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>>Male Narrator: Dogs ar e amazing, adaptable, and they
really can be our best friends. On this program we'll
meet therapy dogs, agility dogs, and hunting dogs. And
we'll explore how to train and travel with your dog.
Coming up next!

>>Narrator: Man’sbest friend lovesto go outdoor s and
play. Thereisan old joke, that if your dogis
overweight, then you need more exercise! And thereare
certainly lots of waysto get that exercise with your best
friend. Whether your dogisa purebred pooch or a
pound-puppy, good training and alittle knowledge can
be all you need to take your dog anywhere.

We're here at Doggie Days, an annual festival
celebrating man’s best friend, and a dog-gone good time
for humansand K9 salike. Doggie Daysis an annual
fundraiser for Dreamworkers, a non-profit organization
of people who train and work with therapy dogs.

>>\Nadédich: Today we're doing Doggie Days, and tha's just
kind of an awarenessfor peopleto just kind of come and be able
to spend time their family and with their four legged children as
well astheir two legged ones.

Dixie Golden Retriever Rescue interview...

>>Teeg: I’'m here at Doggy Days to have fun with my dog
and to celebrate and have fun because our dogs have
accomplished very—Iots of things and we just wanted to
tell them how much we love them by taking them out to

play.

>>\Waidelich: One of the goalsisfor these animals not to
end up in the shelters. That's what kind of Doggy Daysis
all about. It’sjust kind of afun thing, ah, to try to help educate
people. It isafundraiser for us because we are strictly a nonprofit
organization. We're ableto get alot of people involved with
vendors from other, other areas whether they are sdlling crafts.
Some of them are rescue groups that have comeiin. it's redly been
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great to be able to have other people come out and, and share this
day with usand | think they've been pretty pleased with the turn
out that we've had.

>>Miller: I’'m with Dixie Golden Retriever Rescue. We're a non-
profit organization that rescues golden retrievers from pounds. We
have owner turn-ins and strays that we find. And we try to find good
homes for them. Thisis our little bobbing for tennis balls game and
it'sfor Dixie Golden Retriever Rescue. She has problems; she sees
one ball and then says, “ Oh there’s more!”

>>Teeg: We won the Doggy Days cakewalk and we got a dog pie
with treats and meat.

>>Narrator: If you have an active dog who likesto
chase a ball, then flyball, might be a great sport for you
and your dog.

>>Wilson: Well we're here promoting this sport because we just love
it and we think everybody would like it.

Fly bal isateam sport. We worked together as ateam of four,
and we race againgt another team. Typicdly the dogs run a about
four seconds. And the fastest holding team a the moment isa
sixteen and hdf second run. And, you want to do it with no faults,
no missed jumps, no dropping of the ball, no errors.

Typically adog that’s pretty energetic and likes to do things. We love
dogs that have tug drive or ball drive. Those are the easiest and seem
to loveit the most.

>>Narrator: The North American flyball association isthe
governing authority for flyball and welcomes new members. The
equipment is easy to build or buy online. And tournamentsare
not expensive.

>>Texidor: The reason | like flyball is running with the dogs then
trying to have competition with them and just seeing how fast they
can run.

>>N arrator: For the acrobatically minded dogs,
you might consider agility training. Here at
Doggie Days, dog handlers learn how to get
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involved.

>>Cook: Thereason | do agility with my dog, first and for mogt,
isit'salot of fun. Agility isasport that any dog that doesn’t have a
physicd limitation can do, and it's dso a sport that any person can
do. | know peoplein ther eighties who have agility dogs. It'sa
sport where the dog does most of the running, and you do most
of the handling. So, if you're aperson with any kind of a
disability, | have very bad arthritis, and my dog and | competein
higher levels of agility.

If you enjoy training animas and you like being outside and you
have a high-drive dog who needs alot of exercise, you need to do
agility with him.

If you redly want to serioudy do it, of course, you'd want to take
some kind of a class because you don’t want to injure your dog
and you are going to have safety concerns. You can go on the
Internet and find dl kinds of websites that tell you how to build
equipment, and there are even websites on the I nternet that tell
you how to build chegp equipment out of things you might have
around the house.

>>N arrator: Other dogs got to try their feet at the
agility course as well. Sasha is a former agility
champion, and now that sheisin her golden
years, has found a new career with Dreamworkers
as atherapy dog. Her handler, Rhonda Hunt, isa
teacher who has made Sasha an important part of
classroom learning.

>>Hunt: The children are visiting the classroom to see what their books
are like and to meet the teacher and to meet Sasha. Many of the
children have seen Sashathroughout their school years and so now they
are excited about the fact that now they’ll be in the classroom with the
dog. The parents dso are coming to find out about just the generd
aspect of being in third grade, but they dso want to find out more about
the dog, what the purpose of the dog is, why she'sin the classroom. It's
not common to have adog in the classroom. | hope that they walk away
from the classroom finding that their children are going to have a
unigue experience. If they have children that are wesk or reluctant
readers I’m hoping that they will be looking forward to seeing their
child improve their reading. And that they will have the feding that the
classroom is going to be an inviting and safe and enthusiastic place to
come during the school day.




Script: 1411 man’sBest Friend I1l Page 1l of 9 4
Original Airdates: June4 @ 6 PM and June 5 @ 12:30 PM

Your job isto write aletter to Sashaand you can ask her some
guestions or you can tell her about your pet or you can tell her about
beingin class, how you fed aout having her in class, anything you want
to write aout, but your letter isto Sasha

| think the thing that Sasha gets out of it, and it’s very basic for her; she
getstreats and she gets pets. Shelikesto travel around the classroom
and she'll lean up againgt achild to get pets and likes to see what they're
doing and she dso likes to just lay down beside them and relax.

Some of the things tha she does, we do dog-bite prevention lessons,
and we will visit any classthat invitesus. Thisisabasic hedth lesson,
and it meetsthe state sandards on sfety.

Sasha has abaskets of books that are about cats and dogs, and the
children will select abook and they'll st down on Sasha's mat with her,
and they read to her. What's positive about thisisthat it'sinforma
reading S0 the child is seeing a pleasurable aspect of reading rather than
it being something tha's required. They have some socid time because
other children will sit with them. They'll either read out loud to each
other, or they will pass the book around and read. You can see children
helping each other with words. But the whole time that you watch
them you'll see that they are Sitting there stroking Sesha. And so they
can experience some of the pleasure of reading with someone who is
going to be non-judgmenta with them.

Tha is one of the things parents often wonder is, well does the dog
cause adigtraction in the classsoom. And I've found that it'sjust the
opposte. Sashawill lie around, on the floor next to the children and as
long as they're working quietly then she'll stay with the class. I they get
redly noisy then she'll get up and go and get in her crate, and they know
tha when she goesin her craeit’stimeout for her, and that meansthat
they cannot interact with her. So I've actudly heard children telling
eaech other that they need to tak quietly because if they get too loud
Sashawill get up and leave. So, yes, she does help keep acam
amosphere in the classroom.

>>N arrator: Sasha’s other job is visiting nursing
home residents in her home county along with
other Dreamworkers dogs and handlers. These
dogs take their jobs very seriously.

>>Waidelich: Our main project redly is with the nursing home
that we visit with in Paulding County. We go up there on
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Thursday evenings, and we spend anywhere from an hour to two
to three hours. It just depends on how many patients are there for
usvigt. It'sincredible what | see & the nursng home. Every week
there's patientsthat St in agathered area, and they can’'t hardly
wait for the dogsto come. And, they dmogt fight over, “no come
Ssee me, no come see me”’ and that sort of thing, so it’s redly neat
to see them get so excited about havingadog. And, then they'll
usudly tell you about their pets and everything, so it’s just a negt
thing that we can do for them. It’s been an incredible thing, and
no matter what, I’ll dways do therapy because | think that's what
it'sredly dl about is being able to share the dogs with other
people. And for them to understand what an animd can bring
into their lives.

>>Narrator: The dogs here are all certified
therapy dogs. Many of them dogs who had a
rough start in life and were rescued from the
humane society or rescue groups. Some of them
once had fear or obedience issues that were
resolved by much attention and a basic
obedience class taught by Dreamworkers.
Whether or not your dog would become good
therapy dog, both of you could have a great time
and learn alot at Good Canine Citizenship class.

>>Adcock: ThisisLance. 1've had him for about amonth. Hewasa
stray from the street, and anima control picked him up, had him on
their website for awhile. They turned him over to Shdtie Rescue.
Sheltie Rescue ishow | ended up with him.

>>Miller: Thisis Ally; she'smy chocolate lab. |'ve had her for
little over ayear now. She was arescue; she wastied up in
somebody’s backyard. She had heartworm and amass cdll tumor
on her neck when | got her.

>>Hamilton: And Cookie is aboxer mix. She's arescue dog.
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>>Hunt: Ok we're just going to do someinitid greetings for saying
hdlo. So just make sure that your dog stays, give him a stay and make
sure that they are either gtting or arein aposition that they are going to
be comfortablein.

Wl | think if you've got adog with basic training that has passed the
canine good citizen test, you've got adog that is going to be ableto
communicate with you and you're going to be able to communicate
with that dog. You're goingto get, | think you're get alot more from
your dog. | think you're going to enjoy your dog more because you can
take your dog out in public.

In atypica class what we normaly do, we start out with running
through the canine good citizen test. We start out with greeting the
handler without petting the dog. That’s the first component of the te<t.

>>Adcock: Well thisis hisfirst classso | wanted to be alittle bit more
freeform with him. | didn’t want to put him in arigid schedule.

>>Waiddlich: | would never have adog that | haven’t done basic
obedience with. You just get so much more out of your dog. And I’'m
just dways able to take my dogs anywhere | want to go with them and
never have to worry them misbehaving, they've been well socidized and
everything ese.

>>Hunt: We spend alittle bit of the class time working on gpproaching
the dog so that the dog does not break, waking around the dog,
working with distractions so that the dog is able to handle distractions
and unusuad moves.

You may see someone bouncing abdl, throwing sticks, running past the
dog. We work on the dogs approaching each other. They have to stay
out of each other’sface and stand politely beside their handler while
their handler is greeting another dog handler. We try to work on dl of
those skills because those are the components of the canine citizen test.
It dso helpsthe dogin just every day life with having good manners and
being able to go out in public and behave himself.

>>Hamilton: Well this class gives us an opportunity to accustom her to
alot of different things, unexpected things, but it gives her poise. When
| first brought her here, she couldn’t stand till. She would try to run
behind me and hide. She's just now starting to come out and it’s
because of Dreamworkers, because of people like Rhondawho've
helped me and taught me how to train my dog.

>>Hunt: Because we are anonprofit organization we do thisasa
service to the community so it’s alow-priced, low-cost obedience class.




Script: 1411 man’sBest Friend I1l Page 1l of 9 7
Original Airdates: June4 @ 6 PM and June 5 @ 12:30 PM

Because we are an organization that does service to the community we
ask the people that cometo the classto aso help us with some of our
projects. We use the dog wak in the park not so much to teach agility
for competition, but we use it as a confidence builder. Dogs, particularly
large dogs, sometimes they're not red confident on unusua surfaces so
we try them out on different surfaces. It dso gives them—helpsthe
handler improve their communication skill with the dog because it
changesthe level and it changes the position with the dog so they have
to change their communication alittle bit. They have to improve their
communication. It aso gives the handler confidence in knowing that
they can gpproach an unusud obstacle.

>>Waiddich: Thisisjust constant just experience for me learning how
to read my dog better, learning how to anticipate things that are going
to happen

>>Hunt: Thetests are usudly arranged with the tester and it is often
given a the end of class where we can still use some members of the
classfor things like walking through acrowd or gpproaching aneutra
dog, but we don't actudly do it in the class. I1t's normally toward the end
of the class or in between the two classes that we're doing.

>>N arrator: Pets with good training are
appreciated at more places than those who cause
problems for others. If you want to treat your dog
and your dog has good manners, check to see if
your area has a park with an off-leash area like
the one at Piedmont Park in Atlanta. The
Piedmont Park Conservancy made a big effort to
include an off-leash areain the restoration of the
park.

>>McCown: Well, the Piedmont Park Conservancy is a nonprofit
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organization in partnership with the city of Atlanta Tha means
that we are private, charitable, and folks can make donationsto the
conservancy. And we use those donationsto restore and preserve
Piedmont Park.

We looked at other off leash areas, Seattle, New Y ork to see how
others were operating off leashor dog parks. It isfunded completely
with private contributions and maintained with those
contributions. The city does not maintain the off leash aress, the
conservancy does. Folks are coming from dl over. They love the
ability for the dogsto interact. Everything we do asthe
conservancy is community building, and this is another way that
we bring people together and create community.

>>Sephenson: The leash-free dliance of piedmont park isafree
volunteer organization that anyone in the greater Atlantametro areacan
join. And if you'reinterested in using the off-leash areaand helping us
to make it an even better place, then it would be greet to join.

>>N arrator: Another place in the Atlanta area
where responsible pet owners can get outside
with their dogsis the Chattahoochee River

N ational Recreation Area. Because of the high
volume of visitors, this park is an example of how
important it isto follow the rules.

>>Morris. We have atremendous amount of vistation annudly. Many
of those people, especidly in an urban areahere, own pets. One of our
primary problems with dogs hereis pets off leash. Not only is that
illegd, but it intimidates people who are maybe intimidated by dogs or
don't like dogs. One of the other significant issuesthat we haveis pet
excrement. In the summertime we may have 5 to 7 thousand visitors a
day. Approximately 1000 to 1500 of those vigitors will have dogs with
them. Every one of those dogs that walks this 3-mile loop eventudly
leaves excrement at least once. Approximately 60% of the people that
wak here are responsible pet owners, do bring an excrement device, a
shovel or abag of some kind, pick up their dog's excrement and dispose
of it properly. You aso have to have your current rabiestag on the
collar of your dog.

>>Narrator: Thereis also the problem of bank erosion. Dogs off
leash at river’'s edge destroy vegetation in closed areas and create
siltation problemsin the river.
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>>Morris. Thisis one of the areas here on Cochran Shoasthat is
substantidly eroded primarily from people coming down to the water,
let their dog run in the water, chase bals, chase Frisbees off of leash.
Thistype of erosion, in most of our park units, thisis one of the worst
examples, worgt-case scenario of what can hgppen. You can seethe
exposed roots causing these trees that were here are now dead. The
trees behind that are part of thisroot structure will eventudly be
affected. In addition, dl thisdirt that was here a one time has now
washed out into the river and is permanent sltation. There's redly no
way for usto get that back out.

GEOFACT:

>>Female N arrator: Dogs love to be part of family travel plans.
Just follow these guidelines so everybody has a good time.
Restrain your pet to reduce travel anxiety and increase safety for
all. Get your dog used to riding in avehicle. Take short, fun trips
at first. For a carsick pet, ask the vet if medication would be
appropriate. Check your local pet store for an assortment of
collapsible bowls for travel. A favorite toy can reduce travel
anxiety. N ever leave a pet unattended in a car with the windows
up. In case you become separated, bring a recent photograph and
written description of your pet. Verify that your pet’s tags are
current. Pick up after your pet. Follow the rules. Be respectful of
the environment and others. Check out this website for more
information.

>>Narrator: The dog has earned the right to be
called man's best friend and will likely continue to
occupy the place closest to humans in the animal
kingdom. Dogs deserve our respect and
understanding for everything they do for us. A
mistreated or misunderstood dog usually
deserves a second chance and a new home. And
a dog well trained to fit into human society is a
treasure and a joy to be around.




