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Video Audio 
 >>N ARRATOR: 

ON THIS EPISODE OF GEORGIA OUTDOORS, 
WE’LL EXPLORE THE MANY WAYS EXOTIC 
PLANT AND ANIMAL SPECIES AFFECT OUR 
LIVES AND ENVIRONMENT FROM THE 
ANNUAL FIRE ANT FESTIVAL IN  ASHBURN 
GEORGIA TO ENGLISH IVY GROWING IN YOUR 
BACKYARD.  PLUS WE’LL HAVE A VISIT FROM 
GARDENING GURU WALTER 
REEVES…COMING UP NEXT ON GEORGIA 
OUTDOORS! 
 

 (Georgia Outdoors theme song) 
  

 

WE OFTEN THINK OF THE TERM “EXOTIC” AS 
MEANING SOMETHING UNUSUAL OR 
EXCITING…EXOTIC LOCALES, FOODS, OR 
CULTURES.  BUT WHEN APPLIED TO PLANTS 
AND WILDLIFE, EXOTIC SIMPLY REFERS TO AN 
ORGANISM THAT ISN’T NATIVE TO THE AREA.  
THERE ARE MANY EXOTIC SPECIES IN  
GEORGIA, SOME OF WHICH HAVE CAUSED 
SERIOUS PROBLEMS TO OUR NATIVE 
WILDLIFE. PERHAPS THE MOST IRRITATING 
AND WELL KNOWN OF THESE IS THE 
AGRESSIVE SOUTH AMERICAN FIRE ANT, BUT 
ONE GEORGIAN COMMUNITY HAS FOUND A 
UNIQUE WAY OF COPING WITH THIS 
INVASION.   

  
  
 >>Zorn: 

WE’VE GOT A LOT OF NOTORIETY ABOUT THE FIRE ANT 
FESTIVAL JUST BECAUSE IT’S DIFFERENT AND UNIQUE. 
WE DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT EVERY YEAR, SOMETHING KIND 
OF OFF THE WALL, SOMETHING WACKY AND JUST HAVE FUN 
WITH IT 
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 >>Martyniak: 

WHERE ELSE CAN YOU SEE A FIRE COMING DOWN THE ROAD 
ON A HARLEY HOG MOTORCYCLE WITH ELVIS RIGHT BEHIND IT? 

  
 >>Actual Fire Ant: 

OH, I REALLY ENJOY IT BECAUSE EVERYBODY’S PAYING 
ATTENTION TO ME AND EVERYTHING. 
THEY RESPECT THE FIRE ANT A LOT BECAUSE THEY KNOW HOW 
BAD WE CAN REALLY HURT THEM 

 >>Horst: 
WE SPONSOR THE FIRE ANT FESTIVAL BECAUSE IT’S A PRETTY 
BIG EVENT. IT POKES FUN AT A SERIOUS PROBLEM. IT’S A FUN 
WAY FOR US TO DRAW ATTENTION TO A VERY SERIOUS 
PROBLEM.  
 
>>Martyniak: 
HOW WOULD I DESCRIBE THE CHARACTER OF THE FIRE 
ANTS…TENACIOUS, THEIR LATIN NAME, SOLENOPSIS INVICTA. 
INVICTA, THEY DEFINITELY ARE INVINCIBLE. 

  
 >>Real Fire Ant: 

OH THIS IS MY KIND OF WEATHER AND MY KIND OF PLACE, 
BECAUSE THE MORE PEOPLE AROUND, THE MORE I GET TO 
CHEW ON 

  
  
 >>Zorn: 

THE FESTIVAL STARTED ABOUT 8 YEARS AGO AND WE WANTED 
SOMETHING DIFFERENT THAT WOULD CATCH PEOPLE’S 
ATTENTION, AND WE THOUGHT SINCE ASHBURN WAS A SMALL 
TOWN, WE’RE KIND OF LIKE FIRE ANTS…WE’RE SMALL BUT 
INDUSTRIOUS AND YOU CAN’T KILL US. WE’VE ALWAYS HAD 
GOOD CROWDS, BUT I THINK WE’VE GOT A BETTER CROWD THIS 
YEAR THAN EVER BEFORE JUST BECAUSE OF THE PRETTY 
WEATHER, FIRST DAY OF SPRING, PEOPLE READY TO GET OUT, 
BUT WE ESTIMATE PROBABLY 10 TO 12 THOUSAND PEOPLE HERE 
THIS YEAR AND THAT’S ABOUT 8,000 MORE THAN WE HAVE HERE 
ON ANY OTHER DAY OF THE WEEK 

  
 >> Aubuchom: 

I THINK IT’S GREAT…THERE’S A CERTAIN IRONY, THAT WE’RE 
MAKING THE BEST OUT OF WHAT WE’VE GOT, REALIZING, “HEY, 
IF YOU CAN’T BEAT ‘EM, JOIN ‘EM.” 

  
 
 

>>Man on microphone: 
THE FIRE AND CALLING CONTEST IS COMING UP IN JUST A FEW 
MINUTES, SO IF YOU HAVEN’T SIGNED UP FOR THAT-- 

 >>Zorn: 
WELL, THIS YEAR, OF COURSE WE HAD THE BIG FIRE ANT 
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CALLING CONTEST 
 

 (People doing fire ant calls) 
 >>Zorn: OF COURSE WE HAVE THE FIRE ANT FLING WHERE WE 

SEE HOW FAR WE CAN FLING A FIRE ANT, JUST A PLASTIC FIRE 
ANT OF COURSE. 
SO WE JUST TRY TO DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT AND OFF THE 
WALL EVERY YEAR.  
 
>>Martyniak: 
THIS IS A WONDERFUL VENUE…IT’S A NON-SCIENTIFIC VENUE 
IT’S GREAT FOR US TO PROVIDE OUR MESSAGE THAT WE HAVE 
ABOUT A SAFE ALTERNATIVE TO PESTICIDES FOR FIRE ANT 
CONTROL. IT’S RIGHT IN THE CENTER OF FIRE ANT CENTRAL.  
EVERYWHERE YOU GO YOU SEE FIRE ANT MOUNDS.  LARGE 
ONES, SMALL ONES, WE HAVE NO PROBLEM FINDING MOUNDS. 

  
 >>Aubuchom: 

MOST OF THE QUESTIONS PEOPLE ASK ME ABOUT FIRE ANTS, 
HOW CAN WE KILL THEM, HOW CAN WE GET RID OF THEM. 
WE’RE TRYING TO MANAGE THEM, TRYING TO SHOW PEOPLE 
USE THE PRODUCTS THAT ARE OUT THERE FOR BAITING OR 
CONTACT PLEASE DON’T USE GASOLINE TO KILL THEM, 
BECAUSE THAT’S REALLY BAD FOR THE ENVIRONMENT. WE’VE 
TRIED ERADICATION AND JUST IT’S REALLY NOT GOING TO 
WORK.  SO WE’RE TRYING TO DEAL WITH THE FIRE ANTS AND 
MINIMIZE THEIR EFFECT, BUT…FIRE ANTS ARE HERE TO STAY. 

  
 >>N ARRATOR:   

MOST SOUTHERNERS HAVE ENCOUNTERED THESE 
HIGHLY AGGRESSIVE BUGS AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER, 
BUT WHERE DID THIS INSECT INVADER COME FROM?  
KENNETH ROSS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA, IS 
CONDUCTING RESEARCH TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE 
ORIGIN AN D SOCIAL BEHAVIOR OF THE FIRE ANT . 

  
>>Ross: 
THE SERIOUS PEST SPECIES THAT WE HAVE HERE NOW IS NOT A 
NATIVE SPECIES. THEY WERE FIRST NOTICED AROUND THE 
PORT OF MOBILE, ALABAMA IN THE EARLY 1930S, SO IT’S 
ASSUMED THAT THEY ARRIVED VIA SHIPPING OF SOME SORT 
FROM SOUTH AMERICA. BUT WE DO HAVE AT LEAST TWO OR 
THREE NATIVE FIRE ANT SPECIES. WITH IT’S ARRIVAL, IT HAS ALL 
BUT DRIVEN TO EXTINCTION THE NATIVE SPECIES 

 >>N ARRATOR:   
FIRE ANTS REPRODUCE RAPIDLY.  ONE 
REPRODUCING QUEEN CAN QUICKLY 
ESTABLISH A MOUND, AND A MATURE MOUND 
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CAN HOUSE UP TO 500,000 ANTS - AN 
ENORMOUS NUCLEAR FAMILY!  AS MANY OF US 
KNOW, FIRE ANTS ARE FIERCELY DEFENSIVE 
OF THEIR MOTHER AND SIBLINGS.  THEY 
AREN’T LIKELY TO “TURN THE OTHER 
CHEEK”! 

 >>Ross: 
FIRE ANTS ARE THE ONLY SOCIAL INSECTS THAT I KNOW OF 
THAT, IF THEY GET ON YOU, THEY WILL STING YOU. IF A 
FORAGING WASP OR A HONEYBEE HAPPENS TO LAND ON YOU, 
AS LONG AS YOU DON’T PESTER IT, IT WILL LEAVE YOU ALONE.  
BUT FIRE ANTS ARE VERY PUGNACIOUS AND AGGRESSIVE IN 
THEIR BEHAVIOR, AND THEY SEEM TO BE UNABLE TO RESIST 
STINGING ANY ANIMAL THEY COME UPON.   

 >>N ARRATOR: 
FIRE ANTS ARE HARD TO CONTROL IN OUR 
REGION BECAUSE THEY HAVE VERY FEW 
NATURAL PREDATORS.  ONE POSSIBILITY FOR 
CONTROLLING THEM IS TO INTRODUCE A 
PREDATOR FROM THEIR NATIVE HABITAT 
INTO OURS.  IN  SOUTH AMERICA, ONE SUCH 
CREATURE IS THE FORID FLY, OR 
DECAPITATING FLY.  TO REPRODUCE, THIS 
TINY FLY LAYS ITS EGG IN THE BODY OF A LIVE 
FIRE ANT. 

 >>Aubuchom: 
THAT EGG WILL THEN HATCH INTO A LARVAE AND THEN THE 
LARVAE WILL MOVE INTO THE HEAD AND AFTER ABOUT THREE 
WEEKS THE HEAD OF THE FIRE ANT WILL POP OFF AND AN 
ADULT FLY WILL EMERGE.  

 >>N ARRATOR: 
THOUGH SCIENTISTS ARE LOOKING FOR WAYS 
TO CONTROL THE SPECIES, THESE 
DETERMINED BUGS ARE HERE TO STAY.  AND 
IT’S IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER THAT ANTS, 
EVEN FIRE ANTS, CAN PLAY AN IMPORTANT 
ROLE IN  THEIR ENVIRONMENT.   

 >>Ross: 
IN NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES, ANTS ARE ACTUALLY VERY 
IMPORTANT AND PLAY CRUCIAL ECOLOGICAL ROLES. SO WE 
SHOULD NOT SEEK TO EXTERMINATE ALL ANTS. WHAT WE 
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NEED TO DO IS TRY TO REDUCE CIRCUMSTANCES BY WHICH 
INSECTS ARE INTRODUCED INADVERTENTLY INTO NEW 
HABITATS BECAUSE THAT’S WHEN THEY BECOME SERIOUS 
ECOLOGICAL PROBLEMS.  

 >>Nicholson: 
ANY TIME A NON-NATIVE ANIMAL IS INTRODUCED INTO A 
HABITAT, THAT THE ANIMALS THAT ARE ALREADY THERE DID 
NOT EVOLVE WITH THAT ANIMAL, YOU HAVE POTENTIAL FOR 
DAMAGE TO THAT HABITAT AND TO THOSE ANIMAL SPECIES TO 
OCCUR.  

 >>N ARRATOR: 
THERE ARE MANY OTHER ANIMALS COMMON 
IN GEORGIA WHICH HAVEN’T ALWAYS BEEN 
PERMANENT RESIDENTS.  

 >>Nicholson:  
STARLINGS AND ENGLISH OR HOUSE SPARROWS WERE 
INTRODUCED IN THE UNITED STATES IN THE 1850S. IN GEORGIA, 
THEY HAVE HAD SOME IMPACTS ON OUR NATIVE SONGBIRDS. 
BLUEBIRDS IS A PROMINENT EXAMPLE OF THAT. THEY COMPETE 
DIRECTLY WITH THE BLUEBIRDS FOR NESTING CAVITIES. 
COYOTES MADE IT INTO GEORGIA THROUGH A NATURAL 
RANGE EXPANSION FROM THE WEST. THEY ALSO WERE HELPED 
A LITTLE BIT BY ILLEGAL RELEASES IN SEVERAL LOCATIONS IN 
THE STATE. 
ARMADILLOS CAME TO GEORGIA FROM SOUTH AMERICA 
THROUGH TEXAS AND LOUISIANA, AND THEY ALSO WERE 
HELPED BY SOME ILLEGAL RELEASES DOWN IN FLORIDA.  

 
 
 

 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
THE TERM “FERAL” REFERS TO ANIMALS 
WHICH WERE ONCE DOMESTICATED, BUT 
HAVE BEEN RELEASED OR ESCAPED AND 
REVERT TO A WILD STATE. CUMBERLAND 
ISLAND ON GEORGIA’S COAST IS HOME TO A 
SMALL GROUP OF FERAL HORSES. THE 
NUMBER OF HORSES ON THE ISLAND HAS 
RISEN AND FALLEN SINCE THEY WERE 
INTRODUCED BY SPANISH EXPLORERS MORE 
THAN 400 YEARS AGO. TODAY, A POCKET 
HORSES REMAINS ON THE ISLAND, AND 
BECAUSE THEY ARE AN EXOTIC SPECIES, 
THEIR PRESENCE HAS BEEN A SOURCE OF 
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DEBATE. 
 >>Peters: 

THEY DO HAVE IMPACTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT, UH SOME 
PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT THE HORSES SHOULD BE REMOVED 
FROM THE ISLAND, SOME PEOPLE SEE THE HORSES AS PART OF 
THE CULTURAL RESOURCE HERE BECAUSE THEY WERE 
BROUGHT HERE IN THE UH, PRIOR TO THIS BECOMING A 
NATIONAL SEASHORE. SO OUR DIFFICULTY IS TO TRY AND FIND 
SOME KIND OF BALANCE THAT MAXIMIZES THE PROTECTION OF 
THE RESOURCE, BOTH THE NATURAL AND THE CULTURAL 
RESOURCES. 

 N ARRATOR: 
FERAL HOGS WERE ALSO INTRODUCED BY 
SPANISH EXPLORERS.  THEY REPRODUCE 
RAPIDLY, AND THE EXPANDING POPULATION 
HAS CAUSED SERIOUS PROBLEMS FOR OUR 
NATIVE WILDLIFE. 

 >>Nicholson: 
FERAL HOGS ARE PROBABLY ONE OF THE MOST DESTRUCTIVE 
EXOTIC MAMMALS THAT WE HAVE IN THE STATE. THEY 
COMPETE DIRECTLY WITH THE WIDE VARIETY OF NATIVE 
WILDLIFE THROUGH CONSUMPTION OF FOOD. THEY ALSO EAT 
ALMOST ANYTHING THAT CAN’T GET OUT OF THEIR WAY. THEIR 
ROOTING BEHAVIOR REMOVES ROOT STALKS OF PLANTS. 
THEY’LL EAT THE EGGS OF GROUND-NESTING BIRDS, AND EVEN 
NESTLING RABBITS AND OTHER SMALL MAMMALS THAT CAN’T 
GET OUT OF THEIR WAY.  

 >>NARRATOR:  
FERAL HOG POPULATIONS ON THE COAST 
HAVE ALSO HAD A DEVASTATING IMPACT ON 
NEST SITES OF THE ENDANGERED 
LOGGERHEAD SEA TURTLE. 

 >>Dodd: 
FERAL HOGS ARE PARTICULARLY DESTRUCTIVE AND THEY CAN 
TAKE AS UH, UH IF THEY ARE INVOLVED IN A NEST 
DEPREDATION, THEY GENERALLY TAKE ALL OF THE EGGS. AS 
RECENTLY AS 1990, UH WE’D LOST AS MANY AS 70 % OF OUR 
NESTS ON SOME OF OUR BARRIER ISLANDS, AND SO WE HAVE 
SOME PREDATOR REMOVAL PROGRAMS ON MANY OF OUR MORE 
REMOTE ISLANDS WHERE FERAL HOGS ARE ABUNDANT. 

 >>NARRATOR: 
ANOTHER DOMESTICATED ANIMAL THAT CAN 
WREAK HAVOC ON NATIVE WILDLIFE WHEN 
ON THE LOOSE MAY BE CLOSER THAN YOU 
THINK.  
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 >>Nicholson: THERE ARE TWO SITUATIONS WHERE HOUSE CATS 
CAN BE REAL PROBLEMS TO NATIVE WILDLIFE. THE FIRST IS THE 
TRUE FERAL HOUSECAT THAT ARE ACTUALLY LIVING AND 
SURVIVING AND REPRODUCING IN THE WOODS AND AROUND 
FARMS. THE OTHER GROUP OF HOUSECATS ARE THOSE THAT 
BELONG TO PEOPLE THAT ARE ALLOWED TO RANGE FREE, FREE 
RANGING HOUSECATS. AND THEY ALSO, EVEN THOUGH 
THEY’RE FED AT HOME, THEIR NATURAL INSTINCT IS TO HUNT.  
(suspenseful music) 
>>Nicholson: AND THEY CAN HAVE AN IMPACT ON SONGBIRD 
POPULATIONS AND SMALL MAMMAL POPULATIONS AROUND 
THE HOMES WHERE THEY LIVE.  

  
 

 
 
>>NARRATOR: 
IF A COMMON HOUSE CAT CAN BE A PROBLEM, 
IMAGINE WHAT A TIGER ON THE RUN COULD 
DO.  IN  GEORGIA, IT IS NOT LEGAL TO HOLD 
WILD ANIMALS AS PETS, AND A WILD ANIMAL 
CAN BE ANYTHING FROM A CHIPMUNK TO A 
COUGAR.  WHEN THESE ANIMALS ARE 
CONFISCATED, THEY ARE OFTEN PLACED IN  A 
LICENSED FACILITY LIKE THIS ONE - N OAH’S 
ARK IN LOCUST GROVE, GEORGIA.  

 >>Hedgecoth: NOAH’S ARK IS A REHABILITATION CENTER FOR 
ANIMALS AND A PLACE FOR CHILDREN TO COME AND LIVE WHO 
HAVE NO PLACE ELSE TO GO. THE EXOTIC ANIMALS STAY HERE 
FOR THE REST OF THEIR LIFE, THE ANIMALS THAT COME FROM 
LIKE AFRICA AND INDIA AND CHINA AND DIFFERENT PLACES 
LIKE THAT BECAUSE THEY DON’T HAVE ANY PLACE TO GO, AND 
OF COURSE WILDLIFE WE RELEASE BACK TO THE WILD, AND 
THAT’S GEORGIA WILDLIFE. 

 >>Frazier: ONE OF THE MAIN REASONS FOR NOT ALLOWING 
EXOTIC ANIMALS AS PETS IS BECAUSE WHEN THEY DO GET 
BIGGER, MORE DIFFICULT TO HANDLE AND TEMPERMENTAL, 
PEOPLE WOULD COMMONLY LET THEM GO. THOSE ANIMALS 
CAN CARRY DISEASES. THOSE ANIMALS COULD GROW UP TO BE 
LARGE OR DANGEROUS TO THE PEOPLE. AND THE ANIMALS 
THEMSELVES, THEY MAY BE FROM PLACES LIKE AFRICA OR 
CHINA OR THINGS LIKE THAT. THEY MAY NOT EVEN HAVE, OUT 
IN THE WILD, WHAT’S NECESSARY FOR THEM TO SURVIVE. 

 >>Hedgecoth: ONCE YOU GET AROUND ANIMALS AND YOU LEARN 
ABOUT THEM OR STUDY THEM, YOU STILL LOVE THEM AS MUCH, 
BUT THEN YOU RESPECT THEM FOR WHO THEY ARE AND YOU 
REALIZE HOW DANGEROUS THEY ARE AND HOW QUICKLY 
THEY’LL TURN ON YOU. I DON’T CARE WHAT ANYBODY SAYS, WE 
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HAVE SIGNS ALL OVER THE PLACE THAT SAYS, “ANY ANIMAL 
WITH A HOOF WILL KICK YOU. ANY ANIMAL WITH TEETH WILL 
BITE YOU. AND ANY ANIMAL WITH CLAWS WILL SCRATCH YOU.” 
IT MAKES NO DIFFERENCE. ABOUT 39,000 PEOPLE, WE THINK, 
VISITS EVERY YEAR. WE HAVE NO REAL TRACKING METHOD 
BECAUSE WE DON’T CHARGE FOR YOU TO VISIT NOAH’S ARK. I 
CAN’T SAVE THE WORLD. ALL I CAN SAVE IS THIS LITTLE TINY 
WORLD I HAVE HERE. ONCE IT COMES THROUGH THE GATES, 
I’LL SAVE IT. REGARDLESS IF IT’S A HUMAN OR IF IT’S AN ANIMAL, 
IT’S SAFE. WE’LL PROTECT IT.  

 >>Female Narrator: 
GEORGIA’S WATERWAYS ARE HOME TO SOME OF THE MOST 
FRAGILE ECOSYSTEMS IN THE STATE, AND SOME OF THE MOST 
SENSITIVE TO EXOTIC SPECIES INTRODUCTION. AQUATIC 
NUISANCE SPECIES LIKE THE BLUEBACK HERRING HAVE A 
SEVERE IMPACT ON NATIVE FISH AND AQUATIC LIFE. THERE 
ARE MANY WAYS YOU CAN HELP REDUCE THE IMPACT OF 
AQUATIC NUISANCE SPECIES: ALWAYS CLEAN YOUR BOAT 
THOROUGHLY AFTER USE TO AVOID CARRYING SPECIES FROM 
WATERWAY TO WATERWAY; NEVER RELEASE UNUSED BAIT FISH 
INTO THE WATER; DO NOT RELEASE PET FISH OR ANIMALS INTO 
THE WILD. CONTACT THIS WEBSITE TO FIND OUT ABOUT THE 
AQUATIC HITCHHIKERS CAMPAIGN AND LEARN WAYS YOU CAN 
HELP KEEP OUR NATIVE AQUATIC SPECIES SAFE FROM EXOTIC 
INVADERS.  

  

 
  
 >>NARRATOR: 

GEORGIA’S PLANT SPECIES PROVIDE THE 
FOUNDATION FOR OUR NATIVE ECOSYSTEMS.  
OUR NATIVE PLANTS EXIST IN  HARMONY 
WITH THE WILDLIFE THAT SUBSISTS UPON 
THEM, BUT WHAT HAPPENS WHEN NON-
NATIVE SPECIES INVADE OUR LANDSCAPE?  
COMING UP, WE’LL TAKE A LOOK AT A FEW 
INVASIVE EXOTIC PLANT SPECIES, AND SHOW 
YOU SOME CREATIVE WAYS TO HELP REDUCE 
THEM FROM SPREADING. 

 >>Allison: 
WELL A FEW YEARS AGO, A GROUP CALLED THE GEORGIA 
EXOTIC PEST PLANT COUNCIL GOT PEOPLE TOGETHER TO 
COME UP WITH A LIST OF THE 10 WORST INVASIVE WEEDS OF 
NATURAL AREAS.  NOT SURPRISINGLY, KUDZU MADE THE LIST.  
IT WAS BROUGHT HERE PRIMARILY FOR EROSION CONTROL AND 
TRIED OUT AS CATTLE FEED.  ASIAN CATTLE SEEMED TO HAVE 
DEVELOPED A TASTE FOR IT THAT OUR AMERICAN CATTLE 
HAVE YET TO DEVELOP THE EROSION CONTROL WAS NOT 
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PARTICULARLY EFFECTIVE.  HOWEVER THE PLANTING OF IT 
WAS. WE ALL HAVE SEEN HOW IT CAN BLANKET A TREE 

  
 >>NARRATOR: 

THOUGH NOT AS WELL KNOWN THAN KUDZU, 
CHINESE PRIVET IS A SERIOUS PROBLEM 
THROUGH MUCH OF THE STATE.    
INTRODUCED AS A PRIVACY HEDGE IN  1852, 
THIS HARDY, EVERGREEN PLANT FORMS 
DENSE THICKETS, BLOCKING SUNLIGHT, AND 
MAKING IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE SEEDLINGS 
OF OTHER PLANTS TO GROW.    

  
 >>Allison: 

A THIRD PLANT IS CHINESE TALLOW TREE WHICH IS INFESTING 
THE COASTAL AREAS OF GEORGIA ON A PAR WITH WHAT PRIVET 
IS DOING TO THE MOST OF THE REST OF THE STATE.   

 >>N ARRATOR: 
ALSO INCLUDED IN  GEORGIA’S TOP 10 
INVASIVE EXOTIC PLANTS ARE DECEPTIVELY 
ATTRACTIVE ORNAMENTALS SUCH AS 
CHINESE WISTERIA, JAPANESE 
HONEYSUCKLE, AND MIMOSA, WHICH MAY BE 
BEAUTIFUL, BUT CAN QUICKLY SPREAD 
ACROSS A LANDSCAPE.   

 >>Allison: 
AND THEN THERE IS HYDRILLA, WHICH IS AN AQUATIC PLANT 
THAT IS FROM SOUTH AMERICA THAT IS CHOKING SOME OF OUR 
WATERWAYS MICROSTEGIUM IS A GRASS FROM WEST ASIA 
TAKING OVER THE NORTHERN HALF OF THE STATE IN SHADED 
WOODLANDS 

 >>N ARRATOR: 
ROUNDING OUT THE LIST ARE AUTUMN 
OLIVE AND GOLDEN BAMBOO.   THOUGH 
GOLDEN BAMBOO IS THE ONLY BAMBOO THAT 
MADE THE TOP TEN, THERE ARE MANY 
OTHER INVASIVE TYPES OF THIS ASIAN 
PLANT, SOME OF WHICH ARE ENJOYED BY 
TWO OF GEORGIA’S OTHER EXOTIC 
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RESIDEN TS, YUN YUN AND LU LU AT THE 
ATLANTA ZOO.   THESE VORACIOUS BEARS 
CONSUME BETWEEN 40 AND 80 POUNDS OF 
BAMBOO PER DAY!  AND THE BAMBOO THEY 
EAT ISN’T SHIPPED IN  FROM CHINA. MOST OF 
IT COMES FROM SITES ACROSS GEORGIA, 
COLLECTED BY THIS CRACK TEAM OF BAMBOO 
TECHNICIANS… 

 (upbeat music) 

 >>Fortune: 
WE HAVE BAMBOO DONORS ALL OVER GEORGIA THAT CALL US 
ON OUR BAMBOO HOTLINE WE GO OUT AND WE HARVEST 
BAMBOO FROM THEIR YARDS, AND WE’VE BEEN DOING THAT 
FOR ABOUT THREE YEARS NOW.  THAT’S HOW WE GET OUR 
BAMBOO, FROM THE FRIENDLY PEOPLE OF GEORGIA. 

 >>Merritt: 
WHEN I MOVED INTO MY HOUSE IN 1995 THE BAMBOO WAS 
QUITE ATTRACTIVE AND I THOUGHT THAT IT WOULD BE A NICE 
SCREEN. I LEARNED VERY QUICKLY THAT IT’S A VERY INVASIVE 
TYPE PLANT… 

 >>Fortune:  
A LOT OF THE SITES, THE BAMBOO HAS TAKEN OVER THE 
LANDSCAPE. IT HAS RISOMES, WHICH IS THE ROOT SYSTEM THAT 
IT PUTS OUT AND ANYWHERE THOSE RISOMES SPREAD, BECAUSE 
BAMBOO IS A GRASS AND IT IS A RUNNER, THEN YOU CAN HAVE 
A PIECE OF BAMBOO, AND WE’VE SEEN IT COMING UP THROUGH 
POOLS, TENNIS COURTS, IN PEOPLES FOUNDATIONS OF THEIR 
HOUSES.   

  
>>Bodiford: 
WHAT WE DO, WE CUT IT STRAIGHT DOWN TO THE GROUND 
WITH SAWS. WE TAKE AWAY ALL THE TRASH, WE’RE CLEAN WITH 
OUR THINGS, WE DO OUR JOB THOROUGHLY. 

 >>Coutch: 
AFTER WE HARVEST THE BAMBOO WE BUNDLE IT UP INTO 
ROUGHLY 5 AND A HALF TO 6 KILO BUNDLES, WE HAVE TO KEEP 
IT CLEAN BECAUSE IT IS CONSIDERED A FOOD ITEM. 

 >>Fortune: 
SO WE CUT THIS WITH DISINFECTED TOOLS, WE PUT IT ON 
DISINFECTED TARPS ON THE GROUND, ON A DISINFECTED TARP 
IN THE TRUCK, IT’S BROUGHT BACK, IT’S PUT ON A DISINFECTED 
TARP ON OUR DOCK, AND CLEANED AND THEN TAKEN RIGHT 
TO A DISINFECTED COOLER, SO WE DO TREAT IT LIKE A FOOD 

  
  
  

 >>N ARRATOR: 
ALL THIS WORK IS DONE TO MAKE SURE THE 
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PANDAS GET THE BAMBOO THEY NEED, AND 
THEIR TASTES CAN FLUCTUATE… 

  

 >>Harwood: 
THE BAMBOOS THEY LIKE DEPEND ON THE SEASON, DURING 
THE WINTER THEY TEND TO EAT MORE OF THE STEMS AND 
CONES AND DURING THE SUMMER THEY TEND TO EAT MORE OF 
THE LEAVES. AND THE SPECIES DEPENDS ON THE TYPE OF 
YEAR. THEY’RE SPECIALIZED TO EAT BAMBOO. THEY HAVE 
WHAT’S CALLED A “PSEUDO-THUMB” AND IT’S ACTUALLY AN 
EXTENSION OF THE WRIST BONE THAT THEY CAN GRIP BAMBOO 
UNLIKE OTHER BEARS. IT’S NOT AN ACTUAL THUMB, BUT THEY 
CAN MANIPULATE THE BAMBOO TO EAT IT 

  

  

  

 >>Bodiford: 
ME AND THE PANDAS GOT OUR OWN LITTLE BOND.  I LOVE 
THEM. THEY FEED ME I FEED THEM. 

  
 >>N ARRATOR: 

INVASIVE EXOTIC PLANTS POSE A SERIOUS 
THREAT TO OUR NATIVE SPECIES.  THE 
GEORGIA N ATIVE PLANT SOCIETY HAS MADE 
IT THEIR MISSION TO PROTECT OUR 
VALUABLE NATIVE FLORA, NOT ONLY FROM 
INVASIVES, BUT ALSO FROM AN EVEN BIGGER 
THREAT…LAND DEVELOPMENT.  TODAY, 
THEY ARE ON A NATIVE PLANT RESCUE,  
SAVING PLANTS FROM A SITE IN  SUWANEE 
GEORGIA THAT WILL SOON BECOME A TOWN 
CENTER. 

 >>Mcdowell: 
THE SOCIETY WAS FORMED IN 1994 BY SOME CONCERNED 
CITIZENS THAT ALL OUR NATIVE FLORA WAS VANISHING. 

 >>Schrum: 
THE RESCUE PROGRAM WORKS WITH PROPERTY OWNERS AND 
DEVELOPERS AND GET PERMISSION FROM THEM TO GO INTO 
SITES THAT THEY ARE GOING TO DEVELOP AND REMOVE AND 
RELOCATE SOME OF THE NATIVE PLANTS THAT WOULD 
OTHERWISE BE LOST.  . 
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 >>Montgomery: 
TO ME IT’S VERY IMPORTANT TO SAVE THESE PLANTS, TO ME 
PERSONALLY.  AND I DON’T KNOW WHY EXCEPT THAT I FEEL 
VERY STRONGLY ABOUT THE FACT THAT MY GRANDCHILDREN 
NEED TO KNOW WHAT THESE PLANTS LOOK LIKE.  MY 
ANCESTORS USED A LOT OF THESE PLANTS. AND MY 
GRANDCHILDREN, IF EVERYTHING KEEPS BEING BULLDOZED 
DOWN, THEN MY GRANDCHILDREN AREN’T GOING TO KNOW 
WHAT THEY LOOK LIKE.  ENVIRONMENTALLY, WE HAVE TO 
START THINKING ABOUT USING PLANTS NATIVE TO THIS STATE 
AS OPPOSED TO BRINGING IN THE EXOTIC STUFF THAT ISN’T 
SUPPOSED TO BE HERE. 

  

  

 
 >>NARRATOR: 

BECAUSE INVASIVE EXOTIC PLANTS ARE SO 
ABUNDANT, IT’S SURPRISING THAT ANYONE 
WOULD WANT TO BUY THEM…BUT DESPITE 
THE DAMAGE THEY CAN DO TO OUR 
LANDSCAPE, MANY EXOTICS LIKE ENGLISH IVY 
CONTINUE TO BE SOLD AT GARDEN STORES.  
WHEN PLANNING YOUR GARDEN, IT’S 
IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN  MIND WHICH PLANTS 
TO AVOID… AND WHO BETTER TO ASK ABOUT 
BUYING PLANTS AND CONTROLLING 
INVASIVES THAN GARDENING IN  GEORGIA 
HOST, WALTER REEVES? 
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 >>Reeves:  
SO NON-NATIVE EXOTICS ARE PLANTS THAT WE NEED TO SORT 
OF KEEP IN OUR MIND: PLANTS THAT CAN BECOME PESTS, CAN 
BECOME PROBLEMS IF WE PLANT THEM. PRIVET CAN BE A 
PROBLEM THAT’S SOLD IN THE NURSERY STILL. WE’VE GOT THE 
ENGLISH IVY THAT’S SOLD IN THE NURSERY STILL, EVEN 
SOMETIMES THE RUNNING BAMBOO AS YOU SEE IS SOLD, AS 
WELL AS THE WISTERIA IS SOLD IN THE NURSERY. IT’S ALWAYS A 
GOOD IDEA TO KEEP IN MIND THE POTENTIAL PROBLEM THAT 
THESE PLANTS CAN POSE TO YOU AND YOUR LANDSCAPE. BUT 
LET’S TALK ABOUT ENGLISH IVY, THERESA. I KNOW THAT YOU 
GET REALLY EXCITED WHEN YOU GET THE CHANCE TO 
CONTROL ENGLISH IVY, AND WE’VE GOT A PROBLEM. WE’VE 
GOT THIS ENGLISH IVY DESERT RIGHT HERE. IN FACT I SAW 
THAT WE HAVE ONE TREE THAT, OH GOSH LOOK, HAS BENT 
OVER BACKWARDS BECAUSE OF THE WEIGHT OF THE ENGLISH 
IVY THERE.  
>>Schrum:  
RIGHT ESPECIALLY BECAUSE THE PLANT IS EVERGREEN AND 
THIS IS A LOT OF SURFACE AREA FOR ICE AND THINGS LIKE 
THAT IN THE WINTER, AND THE WEIGHT CAN JUST BE TOO 
MUCH FOR EVEN A MATURE TREE. 
>>Reeves: 
ALRIGHT GRAB YOUR LOPPERS OVER THERE AND LET’S TALK 
ABOUT HOW TO CONTROL IVY. NOW IT’S NOT A PARASITE, 
RIGHT? IT DOESN’T SUCK JUICE OR SAP OUT OF THE TREE? 
>>Schrum: 
NO. RIGHT, ALL OF THE ENERGY THAT IT GETS COMES UP FROM 
THE SOIL, AND COMES UP THE VINE AND INTO THE TREE.  
>>Reeves: 
SO THEN, ALL WE REALLY HAVE TO DO TO GET THE REST OF 
THE VINE KILLED UP HERE WOULD BE TO CUT IT DOWN LOW 
HERE. 
>>Schrum: 
RIGHT, IT WILL DIE ABOVE THE CUT 
>>Reeves: 
OK, SO I’M SEEING AS I’M CLEARING OFF THE IVY LEAVES HERE 
THAT YOU HAVE THIS REALLY HAIRY VINE. WHAT DOES THAT 
REMIND YOU OF? 
>>Schrum: 
REMINDS ME OF POISON IVY (laughs) 
>>Reeves: 
ARE WE SURE THIS IS ENGLISH IVY AND NOT POISON IVY? 
>>Schrum: 
YES WE’RE SURE 
>>Reeves: 
ALRIGHT, WE’VE GOT THE VINE ESTABLISHED AND WE KNOW 
IT’S NOT POISON IVY. SO WHAT DO YOU DO THEN? 
>>Schrum: 
WELL AT THIS POINT WE WOULD PROBABLY WANT TO PRY IT 
AWAY FROM THE TREE TRUNK AND GET IN THERE WITH THE 
LOPPERS. 
>>Reeves: 
I BROUGHT A TOOL THAT I LIKE TO USE TO PRY THINGS OFF OF 
TREE TRUNKS, AND THAT’S A SCREWDRIVER AND A HAMMER 
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RIGHT HERE. SO WE’LL JUST GET BEHIND IT AND GIVE YOU 
SOME ROOM TO WORK…THAT’S TIGHTLY ADHERED! 
>>Schrum: 
IT IS. IT IS JUST SNUG RIGHT TO THE TRUNK, AND THAT’S A 
PROBLEM BECAUSE IT DOES DAMAGE THE BARK A LITTLE BIT, 
AND EVEN WITH THIS PRYING, WE’RE GOING TO GET IN HERE— 
>>Reeves: 
SEE IF YOU CAN GET THE LOPPER BEHIND IT AND GIVE IT A 
CUT…OH, LEVERS! YES SIR! THERE WE COME … ALRIGHT … 
(grunt)…THERE WE GO…ALRIGHT, SO WE’VE GOT THAT VINE 
DOWN AND WE CAN CONTINUE GOING AROUND THIS TREE 
AND ALSO CAN PULL UP THE VINES THAT ARE HERE ON THE 
GROUND AROUND IT AND CLEAR AN AREA AROUND THE TREE. 
SO LET’S WORK A LITTLE BIT AND GET THE ENGLISH IVY 
CLEARED AROUND THESE COUPLE OF TREES RIGHT HERE. 
>>Schrum: 
OK. 
>>Reeves: 
I’M GOING TO SHOW EVERYBODY WHAT CAN BE DONE, AND 
WHAT SHOULD BE DONE WHENEVER YOU HAVE ENGLISH IVY 
THAT HAS ESCAPED INTO THE WOODY PARTS OF THE 
LANDSCAPE…(music)...ALRIGHT, FEEL BETTER NOW? 
>>Schrum: 
I FEEL MUCH BETTER. 
>>Reeves: 
I’M GLAD YOU DO. THIS IS—WOW, LOOK AT THE ROOT ON THIS 
THING! THAT IS HUGE! THEY CAN BE PRETTY ENERGETIC WHEN 
THEY INVADE THE OUTER DOORS. NOW WE USED LOPPERS AND 
MY SCREWDRIVER AND PRUNERS HERE. WHAT ARE SOME OTHER 
TOOLS YOU CAN USE TO GET IVY BACK UNDER CONTROL?  
>>Schrum: 
SOME OTHER TOOLS THAT YOU CAN USE ARE A HAND SAW AND 
THIS TOOL, THIS SORT OF HAND HOE. EITHER SIDE IS GOOD. 
THIS IS GOOD FOR PULLING THE ENGLISH IVY ON THE GROUND, 
AND IF YOU WERE TO ENCOUNTER SOMETHING YOU WANTED 
TO CHOP, YOU COULD JUST CHOP IT WITH THIS.  
>>Reeves: 
AND YOU KNOW, I THOUGHT TO MYSELF AS WE WERE WORKING 
HERE, THE BEST TOOL YOU CAN HAVE IS A PARTNER TO COME 
OUT AND WORK WITH YOU (laughs). SOMEBODY THAT CAN CLIP 
WHILE YOU’RE PULLING TO GET THE ROOTS IDENTIFIED 
BECAUSE THAT REALLY IS A TWO-PERSON JOB TO GET ENGLISH 
IVY UNDER CONTROL. SO HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE BEFORE THE 
VINE DIES, DO YOU THINK? 
>>Schrum: 
WELL TECHNICALLY IT’S ALREADY DEAD. IT’S BEEN CUT AWAY 
FROM ITS NUTRIENTS. I WOULD SAY WE’RE PROBABLY GOING TO 
START TO SEE SOME WILTING IN ABOUT A WEEK, MAYBE TWO.  
>>Reeves: 
ENGLISH IVY CAN BE A REALLY, REALLY, REALLY NUISANCE 
PEST, A NON-NATIVE EXOTIC. AND SPEAKING OF NON-NATIVE 
EXOTICS, MS. SHRUM, I HAVE A PRIVET HEDGE ON THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE FENCE OVER HERE. 
>>Schrum: 
OOOH, LET’S GO TAKE CARE OF THAT! 



Script:  1313 Exotic Species  Page 15 of 15 
Original Airdates: April 11 @ 7 PM and 11 PM and April 12@ 6 PM 
 
 
 

>>Reeves: 
ALRIGHT! BRING SOME TOOLS. BRING THE LOPPER OVER THERE. 
I THINK THAT WOULD BE A GOOD TOOL….PRIVET, YOU HAVE 
MET YOUR MATCH.  

 >>NARRATOR: 
THERE IS MUCH TO BE DONE IN  
CONTROLLING THE SPREAD OF INVASIVE NON 
NATIVE SPECIES,  AND THE PLANTS AND 
ANIMALS WE’VE HIGHLIGHTED ON THIS 
PROGRAM REPRESENT ONLY A SAMPLE OF 
EXOTIC SPECIES IN  GEORGIA.  IN  ORDER TO 
FIGHT THIS PROBLEM, WE MUST REMAIN 
CONSTANTLY AWARE OF THE THREATS MANY 
OF THESE PLANT AND ANIMAL INVADERS 
POSE TO OUR ECOSYSTEM. 

 >>Allison: 
TO ME THE CRUX OF THE MATTER IS THAT THESE ARE A FORM 
OF POLLUTION, BUT BIOLOGICAL POLLUTION.  AND IT’S THE 
ONLY KIND OF POLLUTION THERE IS THAT REPRODUCES ITSELF. 
AND SO IT’S NOT SOMETHING THAT CAN BE LEFT TO BE DONE 
TOMORROW BECAUSE TOMORROW THE JOB WILL BE MUCH 
WORSE THAN IT IS TODAY. 
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