON  

 >>Ranger: 
We’re a very, very, very, old landscape 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
N EXT, THE REAL FUN BEGINS…WITH A HIKE TO THE TOP 
OF PANOLA MOUNTAIN. 

 >>Ranger: 
As you see rock that’s wet, do step flat footed. 

 >>N ARRATOR:  
BECAUSE SO MANY PROTECTED PLANT SPECIES LIVE ON 
THE MOUNTAIN TOP, SCOTT MAKES CERTAIN THAT 
EVERYONE UNDERSTANDS HOW FRAGILE THE LIFE ON A 
GRANITE OUTCROP IS. 

 >> Ranger: 
There are plants and organisms on every last piece of this 
mountain 

 Most of us are woefully ignorant of the land that we’re on. We 
are now so far removed from living by and close to the land. 
The things that our great grandfathers knew about living on the 
land are gone. So a park like Panola is a great place to go to get 
reattached to the land.  

 This granite came as what’s called a pluton, rising up, melting its 
way through country rock.  Once the 13 or so kilometers of 
stuff that was above this was eroded off, we expose the 
mountain…As you look up from here on the mountain, you’re 
seeing what’s called an exfoliation pattern. 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
EXFOLIATION IS A TYPE OF EROSION THAT CAUSES LAYERS 
OF ROCK TO PEEL AWAY LIKE AN ONION.  OVER THE YEARS, 
THIS SORT OF EROSION HAS HELPED PAVE THE WAY FOR 
MANY PLANT SPECIES TO TAKE ROOT. 

 >>Ranger: 
I think easily the surprise is how gorgeous it is and how much 
timber there is on the top of this mountain. Because they think 
of stone mountain as being bare, but Panola is very pristine, no 
sign of man, there’s no roads, there’s no markings, you’re just 
walking on beautiful rock covered with lichens and with trees all 
around it. And I think that’s easily the biggest surprise that 
people have on this mountain because there are just very few 
places left like it. 

 We have a really nifty lichen growing down here on the ground 
 >>N ARRATOR: ON BOTH PANOLA AND ARABIA 

MOUNTAINS, THE MOST PERVASIVE SPECIES IS LICHEN… 
 >>Ranger: 

Lichens are a very fascinating organism, because they are two 
organisms from two totally separate kingdoms growing together 
as one. It is a fungus growing with an algae 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
LICHEN GROWS VERY SLOWLY.  SOME SPECIES ONLY COVER 
AN AREA ABOUT THE SIZE OF A POSTAGE STAMP EVERY ONE 
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HUNDRED YEARS.   
 AT PANOLA AND ARABIA MOUNTAINS, LICHEN SERVES AS A 

PIONEER SPECIES, THE FIRST TO VENTURE OUT AND MAKE 
ITS HOME ALONG THE GRANITE SURFACE.   

 >>Ranger: If anybody spots a grasshopper, please make a big 
to-do about it! 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
LICHEN ALSO PROVIDES A NATURAL CAMOFLAGE FOR 
SPECIALLY ADAPTED ORGANISMS LIKE THIS ONE, THE 
LICHEN GRASSHOPPER, WHICH HAS ADAPTED ITS COLORING 
TO MIMIC THE LICHEN ITSELF.  THESE GRASSHOPPERS CAN 
BE FOUND IN ABUNDUNCE DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS 
ALONG THE GRANITE OUTCROPS, ALONG WITH OTHER 
EQUALLY ADAPTED CREATURES SUCH AS THE LICHEN 
SPIDER. 

 >>Ranger: 
He can camoflage himself pretty well and virtually disappear 
into the rock. 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
MANY PLANTS ON THESE MOUNTAINS CAN BE FOUND IN 
SOLUTION PITS -- BOWL-SHAPED CRATERS CARVED INTO 
THE SURFACE OF THE ROCK.  WEATHER, EXFOLIATION, 
AND CHEMICALS RELEASED BY LICHENS HELP TRANSFORM 
THE STONE TO SOIL, MAKING WAY FOR A VARIETY OF 
PLANTS. DURING WET PERIODS, THESE SMALL GARDENS 
COME TO LIFE. 

 >>Ranger: 
The solution pits that form by erosion turn into, when they get 
large enough, we call them a vernal pool. They have water in 
them whenever it rains, and that allows for a population of 
plants and animals that will live in them that can tolerate 
periodic periods without water in them, that they can live three 
or four weeks during a long drought. Pretty soon, rain’s going to 
come, and they’ll have an inch or two of water in it.   

 >>N ARRATOR: 
THROUGH THE DRY HEAT OF SUMMER, MANY PLANTS LIE 
DORMANT ON THESE MOUNTAIN TOPS….AS THE 
TEMPERATURE DROPS, A SPECTACULAR DISPLAY OF COLOR 
EMERGES, AND THE STAR OF THE SHOW IS THE 
CONFEDERATE DAISY.  LATE SEPTEMBER LOOKS MORE LIKE 
SPRING AT THE TOPS OF THESE MOUNTAINS, WITH 
BRILLIANT YELLOWS AND CONTRASTING GREENS PEAKING 
OUT AMONG THE CRACKS AND DEPRESSIONS IN THE ROCK 

 >>Ranger: 
The yellow daisy, or confederate daisy, is an annual so it has to 
grow from new seed every year. The confederate daisy is actually 
a sunflower, not really a daisy…. It likes open sun, so obviously 
in an area like Panola and Arabia and stone mountain where you 
have lots of open sun, it’ll grow quite well. It only grows in the 
areas where the soil is built up enough around these little 
gardens, the solution pits, where there is enough soil for the 
roots to grow down several inches into the ground.  

 >>N arrator: 
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IN EARLY APRIL, A DIFFERENT KIND OF BEAUTY EMERGES 
HERE – THE BRILLIANT REDS OF DIAMORPHA, A PLANT 
EXCLUSIVE TO THESE ROCK OUTCROPS. 

 >>Ranger: 
Diamorpha is one of the fun plants of the granite outcrops of 
the southeast. It’s found on virtually every flat rock granite 
outcrop in the southeast, and when it’s showy, it is really showy. 
This massive red that leads up to income tax day, when it turns 
into a massive white as the flowers come out.  

 >>N ARRATOR: 
THE RAREST PLANTS ON THESE OUTCROPS ARE ALSO 
AMONG THE SMALLEST.  POOL SPRITE AND BLACK-SPORED 
QUILL WORT ARE TWO FEDERALLY ENDANGERED PLANTS 
FOUND SIDE BY SIDE IN THE SOLUTION PITS OF ARABIA 
MOUNTAIN. 

  
 GEORGIA’S NATIVE PLANTS ARE THE FOUNDATION OF OUR 

ECOSYSTEM.  IN VASIVE EXOTICS LIKE CHINESE PRIVET CAN 
SNEAK IN AND QUICKLY OVERTAKE A LANDSCAPE, LEAVING 
NO ROOM FOR NATIVES TO GROW.  PANOLA IS NOT IMMUNE 
TO THESE INVADERS, AND IT TAKES A SMALL ARMY TO HOLD 
THEM BACK.   

 >>Delestrez: 
In the past couple of years we’ve taken on more of a land 
management responsibility.  

 I get to donate a certain amount of my time to these projects 
like establishing native grasses back to the park and removing 
privet.  

 >>N ARRATOR: 
PANOLA ALSO INVITES THE PUBLIC TO HELP HOLD BACK 
EXOTIC SPECIES 

 >>Delestrez: 
We have people who come to our privet pulls who are involved 
in the Georgia Native Plant Society or the Georgia Botanical 
Society. But then we get a mix of folks who are just families 
who may have read an article in the paper that Panola Mt. Is 
having a privet pull. 

 >>Peterson: I wanted to do some volunteer work, I love to be 
outdoors and love to work in the woods.  Wanted to do 
something to help get rid of non-native species. 

 >>Goude: It’s a very hearty plant.  It grows to be trees, and it 
takes over. 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
VOLUNTEER GROUPS LIKE AMERICORPS HAVE ALSO JOINED 
THE FIGHT TO HELP GET RID OF INVASIVES 

 >>Devos: 
Well this is actually the second year that Americorps has helped 
out with the Panola project.  

 We are removing privet, Chinese privet, helping the rangers do 
that …Being a part of a team is really rewarding because you 
can accomplish more together than what you could on your 
own. 

 >>Wilhour: 
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I think the great thing about this is because we’re actually 
removing things, like it’s really easy to see what we’re doing. 
You can see how much progress we’re making. And it just 
makes it really nice at the end of the day to look back and say, 
“Well we cleared this much today.” It’s really visible. 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
JUST A FEW MILES UP THE ROAD, DAVIDSON ARABIA 
MOUNTAIN N ATURE PRESERVE CONTAINS OVER 2,000 
ACRES OF DIVERSE HABITAT.  THE PREMIERE ATTRACTION 
HERE IS ARABIA MOUNTAIN.   
FORMED ABOUT 375 MILLION YEARS AGO, ARABIA 
MOUNTAIN IS MUCH OLDER THAN PANOLA OR STONE 
MOUNTAIN.  IT HAS BEEN A PLACE OF REVERENCE FOR 
CENTURIES.  N ATIVE AMERICANS HELD A SPECIAL 
CONNECTION WITH THE ROCK. TODAY, THE MOUNTAIN IS 
OPEN FOR ALL TO ENJOY. 

 >>Terry: Arabia Mountain is a very unique place. You can 
come out here and take a hike up the mountain and go up and 
see this great view, 360 degrees. You can look all the way 
around. The reflections of the pools on top of the mountain 
where the endangered plant species are and you just get a very 
peaceful feeling from being up there. A lot of people like to go 
up there to meditate, or just to sit and watch the sunset. The 
sunrises up there are great. So it has its own soul I think 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
IN THE EARLY PART OF THE 20TH CENTURY, THE MOUNTAIN 
SERVED A VERY DIFFERENT PURPOSE. 
UNLIKE PANOLA, THE ROCK AT ARABIA MOUNTAIN WAS 
SUBSTANTIALLY QUARRIED 

 >>Jordan: It’s hard to imagine when you come out here the 
scale of industrial activity that used to go on out here. We have 
old pictures and old films where there’s railroads and steam 
engines and hundreds and hundreds of men with jackhammers 
and sledgehammers and rock cutting machines breaking rock 
and steam and iron. And today it’s all grown back up in trees, 
and you think it’s very pristine, but when you see the imagery 
from those times, this was a large-scale industrial activity out 
here. Slowly but surely the world changed and the demand for 
that sort of rock quarrying passed on. So what the Davidson 
Family did, they made it happen that they could offer to donate 
about 550 acres or so to Dekalb County to be what’s the heart 
of Arabia Mountain.  

 >>N ARRATOR:  
DAVIDSON ARABIA MOUNTAIN NATURE PRESERVE HAS 
SINCE EXPANDED TO ENCOMPASS OVER 2000 ACRES, 
PROVIDING A NATURAL ESCAPE FROM URBAN LIFE.  UNLIKE 
PANOLA, MOST OF ARABIA IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.  THE 
OUTCROP IS EASILY ACCESSIBLE THROUGH TRAILS, AND A 
PAVED BIKE PATH MAKES ARABIA MOUNTAIN ONE OF THE 
MOST POPULAR URBAN BIKING DESTINATIONS IN THE 
STATE.  THIS OPEN DOOR POLICY HASN’T ALWAYS WORKED 
TOWARD PRESERVING THE SERENE ENVIRONMENT AT THE 
PARK.  FROM THE SEVENTIES THROUGH THE EARLY 
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NINETIES, THE PARK WAS LEFT LARGELY UNMANAGED - 
AND IT SUFFERED FROM VANDALISM AND ABUSE. 

 >>Kelley: And it just kind of became the hangout where people 
went to drink some beer, break some bottles, shoot off a gun or 
two every once in a while, and that was kind of the history. It 
was kind of a rough area to go.  

 >>N ARRATOR: 
AN EXTENSIVE EFFORT HAS RETURNED ARABIA MOUNTAIN 
TO ITS ORIGINAL STATE.  IT HAS SINCE BECOME A 
WONDERFUL PLACE TO EXPERIENCE AND LEARN ABOUT 
NATURE.   DEER AND WILD TURKEY CAN BE SEEN 
WANDERING AMONG THE ROCKS AND FORESTED AREAS OF 
THE PARK, AND THE POOLS OF WATER WHICH COLLECT IN 
THE QUARRIED AREAS OF THE PARK PROVIDE UNUSUAL 
HABITAT FOR AQUATIC SPECIES.  EVERY YEAR, THIS POOL IS 
A BREEDING GROUND FOR SALAMANDERS.  PARK RANGER 
MARY TERRY TAKES A SPECIAL INTEREST IN THIS 
POPULATION OF AMPHIBIANS. 

 >>Terry: 
We have two different species that breed in the pools: the 
marble salamander usually lays eggs in October, and the spotted 
salamander. And so you have these wonderful big balls of 
spotted salamander egg masses in there, then the small larval 
stage of the marble salamander at the same time. But somehow 
we get great populations of these salamanders out here 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
FROM THE ROCK OUTCROP, TO THE BIKE PATH TO THE 
MILES OF TRAILS WHICH WIND THROUGH THE PARK, 
ARABIA MOUNTAIN HAS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE.  THIS 
GROUP IS GETTING THEIR START EARLY. 

 >>Terry: 
What’s our theme today?  Monarch butterflies, yay!  Has anyone 
seen a monarch before? 

 >>David: 
Well it’s called Little Explorers of Arabia, and I have a 2 ½ year 
old son named Andrew who was eager to socialize and be 
outside, and we had a real passion for hiking and backpacking 
and I wanted to expose him to the outdoors. And we discovered 
the nature preserve right after we moved out here, and decided 
to come for a picnic one day, and were fortunate enough to 
meet Mary Terry, the park ranger. The first day that we met her, 
we discovered a world of caterpillars, and I just had a total 
inspiration that this would be something good to share with 
other little kids.  

 Who’s ready to go hunting now? 
 >>Terry: 

We’re just getting them out hiking a little bit, and just showing 
them things as we walk. There’s always something in nature that 
you can find to talk about. We’ve built bird feeders,  

 I brought out one of the books today if anyone’s really 
interested in butterflies and moths…this is one of the best 
books. 

 If you introduce nature to them as a child, they really will be 
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much more interested in it and help take care of the world. And 
so it’s very important that they get interested in it and feel 
comfortable in it.  

 >>Blair: I think she likes getting the butterfly cap put on her 
because she loves little baseball caps and she’ll wear those.  It 
calms kids to be in nature, they’re just a whole new kid when 
their outside 

 >>Harris-White: Nature and conserving the environment are 
very important benefits that both my husband and I try to teach 
our children and it’s just really important that they be exposed 
to as many different animals in their natural habitat and be learn 
about the importance of conserving what we have 

 >>Terry and David: Alright bye! 
 >>David: 

Well I think all the residents of the Dekalb County area are 
extremely fortunate in that the green space moneys has made 
this nature preserve possible. You know just a few minutes 
away, you’re on the interstate and stuck in traffic. And if you 
just drive around the corner, you can be in a place of solitude 
and peace, and really get some good spiritual time and some 
exercise at the same time. 

 >>FEMALE NARRATOR:  
THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES JUNIOR RANGER 

PROGRAM IS A GREAT WAY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TO HAVE FUN 

WHILE LEARNING ABOUT THE OUTDOORS.  BY FOLLOWING THE 

GUIDELINES IN THE JUNIOR RANGER ACTIVITY BOOK, KIDS 

WILL EXPERIENCE NATURE, EXPLORE GEORGIA'S HISTORY, 
AND ENJOY OUTDOOR RECREATION.  THEY CAN WORK 

THROUGH THE MANUAL ON THEIR OWN, OR BY ATTENDING A 

DAY CAMP DAY OR WORKSHOP AT A STATE PARK. ACTIVITY 

BOOKS ARE AVAILABLE AT GEORGIA’S STATE PARKS AND 

HISTORIC SITES OR ONLINE.  FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT 

THIS WEBSITE. 
  
 >>MALE N ARRATOR:  

THE ROCK OUTCROPS AT ARABIA AND PANOLA MOUNTAINS 
ARE JUST A PART OF WHAT THESE PARKS HOLD.  
WETLANDS…FORESTS…LAKES…RIVERS… AND A VAST 
ARRAY OF WILDLIFE CAN BE FOUND THROUGHOUT.  IN  1998, 
AN ALLIANCE OF CIVIC LEADERS BEGAN BUILDING A 
CONNECTION BETWEEN THESE PARKS AND OTHER 
VALUABLE PROPERTIES IN THE AREA.   

 >>Jordan:  
Well the Arabia Alliance, which is shorthand for the Arabia 
Mountain Heritage Area Alliance is a conservation organization 
in a sense, but it’s also a community building organization 
because the alliance seeks to gather all of the different interest 
together in this part of the world.  

 We want to have a pedestrian connection between Arabia and 
the South River. 

 >>N ARRATOR:  
THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF THE ALLIANCE IS TO DESIGNATE 
THIS A N ATIONAL HERITAGE AREA, WHICH WILL HELP 
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PRESERVE KEY NATURAL RESOURCES LIKE ARABIA AND 
PANOLA, AS WELL AS OTHER GREEN AREAS AND CULTURAL 
LANDMARKS. 

 >>Kelley: Knowing that Arabia and Panola are kind of the 
lynchpins or primary resources, there are a number of properties 
that needed to be protected that would provide connection 
between those two tracts, as well as properties that have their 
own unique story to tell.  
And that’s the important part of the National Heritage Areas is 
telling those cultural pieces and connecting them to the land. 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
ONE OF THE KEY PROPERTIES IN THE HERITAGE AREA IS 
VAUGHTER’S FARM.  JUST UP THE ROAD FROM ARABIA 
MOUNTAIN, THE ROLLING FIELDS OF VAUGHTERS FARM 
SERVE AS A REMINDER OF DAYS GONE BY – WHEN DEKALB 
COUNTY WAS A CENTER OF AGRICULTURE. 

 >>Jordan: 
Mr. Vaughters grew up in north GA and he was a school 
teacher, and then he decided that he wanted to be a 
farmer…This land was relatively inexpensive because it was 
eroded old cotton land. So he had to restore the land he actually 
planted kudzu. It’s hard to believe someone would intentionally 
plant kudzu, but he had to plant kudzu to stabilize what he had 
there. And Dekalb County had over 50 dairy farms. And he had 
one of the last dairy farms in Dekalb County, one of the small 
dairy farms. 

 >>Kelley: By our understanding of his history of the site, we 
hopefully are going to be able to interpret it even better, and 
that was one of the great acquisitions. And that, in essence, is 
going to be the northern gateway to the National Heritage Area 
because there’s no way that you cannot drive by that property 
and just recognize the beauty of that pastoral picture.  

 >>N ARRATOR: 
OTHER PARTS OF THE HERITAGE AREA ARE SMALLER, BUT 
ALSO TELL AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE HISTORY HERE. 

 THIS SMALL CEMETARY, NESTLED IN A FOREST BEHIND A 
NEIGHBORHOOD, IS THE FINAL RESTING PLACE FOR 
GENERATIONS OF PEOPLE.  IT’S BEEN SAID THAT THIS LAND 
WAS ONCE A NATIVE AMERICAN BURIAL GROUND.  LATER, IT 
BECAME A SLAVE CEMETARY, AND WAS PASSED ON TO THE 
FLATROCK COMMUNITY, A LINEAGE OF PEOPLE THAT 
PREDATES DEKALB COUNTY.   

 JOHNNY WAITS AND VERA WHITAKER, WHOSE ANCESTORS 
ARE BURIED HERE, HAVE BEEN WORKING WITH THE 
ALLIANCE TO HAVE THIS CEMETARY INCLUDED IN THE 
HERITAGE AREA. 

 Waits: This is John Waits, whis is this man here. 
 All of our lives, our families, on the fourth Saturday in August 

would always go to the cemetery and clean the cemetery before 
our church homecoming. So I’ve always known about the 
cemetery all my life.  
A lot of slaves are buried out there. It’s a lot of families that was 
around in the mid 1800s and the late 1800s up to the 1900s. We 
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stopped burying there in 1957.  
 Whitaker:  

Well it’s very important to me because these people that’s buried 
there, they can’t take care of themselves. And it’s left up to us to 
do the job.  

 >>Waits: Because there’s so many that’s broken. 
 We hope to restore the stones. Some of the stones have been 

broken. In the 60s we had a lot of people, a lot of kids that were 
going around destroying cemeteries. And we hope that we can 
just go in there and restore some of the stones, but leave it 
mainly the way it is now. 

 >>N ARRATOR:  
CONNECTED TO ARABIA AND PANOLA BY THE SOUTH 
RIVER, THE MONASTERY OF OUR LADY OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT IS A CORNERSTONE OF THE HERITAGE AREA.  THE 
MONASTERY SITS ON TWO THOUSAND ACRES OF WELL 
PRESERVED LAND.   

 >>Stiteler 
This particular monastery, the Monastery of Our Lady of the 
Holy Spirit, was founded in 1944. And it was the first group of 
Americans who founded a Trappist monastery. 

 The relationship of monasteries with nature goes back a long 
way. Monasteries have always been tied to the land. One of the 
vow that monks take is a vow of stability to a place. When we 
came here in 1944, we bought an old plantation, Honey Creek 
Plantation. We monks believe that that land was given to us as a 
heritage. So it’s our hope to really try to protect it and preserve 
it.  

    
 >>N ARRATOR:  

THESE ARE JUST A FEW EXAMPLES OF PROPERTIES THAT 
TELL THE STORY NOT ONLY OF THIS LAND, BUT OF THE 
PEOPLE WHO HAVE CALLED IT HOME FOR GENERATIONS. 

 >>Kelley:  
We’re excited that we have the opportunity to make these 
acquisitions. We know that when it’s all said and done, we’ll 
have a great connection from the Dekalb County Park System 
into the State Park System and even into the Rockdale system, 
and the final partner being the Monastery. And it just makes a 
win-win for not only the citizens of today, but our natural 
species, and the recognition of our culture. 

 >>FEMALE NARRATOR: FUNDING FOR GEORGIA 

OUTDOORS HAS BEEN MADE POSSIBLE BY A GRANT 

FROM MARY HALL SINGLETON, AND BY THE 

IMLAY FOUNDATION 
  

 
 


