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Video Audio

>>N ARRATOR:

ON THISEPISODE OF GEORGIA OUTDOORS,
WE’LL EXPLORE THE MANY WAYSEXOTIC
PLANT AND ANIMAL SPECIESAFFECT OUR
LIVESAND ENVIRONMENT FROM THE
ANNUAL FIRE ANT FESTIVAL IN ASHBURN
GEORGIATO ENGLISH | VY GROWING IN YOUR
BACKYARD. PLUSWE’LL HAVE A VIS T FROM
GARDENING GURU WALTER
REEVES...COMING UP NEXT ON GEORGIA
OUTDOORS!

(Georgia Outdoors theme song)

WE OFTEN THINK OF THE TERM “EXOTIC” AS
MEANING SOMETHING UNU3UAL OR
EXCITING...EXOTICLOCALES, FOODS, OR
CULTURES. BUT WHEN APPLIED TOPLANTS
AND WILDLIFE, EXOTIC SMPLY REFERSTO AN
ORGANISM THAT ISN’T NATIVE TO THE AREA.
THERE ARE MANY EXOTIC SPECIESIN
GEORGIA, SOME OF WHICH HAVE CAUSED
SERIOUSPROBLEMSTO OUR NATIVE
WILDLIFE. PERHAPSTHE MOST IRRITATING
AND WELL KNOWN OF THESE ISTHE
AGRESSVE SOUTH AMERICAN FIRE ANT, BUT
ONE GEORGIAN COMMUNITY HASFOUND A
UNIQUE WAY OF COPINGWITH THIS

INVAS ON.

>>Zorn:

WE'VE GOT ALOT OF NOTORIETY ABOUT THE FIRE ANT
FESTIVAL JST BECAUSE IT'SDIFFERENT AND UNIQUE.

WE DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT EVERY YEAR, SOMETHING KIND
OF OFF THE WALL, SOMETHING WACKY AND JUST HAVE FUN
WITHIT
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>>Martyniak:
WHERE ELSE CAN YOU SEE A FIRE COMING DOWN THE ROAD
ON A HARLEY HOG MOTORCYCLE WITH ELVISRIGHT BEHIND IT?

>>Actud Fire Ant:

OH, | REALLY ENJOY IT BECAUSE EVERYBODY'SPAYING
ATTENTION TO ME AND EVERYTHING.

THEY RESPECT THE FIRE ANT A LOT BECAUSE THEY KNOW HOW
BAD WE CAN REALLY HURT THEM

>>Horst:

WE SPONSOR THE FIRE ANT FESTIVAL BECAUSE IT'SAPRETTY
BIG EVENT. IT POKESFUN AT A SERIOUSPROBLEM. IT'SA FUN
WAY FORUSTO DRAW ATTENTION TO A VERY SERIOUS
PROBLEM.

>>Martynigk:

HOW WOULD | DESCRIBE THE CHARACTER OF THE FIRE
ANTS...TENACIOUS THEIR LATIN NAME, SOLENOPSISINVICTA.
INVICTA, THEY DEFINITELY ARE INVINCIBLE.

>>Red Fire Ant:

OH THISISMY KIND OF WEATHER AND MY KIND OF PLACE,
BECAUSE THE MORE PEOPLE AROUND, THE MORE | GET TO
CHEW ON

>>Zorn:

THE FESTIVAL STARTED ABOUT 8 YEARSAGO AND WE WANTED
SOMETHING DIFFERENT THAT WOULD CATCH PEOPLE'S
ATTENTION, AND WE THOUGHT SNCE ASHBURN WASA SMALL
TOWN, WE'RE KIND OF LIKE FIRE ANTS...WE'RE SMALL BUT
INDUSTRIOUSAND YOU CAN'T KILL US WE'VE ALWAYSHAD
GOOD CROWDS BUT | THINK WE'VE GOT A BETTER CROWD THIS
YEAR THAN EVER BEFORE ST BECAUSE OF THE PRETTY
WEATHER, FIRST DAY OF SPRING, PEOPLE READY TO GET OUT,
BUT WE ESTIMATE PROBABLY 10 TO 12 THOUSAND PEOPLE HERE
THISYEAR AND THAT'SABOUT 8,000 MORE THAN WE HAVE HERE
ON ANY OTHER DAY OF THE WEEK

>> Aubuchom:

| THINK IT'SGREAT... THERE'SA CERTAIN IRONY, THAT WE'RE
MAKING THE BEST OUT OF WHAT WE'VE GOT, REALIZING, “HEY,
IF YOU CAN'T BEAT ‘EM, JOIN ‘EM.”

>>Man on microphone:
THE FIRE AND CALLING CONTEST ISCOMING UPIN JUST A FEW
MINUTES SO IF YOU HAVEN'T SGNED UP FOR THAT--

>>Zorn:
WELL, THISYEAR, OF COURSE WE HAD THE BIG FIRE ANT
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CALLING CONTEST

(People doing fire ant calls)

>>Zorn: OF COURSE WE HAVE THE FIRE ANT FLING WHERE WE
SEE HOW FARWE CAN FLING A FIRE ANT, JUST A PLASTIC FIRE
ANT OF COURSE.

O WE JST TRY TO DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT AND OFF THE
WALL EVERY YEAR.

>>Martyniak:

THISISA WONDERFUL VENUE...IT'SA NON-SCIENTIFIC VENUE
ITSGREAT FORUSTO PROVIDE OUR MESSAGE THAT WE HAVE
ABOUT A SAFE ALTERNATIVE TO PESTICIDESFOR FIRE ANT
CONTROL. IT'SRIGHT IN THE CENTER OF FIRE ANT CENTRAL.
EVERYWHERE YOU GO YOU SEE FIRE ANT MOUNDS LARGE
ONES SMALL ONES WE HAVE NO PROBLEM FINDING MOUNDS

>> Aubuchom:

MOST OF THE QUESTIONSPEOPLE AKX ME ABOUT FIRE ANTS
HOW CAN WE KILL THEM, HOW CAN WE GET RID OF THEM.
WE'RE TRYING TO MANAGE THEM, TRYING TO SHOW PEOPLE
USE THE PRODUCTSTHAT ARE OUT THERE FORBAITING OR
CONTACT PLEASE DON'T USE GASOLINE TO KILL THEM,
BECAUSE THAT'SREALLY BAD FORTHE ENVIRONMENT. WE'VE
TRIED ERADICATION AND JUST IT'SREALLY NOT GOING TO
WORK. SO WE'RE TRYING TO DEAL WITH THE FIRE ANTSAND
MINIMIZE THEIR EFFECT, BUT...FIRE ANTSARE HERE TO STAY.

>>N ARRATOR:

MOST SOUTHERNERSHAVE ENCOUNTERED THESE
HIGHLY AGGRESSVE BUGSAT ONE TIME ORANOTHER,
BUT WHERE DID THISINSECT INVADER COME FROM?
KENNETH ROSSOF THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA, IS
CONDUCTING RESEARCH TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE
ORIGIN AND SOCIAL BEHAVIOROF THE FIRE ANT .

>>R0oss

THE SERIOUSPEST SPECIESTHAT WE HAVE HERE NOW ISNOT A
NATIVE SPECIES THEY WERE FIRST NOTICED AROUND THE
PORT OF MOBILE, ALABAMA IN THE EARLY 1930S SO IT'S
ASSUMED THAT THEY ARRIVED VIA SHIPPING OF SOME SORT
FROM SOUTH AMERICA. BUT WE DO HAVE AT LEAST TWO OR
THREE NATIVE FIRE ANT SPECIES WITH IT'SARRIVAL, IT HASALL
BUT DRIVEN TO EXTINCTION THE NATIVE SPECIES

>>N ARRATOR:

FIRE ANTSREPRODUCE RAPIDLY. ONE
REPRODUCIN G QUEEN CAN QUICKLY
ESTABLISH AMOUND, AND AMATURE MOUND
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CAN HOUSE UP TO 500,000 ANTS- AN
ENORMOUSNUCLEAR FAMILY! ASMANY OF US
KNOW, FIRE ANTSARE FIERCELY DEFENSVE
OF THEIRMOTHERAND SBLINGS. THEY
AREN'T LIKELYTO “TURN THE OTHER
CHEEK"!

>>Ross

FIRE ANTSARE THE ONLY SOCIAL INSECTSTHAT | KNOW OF
THAT, IFTHEY GET ON YOU, THEY WILL STING YOU. IFA
FORAGING WASP ORA HONEYBEE HAPPENSTO LAND ON YOU,
ASLONG ASYOU DON'T PESTERIT, IT WILL LEAVE YOU ALONE.
BUT FIRE ANTSARE VERY PUGNACIOUSAND AGGRESSVE IN
THEIRBEHAVIOR, AND THEY SEEM TO BE UNABLE TO RES ST
STINGING ANY ANIMAL THEY COME UPON.

>>N ARRATOR:

FIRE ANTSARE HARD TO CONTROL IN OUR
REGION BECAUSE THEY HAVE VERY FEW
NATURAL PREDATORS. ONE POSSIBILITY FOR
CONTROLLINGTHEM ISTO INTRODUCE A
PREDATOR FROM THEIR NATIVE HABITAT
INTO OURS. IN SOUTH AMERICA, ONE SUCH
CREATURE ISTHE FORID FLY, OR
DECAPITATINGFLY. TO REPRODUCE, THIS
TINY FLY LAYSITSEGGIN THE BODY OF ALIVE
FIRE ANT.

>> Aubuchom:

THAT EGG WILL THEN HATCH INTO A LARVAE AND THEN THE
LARVAE WILL MOVE INTO THE HEAD AND AFTER ABOUT THREE
WEEKSTHE HEAD OF THE FIRE ANT WILL POP OFF AND AN
ADULT FLY WILL EMERGE.

>>N ARRATOR:

THOUGH SCIENTISTSARE LOOKING FOR WAYS
TO CONTROL THE SPECIES, THESE
DETERMINED BUGSARE HERE TO STAY. AND
IT'SIMPORTANT TO REMEMBER THAT ANTS,
EVEN FIRE ANTS, CAN PLAY AN IMPORTANT
ROLE IN THEIRENVIRONMENT.

>>R0ssS.

IN NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES ANTSARE ACTUALLY VERY
IMPORTANT AND PLAY CRUCIAL ECOLOGICAL ROLES SO WE
SHOULD NOT SEEK TO EXTERMINATE ALL ANTS WHAT WE
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NEED TO DO ISTRY TO REDUCE CIRCUMSTANCESBY WHICH
INSECTSARE INTRODUCED INADVERTENTLY INTO NEW
HABITATSBECAUSE THAT'SWHEN THEY BECOME SERIOUS
ECOLOGICAL PROBLEMS

>>Nicholson:

ANY TIME A NON-NATIVE ANIMAL ISINTRODUCED INTO A
HABITAT, THAT THE ANIMALSTHAT ARE ALREADY THERE DID
NOT EVOLVE WITH THAT ANIMAL, YOU HAVE POTENTIAL FOR
DAMAGE TO THAT HABITAT AND TO THOSE ANIMAL SPECIESTO
OCCUR.

>>N ARRATOR:

THERE ARE MANY OTHER ANIMALSCOMMON
IN GEORGIAWHICH HAVEN'T ALWAYSBEEN
PERMANENT RESDENTS.

>>Nicholson:

STARLINGSAND ENGLISH ORHOUSE SPARROWSWERE
INTRODUCED IN THE UNITED STATESIN THE 1850S IN GEORGIA,
THEY HAVE HAD SOME IMPACTSON OURNATIVE SONGBIRDS
BLUEBIRDSISA PROMINENT EXAMPLE OF THAT. THEY COMPETE
DIRECTLY WITH THE BLUEBIRDSFOR NESTING CAVITIES
COYOTESMADE IT INTO GEORGIA THROUGH A NATURAL
RANGE EXPANSON FROM THE WEST. THEY ALSO WERE HELPED
A LITTLE BIT BY ILLEGAL RELEASESIN SEVERAL LOCATIONSIN
THE STATE.

ARMADILLOSCAME TO GEORGIA FROM SOUTH AMERICA
THROUGH TEXASAND LOUISANA, AND THEY ALSO WERE
HELPED BY SOME |ILLEGAL RELEASESDOWN IN FLORIDA.

>>N ARRATOR:

THE TERM “FERAL” REFERSTO ANIMALS
WHICH WERE ONCE DOMESTICATED, BUT
HAVE BEEN RELEASED OR ESCAPED AND
REVERT TO AWILD STATE. CUMBERLAND
ISLAND ON GEORGIA’SCOAST ISHOME TO A
SMALL GROUP OF FERAL HORSES. THE
NUMBER OF HORSESON THE ISLAND HAS
RISEN AND FALLEN SNCE THEY WERE
INTRODUCED BY SPANISH EXPLORERSMORE
THAN 400 YEARSAGO. TODAY, A POCKET
HORSESREMAINSON THE ISLAND, AND
BECAUSE THEY ARE AN EXOTIC SPECIES,
THEIR PRESENCE HASBEEN A SOURCE OF
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DEBATE.

>>Peters

THEY DO HAVE IMPACTSON THE ENVIRONMENT, UH SOME
PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT THE HORSES SHOULD BE REMOVED
FROM THE ISLAND, SOME PEOPLE SEE THE HORSESASPART OF
THE CULTURAL RESOURCE HERE BECAUSE THEY WERE
BROUGHT HERE IN THE UH, PRIOR TO THISBECOMING A
NATIONAL SEASHORE. SO OURDIFFICULTY ISTO TRY AND FIND
SOME KIND OF BALANCE THAT MAXIMIZESTHE PROTECTION OF
THE RESOURCE, BOTH THE NATURAL AND THE CULTURAL
RESOURCES

N ARRATOR:

FERAL HOGSWERE ALSO INTRODUCED BY
SPANISH EXPLORERS. THEY REPRODUCE
RAPIDLY, AND THE EXPANDING POPULATION
HASCAUSED SERIOUSPROBLEMSFOR OUR
NATIVE WILDLIFE.

>>Nicholson:

FERAL HOGSARE PROBABLY ONE OF THE MOST DESTRUCTIVE
EXOTIC MAMMALSTHAT WE HAVE IN THE STATE. THEY
COMPETE DIRECTLY WITH THE WIDE VARIETY OF NATIVE
WILDLIFE THROUGH CONSUMPTION OF FOOD. THEY ALSO EAT
ALMOST ANYTHING THAT CAN'T GET OUT OF THEIRWAY. THEIR
ROOTING BEHAVIOR REMOVESROOT STALKSOF PLANTS
THEY'LL EAT THE EGGSOF GROUND-NESTING BIRDS AND EVEN
NESTLING RABBITSAND OTHER SMALL MAMMALSTHAT CAN'T
GET OUT OF THEIR WAY.

>>NARRATOR:

FERAL HOG POPULATIONSON THE COAST
HAVE ALSO HAD ADEVASTATING IMPACT ON
NEST STESOF THE ENDANGERED
LOGGERHEAD SEATURTLE.

>>Dodd:

FERAL HOGSARE PARTICULARLY DESTRUCTIVE AND THEY CAN
TAKE ASUH, UH IF THEY ARE INVOLVED IN A NEST
DEPREDATION, THEY GENERALLY TAKE ALL OF THE EGGS AS
RECENTLY AS 1990, UH WE'D LOST ASMANY AS70% OF OUR
NESTSON SOME OF OURBARRIERISLANDS AND SO WE HAVE
SOME PREDATOR REMOVAL PROGRAMSON MANY OF OUR MORE
REMOTE IS ANDSWHERE FERAL HOGSARE ABUNDANT.

>>NARRATOR:

ANOTHER DOMESTICATED ANIMAL THAT CAN
WREAK HAVOC ON NATIVE WILDLIFE WHEN
ON THE LOOSE MAY BE CLOSER THAN YOU
THINK.
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>>Nicholson: THERE ARE TWO STUATIONSWHERE HOUSE CATS
CAN BE REAL PROBLEMSTO NATIVE WILDLIFE. THE FIRST ISTHE
TRUE FERAL HOUSECAT THAT ARE ACTUALLY LIVING AND
SURVIVING AND REPRODUCING IN THE WOODSAND AROUND
FARMS THE OTHER GROUP OF HOUSECATSARE THOSE THAT
BELONG TO PEOPLE THAT ARE ALLOWED TO RANGE FREE, FREE
RANGING HOUSECATS AND THEY ALSO, EVEN THOUGH
THEY'RE FED AT HOME, THEIR NATURAL INSTINCT ISTO HUNT.
(suspenseful music)

>>Nicholson;: AND THEY CAN HAVE AN IMPACT ON SONGBIRD
POPULATIONSAND SVMALL MAMMAL POPULATIONSAROUND
THE HOMESWHERE THEY LIVE.

>>NARRATOR:

|F ACOMMON HOUSE CAT CAN BE A PROBLEM,
IMAGINE WHAT ATIGER ON THE RUN COULD
DO. IN GEORGIA, IT ISNOT LEGAL TOHOLD
WILD ANIMALSASPETS, AND AWILD ANIMAL
CAN BEANYTHING FROM ACHIPMUNK TO A
COUGAR. WHEN THESE ANIMALSARE
CONFISCATED, THEY ARE OFTEN PLACED IN A
LICENSED FACILITY LIKE THISONE - NOAH'S
ARK IN Locust GROVE, GEORGIA.

>>Hedgecoth: NOAH’SARK ISA REHABILITATION CENTER FOR
ANIMALSAND A PLACE FORCHILDREN TO COME AND LIVE WHO
HAVE NO PLACE ELSE TO GO. THE EXOTIC ANIMALSSTAY HERE
FORTHE REST OF THEIRLIFE, THE ANIMALSTHAT COME FROM
LIKE AFRICA AND INDIA AND CHINA AND DIFFERENT PLACES
LIKE THAT BECAUSE THEY DON'T HAVE ANY PLACE TO GO, AND
OF COURSE WILDLIFE WE RELEASE BACK TO THE WILD, AND
THAT'SGEORGIA WILDLIFE.

>>Frazier: ONE OF THE MAIN REASONSFORNOT ALLOWING
EXOTIC ANIMALSASPETSISBECAUSE WHEN THEY DO GET
BIGGER, MORE DIFFICULT TO HANDLE AND TEMPERMENTAL,
PEOPLE WOULD COMMONLY LET THEM GO. THOSE ANIMALS
CAN CARRY DISEASES THOSE ANIMALSCOULD GROW UP TO BE
LARGE ORDANGEROUSTO THE PEOPLE. AND THE ANIMALS
THEMSELVES THEY MAY BE FROM PLACESLIKE AFRICA OR
CHINA ORTHINGSLIKE THAT. THEY MAY NOT EVEN HAVE, OUT
IN THE WILD, WHAT'SNECESSARY FOR THEM TO SURVIVE.

>>Hedgecoth: ONCE YOU GET AROUND ANIMALSAND YOU LEARN
ABOUT THEM OR STUDY THEM, YOU STILL LOVE THEM ASMUCH,
BUT THEN YOU RESPECT THEM FORWHO THEY ARE AND YOU
REALIZE HOW DANGEROUSTHEY ARE AND HOW QUICKLY
THEY'LL TURN ON YOU. | DON'T CARE WHAT ANYBODY SAYS WE
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HAVE SGNSALL OVERTHE PLACE THAT SAYS “ANY ANIMAL
WITH A HOOF WILL KICK YOU. ANY ANIMAL WITH TEETH WILL
BITE YOU. AND ANY ANIMAL WITH CLAWSWILL SCRATCH YOU.”
IT MAKESNO DIFFERENCE. ABOUT 39,000 PEOPLE, WE THINK,
VISTSEVERY YEAR. WE HAVE NO REAL TRACKING METHOD
BECAUSE WE DON'T CHARGE FORYOU TO VIST NOAH'SARK. |
CAN'T SAVE THE WORLD. ALL | CAN SAVE ISTHISLITTLE TINY
WORLD | HAVE HERE. ONCE IT COMESTHROUGH THE GATES
I'LL SAVE IT. REGARDLESSIF IT'SA HUMAN ORIF IT'SAN ANIMAL,
ITSSAFE. WE'LL PROTECT IT.

>>Femde Naraor:

GEORGIA'SWATERWAYSARE HOME TO SOME OF THE MOST
FRAGILE ECOSYSTEMSIN THE STATE, AND SOME OF THE MOST
SENSTIVE TO EXOTIC SPECIESINTRODUCTION. AQUATIC
NUISANCE SPECIESLIKE THE BLUEBACK HERRING HAVE A
SEVERE IMPACT ON NATIVE FISH AND AQUATICLIFE. THERE
ARE MANY WAYSYOU CAN HELP REDUCE THE IMPACT OF
AQUATIC NUISANCE SPECIES ALWAYSCLEAN YOUR BOAT
THOROUGHLY AFTERUSE TO AVOID CARRYING SPECIESFROM
WATERWAY TO WATERWAY; NEVER RELEASE UNUSED BAIT FIHH
INTO THE WATER; DO NOT RELEASE PET FISH ORANIMALSINTO
THE WILD. CONTACT THISWEBSTE TO FIND OUT ABOUT THE
AQUATICHITCHHIKERSCAMPAIGN AND LEARN WAYSYOU CAN
HELP KEEP OUR NATIVE AQUATIC SPECIESSAFE FROM EXOTIC
INVADERS

>>NARRATOR:

GEORGIA'SPLANT SPECIESPROVIDE THE
FOUNDATION FOR OUR NATIVE ECOSYSTEMS.
OUR NATIVE PLANTSEXIST IN HARMONY
WITH THE WILDLIFE THAT SUBS STSUPON
THEM, BUT WHAT HAPPENSWHEN NON-
NATIVE SPECIESINVADE OUR LANDSCAPE?
COMING UP, WE'LL TAKE A LOOK AT AFEW
INVASVE EXOTICPLANT SPECIES, AND SHOW
YOU SOME CREATIVE WAYSTO HELP REDUCE
THEM FROM SPREADING.

>> Allison:

WELL A FEW YEARSAGO, A GROUP CALLED THE GEORGIA
EXOTIC PEST PLANT COUNCIL GOT PEOPLE TOGETHERTO
COME UPWITH A LIST OF THE 10 WORST INVASVE WEEDSOF
NATURAL AREAS NOT URPRISNGLY, KUDZU MADE THE LIST.
IT WASBROUGHT HERE PRIMARILY FOR EROSON CONTROL AND
TRIED OUT ASCATTLE FEED. ASAN CATTLE SEEMED TO HAVE
DEVELOPED A TASTE FORIT THAT OURAMERICAN CATTLE
HAVE YET TO DEVELOP THE EROSON CONTROL WASNOT
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PARTICULARLY EFFECTIVE. HOWEVER THE PLANTING OFIT
WAS WE ALL HAVE SEEN HOW IT CAN BLANKET A TREE

>>NARRATOR:

THOUGH NOT ASWELL KNOWN THAN KUDZU,
CHINESE PRIVET ISA SERIOUSPROBLEM
THROUGH MUCH OF THE STATE.
INTRODUCED ASA PRIVACY HEDGE IN 1852,
THISHARDY, EVERGREEN PLANT FORMS
DENSE THICKETS, BLOCKING SUNLIGHT, AND
MAKINGIT IMPOSSBLE FORTHE SEEDLINGS
OF OTHER PLANTSTO GROW.

>> Allison:

A THIRD PLANT ISCHINESE TALLOW TREE WHICH ISINFESTING
THE COASTAL AREASOF GEORGIA ON A PARWITH WHAT PRIVET
ISDOING TO THE MOST OF THE REST OF THE STATE.

>>N ARRATOR:

ALSO INCLUDED IN GEORGIA’STOP 10
INVASIVE EXOTIC PLANTSARE DECEPTIVELY
ATTRACTIVE ORNAMENTALSSUCH AS
CHINESE WISTERIA, JAPANESE
HONEYSUCKLE, AND MIMOSA, WHICH MAY BE
BEAUTIFUL, BUT CAN QUICKLY SPREAD
ACROSSA LAN DSCAPE.

>> Allison:

AND THEN THERE ISHYDRILLA, WHICH ISAN AQUATICPLANT
THAT ISFROM SOUTH AMERICA THAT ISCHOKING SOME OF OUR
WATERWAYSMICROSTEGIUM ISA GRASSFROM WEST AS A
TAKING OVER THE NORTHERN HALF OF THE STATE IN SHADED
WOODLANDS

>>N ARRATOR:

ROUNDING OUT THE LIST ARE AUTUMN
OLIVE AND GOLDEN BAMBOO. THOUGH
GOLDEN BAMBOO ISTHE ONLY BAMBOO THAT
MADE THE TOP TEN, THERE ARE MANY
OTHERINVASVE TYPESOF THISAS AN
PLANT, SOME OF WHICH ARE ENJOYED BY
TWO OF GEORGIA’SOTHER EXOTIC
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RESDENTS, YUN YUN AND LU LU AT THE
ATLANTA ZOO. THESE VORACIOUSBEARS
CONSUME BETWEEN 40 AND 80 POUNDSOF
BAMBOO PER DAY! AND THE BAMBOO THEY
EAT ISN'T SHIPPED IN FROM CHINA. MOST OF
IT COMESFROM SITESACROSSGEORGIA,
COLLECTED BY THISCRACK TEAM OF BAMBOO
TECHNICIANS...

(upbeat music)

>>Fortune

WE HAVE BAMBOO DONORSALL OVER GEORGIA THAT CALL US
ON OURBAMBOO HOTLINE WE GO OUT AND WE HARVEST
BAMBOO FROM THEIR YARDS AND WE'VE BEEN DOING THAT
FOR ABOUT THREE YEARSNOW. THAT'SHOW WE GET OUR
BAMBOO, FROM THE FRIENDLY PEOPLE OF GEORGIA.

>>Merritt:

WHEN | MOVED INTO MY HOUSE IN 1995 THE BAMBOO WAS
QUITE ATTRACTIVE AND | THOUGHT THAT IT WOULD BE A NICE
SCREEN. | LEARNED VERY QUICKLY THAT IT'SA VERY INVASVE
TYPE PLANT...

>>Fortune

A LOT OF THE STES THE BAMBOO HASTAKEN OVERTHE
LANDSCAPE. IT HASRISOMES WHICH ISTHE ROOT SYSTEM THAT
IT PUTSOUT AND ANYWHERE THOSE RISOMES SPREAD, BECAUSE
BAMBOO ISA GRASSAND IT ISA RUNNER, THEN YOU CAN HAVE
A PIECE OF BAMBOO, AND WE'VE SEEN IT COMING UP THROUGH
POOLS TENNISCOURTS IN PEOPLESFOUNDATIONSOF THEIR
HOUSES

>>Bodiford:

WHAT WE DO, WE CUT IT STRAIGHT DOWN TO THE GROUND
WITH SAWS WE TAKE AWAY ALL THE TRASH, WE'RE CLEAN WITH
OURTHINGS WE DO OUR JOB THOROUGHLY.

>>Coutch:

AFTER WE HARVEST THE BAMBOO WE BUNDLE IT UPINTO
ROUGHLY 5AND A HALFTO 6 KILO BUNDLES WE HAVE TO KEEP
IT CLEAN BECAUSE IT ISCONSDERED A FOOD ITEM.

>>Fortune

SO WE CUT THISWITH DISNFECTED TOOLS WE PUT IT ON
DISNFECTED TARPSON THE GROUND, ON A DISNFECTED TARP
IN THE TRUCK, ITSBROUGHT BACK, IT'SPUT ON A DISNFECTED
TARP ON OURDOCK, AND CLEANED AND THEN TAKEN RIGHT
TO ADISNFECTED COOLER, SO WE DO TREAT IT LIKE A FOOD

>>N ARRATOR:
ALL THISWORK ISDONE TO MAKE SURE THE
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PANDASGET THE BAMBOO THEY NEED, AND
THEIRTASTESCAN FLUCTUATE...

>>Harwood:

THE BAMBOOSTHEY LIKE DEPEND ON THE SEASON, DURING
THE WINTERTHEY TEND TO EAT MORE OF THE STEMSAND
CONESAND DURING THE SUMMER THEY TEND TO EAT MORE OF
THE LEAVES AND THE SPECIESDEPENDSON THE TYPE OF
YEAR. THEY'RE SPECIALIZED TO EAT BAMBOO. THEY HAVE
WHAT'SCALLED A “PSEUDO-THUMB” AND IT'SACTUALLY AN
EXTENSON OF THE WRIST BONE THAT THEY CAN GRIP BAMBOO
UNLIKE OTHER BEARS IT'SNOT AN ACTUAL THUMB, BUT THEY
CAN MANIPULATE THE BAMBOO TO EATIT

>>Bodiford:
ME AND THE PANDASGOT OUROWN LITTLE BOND. | LOVE
THEM. THEY FEED ME | FEED THEM.

>>N ARRATOR:

INVASVE EXOTIC PLANTSPOSE A SERIOUS
THREAT TO OUR NATIVE SPECIES. THE
GEORGIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY HASMADE
ITTHEIRMISSON TO PROTECT OUR
VALUABLE NATIVE FLORA, NOT ONLY FROM
INVASVES, BUT ALSO FROM AN EVEN BIGGER
THREAT...LAND DEVELOPMENT. TODAY,
THEY ARE ON ANATIVE PLANT RESCUE,
SAVING PLANTSFROM ASITE IN SUWANEE
GEORGIA THAT WILL SOON BECOME A TOWN
CENTER.

>>Mcdowdl:
THE SOCIETY WASFORMED IN 1994 BY SOME CONCERNED
CITIZENSTHAT ALL OURNATIVE FLORA WASVANIHING.

>>Schrum:

THE RESCUE PROGRAM WORKSWITH PROPERTY OWNERSAND
DEVELOPERSAND GET PERMISSON FROM THEM TO GO INTO
STESTHAT THEY ARE GOING TO DEVELOP AND REMOVE AND
RELOCATE SOME OF THE NATIVE PLANTSTHAT WOULD
OTHERWISE BE LOST. .
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>>Montgomery:

TO ME IT'SVERY IMPORTANT TO SAVE THESE PLANTS TO ME
PERSONALLY. AND | DON'T KNOW WHY EXCEPT THAT | FEEL
VERY STRONGLY ABOUT THE FACT THAT MY GRANDCHILDREN
NEED TO KNOW WHAT THESE PLANTSLOOK LIKE. MY
ANCESTORSUSED A LOT OF THESE PLANTS AND MY
GRANDCHILDREN, IFEVERYTHING KEEPSBEING BULLDOZED
DOWN, THEN MY GRANDCHILDREN AREN'T GOING TO KNOW
WHAT THEY LOOK LIKE. ENVIRONMENTALLY, WE HAVE TO
START THINKING ABOUT USNG PLANTSNATIVE TO THISSTATE
ASOPPOSED TO BRINGING IN THE EXOTIC STUFF THAT ISN'T
VUPPOSED TO BE HERE.

>>NARRATOR;:

BECAUSE INVASVE EXOTIC PLANTSARE SO
ABUNDANT, IT'SSURPRISNG THAT ANYONE
WOULD WANT TO BUY THEM...BUT DESPITE
THE DAMAGE THEY CAN DO TO OUR
LANDSCAPE, MANY EXOTICSLIKE ENGLISH 1VY
CONTINUE TO BE SOLD AT GARDEN STORES.
WHEN PLANNING YOUR GARDEN, IT’S
IMPORTANT TO KEEPIN MIND WHICH PLANTS
TO AVOID... AND WHO BETTER TO ASK ABOUT
BUYING PLANTSAND CONTROLLING
INVASIVESTHAN GARDENING IN GEORGIA
HOST, WALTER REEVES?
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>>Reaves.

0O NON-NATIVE EXOTICSARE PLANTSTHAT WE NEED TO SORT
OF KEEPIN OURMIND: PLANTSTHAT CAN BECOME PESTS CAN
BECOME PROBLEMSIF WE PLANT THEM. PRIVET CAN BE A
PROBLEM THAT'SSOLD IN THE NURSERY STILL. WE'VE GOT THE
ENGLIH IVY THAT'SSOLD IN THE NURSERY STILL, EVEN
OMETIMESTHE RUNNING BAMBOO ASYOU SEE ISOLD, AS
WELL ASTHE WISTERIA ISSOLD IN THE NURSERY. ITSALWAYSA
GOOD IDEA TO KEEPIN MIND THE POTENTIAL PROBLEM THAT
THESE PLANTSCAN POSE TO YOU AND YOUR LANDSCAPE. BUT
LET'STALK ABOUT ENGLISH IVY, THERESA. | KNOW THAT YOU
GET REALLY EXCITED WHEN YOU GET THE CHANCE TO
CONTROL ENGLIH VY, AND WE'VE GOT A PROBLEM. WE'VE
GOT THISENGLISH IVY DESERT RIGHT HERE. IN FACT | SAW
THAT WE HAVE ONE TREE THAT, OH GOSH LOOK, HASBENT
OVER BACKWARDSBECAUSE OF THE WEIGHT OF THE ENGLIHH
IVY THERE.

>>Schrum:

RIGHT ESPECIALLY BECAUSE THE PLANT ISEVERGREEN AND
THISISA LOT OF SURFACE AREA FORICE AND THINGSLIKE
THAT IN THE WINTER, AND THE WEIGHT CAN JUST BE TOO
MUCH FOR EVEN A MATURE TREE.

>>Reeves.

ALRIGHT GRAB YOUR LOPPERSOVER THERE AND LET'STALK
ABOUT HOW TO CONTROL IVY.NOW IT'SNOT A PARASTE,
RIGHT?IT DOESN'T UCK JJICE OR SAP OUT OF THE TREE?

>> Schrum:

NO. RIGHT, ALL OF THE ENERGY THAT IT GETSCOMESUP FROM
THE SOIL, AND COMESUP THE VINE AND INTO THE TREE.
>>Reaves.

0 THEN, ALL WE REALLY HAVE TO DO TO GET THE REST OF
THE VINE KILLED UPHERE WOULD BE TO CUT IT DOWN LOW
HERE.

>> Schrum:

RIGHT, IT WILL DIE ABOVE THE CUT

>>Reeves:

OK, 0O I'M SEEING ASI’'M CLEARING OFF THE IVY LEAVESHERE
THAT YOU HAVE THISREALLY HAIRY VINE. WHAT DOESTHAT
REMIND YOU OF?

>>Schrum:

REMINDSME OF POISON IVY (laughs)

>>Regves.

ARE WE URE THISISENGLISH IVY AND NOT POISON 1VY?

>> Schrum:

YESWE'RE URE

>>Reeves,

ALRIGHT, WE'VE GOT THE VINE ESTABLISHED AND WE KNOW
ITSNOT POISON 1VY. SO0 WHAT DO YOU DO THEN?

>>Schrum:

WELL AT THISPOINT WE WOULD PROBABLY WANT TO PRY IT
AWAY FROM THE TREE TRUNK AND GET IN THERE WITH THE
LOPPERS

>>Reaves.

| BROUGHT A TOOL THAT | LIKE TO USE TO PRY THINGSOFF OF
TREE TRUNKS AND THAT'SA SCREWDRIVER AND A HAMMER
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RIGHT HERE. SO WE'LL JUST GET BEHIND IT AND GIVE YOU
SOME ROOM TO WORK...THAT'STIGHTLY ADHERED!

>> Schrum:

ITISITISMUST NUG RIGHT TO THE TRUNK, AND THAT'SA
PROBLEM BECAUSE IT DOESDAMAGE THE BARK A LITTLE BIT,
AND EVEN WITH THISPRYING, WE'RE GOING TO GET IN HERE—
>>Reeves:

SEE IF YOU CAN GET THE LOPPERBEHIND IT AND GIVEIT A
CUT...OH, LEVERS YESSR! THERE WE COME ... ALRIGHT ...
(grunt)...THERE WE GO...ALRIGHT, SO WE'VE GOT THAT VINE
DOWN AND WE CAN CONTINUE GOING AROUND THISTREE
AND ALSO CAN PULL UPTHE VINESTHAT ARE HERE ON THE
GROUND AROUND IT AND CLEAR AN AREA AROUND THE TREE.
O LET'SWORK A LITTLE BIT AND GET THE ENGLIH IVY
CLEARED AROUND THESE COUPLE OF TREESRIGHT HERE.
>>Schrum:

OK.

>>Reeves,

I'M GOING TO SHOW EVERYBODY WHAT CAN BE DONE, AND
WHAT SHOULD BE DONE WHENEVER YOU HAVE ENGLIH VY
THAT HASESCAPED INTO THE WOODY PARTSOF THE
LANDSCAPE...(musc)..ALRIGHT, FEEL BETTER NOW?

>>Schrum:

| FEEL MUCH BETTER.

>>Reeves

I'M GLAD YOU DO. THISIS—WOW, LOOK AT THE ROOT ON THIS
THING! THAT ISHUGE! THEY CAN BE PRETTY ENERGETIC WHEN
THEY INVADE THE OUTER DOORS NOW WE USED LOPPERSAND
MY SCREWDRIVER AND PRUNERSHERE. WHAT ARE SOME OTHER
TOOLSYOU CAN USE TO GET IVY BACK UNDER CONTROL?
>>Schrum:

SOME OTHER TOOLSTHAT YOU CAN USE ARE A HAND SAW AND
THISTOOL, THISSORT OF HAND HOE. EITHERSDE ISGOOD.
THISISGOOD FORPULLING THE ENGLISH IVY ON THE GROUND,
AND IF YOU WERE TO ENCOUNTER SOMETHING YOU WANTED
TO CHOP, YOU COULD ST CHOPIT WITH THIS

>>Reeves

AND YOU KNOW, | THOUGHT TO MYSELF ASWE WERE WORKING
HERE, THE BEST TOOL YOU CAN HAVE ISA PARTNER TO COME
OUT AND WORK WITH YOU (laughs). SOMEBODY THAT CAN CLIP
WHILE YOU'RE PULLING TO GET THE ROOTSIDENTIFIED
BECAUSE THAT REALLY ISA TWO-PERSON JOB TO GET ENGLIH
IVY UNDER CONTROL. SO HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE BEFORE THE
VINE DIES DO YOU THINK?

>> Schrum:

WELL TECHNICALLY ITSALREADY DEAD. IT'SBEEN CUT AWAY
FROM ITSNUTRIENTS | WOULD SAY WE'RE PROBABLY GOING TO
START TO SEE SOME WILTING IN ABOUT A WEEK, MAYBE TWO.
>>Reeves.

ENGLISH IVY CAN BE A REALLY, REALLY, REALLY NUISANCE
PEST, A NON-NATIVE EXOTIC. AND SPEAKING OF NON-NATIVE
EXOTICS MS SHRUM, | HAVE A PRIVET HEDGE ON THE OTHER
SDE OF THE FENCE OVER HERE.

>>Schrum:

OOOH, LET'SGO TAKE CARE OF THAT!
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>>Reaves.

ALRIGHT! BRING SOME TOOLS BRING THE LOPPER OVER THERE.
| THINK THAT WOULD BE A GOOD TOOL....PRIVET, YOU HAVE
MET YOUR MATCH.

>>NARRATOR:

THERE ISMUCH TO BE DONE IN
CONTROLLING THE SPREAD OF INVASVE NON
NATIVE SPECIES, AND THE PLANTSAND
ANIMALSWE'VE HIGHLIGHTED ON THIS
PROGRAM REPRESENT ONLY A SAMPLE OF
EXOTIC SPECIESIN GEORGIA. IN ORDERTO
FIGHT THISPROBLEM, WE MUST REMAIN
CONSTANTLY AWARE OF THE THREATSMANY
OF THESE PLANT AND ANIMAL INVADERS
POSE TO OUR ECOSYSTEM.

>> Allison:

TO ME THE CRUX OF THE MATTERISTHAT THESE ARE A FORM
OF POLLUTION, BUT BIOLOGICAL POLLUTION. AND IT'STHE
ONLY KIND OF POLLUTION THERE ISTHAT REPRODUCESITSELF.
AND O IT'SNOT SOMETHING THAT CAN BE LEFT TO BE DONE
TOMORROW BECAUSE TOMORROW THE JOB WILL BE MUCH
WORSE THAN IT ISTODAY.

END CREDITS




