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>>Host: Hi. I’'m Michael Host, host of
Georgia Outdoors. Thisishow | open a
can of sardines. Thisishow ablack bear
opens a can of sardines. We're going to
find out more about black bearsin Georgia
coming up next

>>Male Host:

Theblack bear - Ursus Americanus—is
a spectacular example of North
American wildlife and a symbol of our
country’sremaining wild places. The
black bear’srange onceincluded most of
North America, now their range and
number s have seriously decreased -
mostly dueto habitat loss. These shy,
secretive animalsrange over large areas
in search of food. Astheir habitat is
developed and sectioned off for human
use, food sour ces often disappear.
Sometimesthis meansthe bears have to
go farther out of their range which
increases the odds of meeting a bear in
thewild or finding a bear in your own
back yard.

Seeing a bear in your yard or in thewild
Isnot necessarily a cause for alarm, but
you should use caution and always
remember —Don’t Feed The Bears. The
chance of seeing a bear at all these days
isgrowing thanksto the hard work of
organizationslike the Southern
Appalachian Bear Study Group. This
group includes biologists from Geor gia,
Tennessee, North and South Carolina
who meet regularly and coordinate bear
management in those regions.

Georgiaishome to approximately 2000
black bearsaccordingto the Georgia
Department of Natural Resour ces, and
they should know. These biologists
conduct annual bear surveysand have
been doing so since 1983. Coordinator




Script: Bear 1113
Airdates: Saturday, February 3 @ 11:30 am.
Sunday, February 4 @ 10:30 am.

20f 16

of the Black Bear Project of Georgiais
Wildlife Biologist Chuck Waters.

>>Waters. Black bear population in north
Georgia has been steadily increasing for a
number of years. We can detect that trend
through our bait station surveys as well as
harvest statistics and nuisance complaints
and things like that. Judging by the
increase in the bear population over the last
few yearswe're not yet at the biological
carrying capacity for bears, but we're
probably getting pretty darn close to the
cultural carrying capacity if you will. |
think we' ve got just about as many bears as
society will tolerate.

>>Host:

One way to minimize human — bear
contact iswith the use of bear -pr oof
containersfor garbage.

>>Host: So are these cans located in all the
state parks and WMA's in Georgia now?
>>Waters: No, no. In fact that's one of the
big pushes we have right now is, isto
encourage folks to replace uh their existing
garbage cans or traditional garbage cans
with more bear-proof designs. That really
does a great job of minimizing garbage
bears and uh the problems associated with
them.

>>Host: Well this keeps all the bears out
of the garbage but | also understand you
guys are also doing things that purposely
attract bears.

>>Waters: Right, right. Uh we set bait
station surveys every July. Infact, let'sgo
- let's go set some.

>>Host: Great.

>>Waters: We set bait stations out all over
the mountains in north Georgia and leave
them out for five days and check them and
see what percentage of those stations were
visited by bears and that same protocol is
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used by colleagues in surrounding states so
that we can compare our data on amore
regional level.

>>Host: Well, our bait is set. | can’t wait
to come back and see just how this survey
works. Those sardines are some might
tasty treatsand | know if | wasabear I’'d
be interested. Sardines go so well with
blackberries.

>>Host: So, Chuck thisisthe, thefirst
station on theroute then?

>>Waters: Right.

>>Host: That you check?

>>Waters: Looks like we ve got a hit.
>>Host: We've got some evidencedon’t
we? Thisispretty interesting. Look at
that. Now that- to me, you know, that’s
funny because you look at this. Thisis
all wrapped up here. | mean, thelids
are, thelidsare peeled back. This
doesn’t, thisdoes not look like bear
evidenceto me. Thislookslike a bullet
hole. Doesn’t look likeit, too. And you
look, it looks, how do you know this, this
likeisn't kids or something like that?
How do you know?

>>Waters: Well, thisiscanine. Thisis
wherethe bear’s canine went through
thecan. Sometimesthey’re chewed up
like bubble gum. Sometimesthey're,
they’re hardly chewed and just licked
clean, but obvioudly, seeit’s been
cleaned out.

>>Host: Now that’salmost bear like
both sides, isn’t it?

>>Waters: Just grab that and drag them
out of thetree. These canswere hanging
over thisbigtreelimb hereand the bear
had to climb thetreeto get to them and
you can seethefresh claw marksall the
way through the bark down into the,
down into the solid wood, but it’s, it's
climbed atreetoget toit. Thisisa
pretty classic hit.
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>>Host: You put those pretty high up
into thetrees.

>>\Waters: Right.

>>Host: To actually make them go up
there after them?

>>Host: Right. They haveto climb the
treeto get tothe cans. Otherwiseyou
don’t know if, if maybe a raccoon or a
possum or something like that got them
or if thereach up and get them and
break the string and leave with them and
don’t leave the cans with the telltale
holesin them. You don’t know if
someone might have happened to cross
them and cut them down.

>>Host: Well, we got luck on our first
station.

>>Waters: Yeah.

>>Host: | supposewe need to check the
rest of them then, don’t we? I know
you’ve got quite a bit of work to do.
>>Waters: Did you get the string?
>>Host: Yes| did.

>>\Waters: Wedon’t want to leave any
trash in the woods.

>>Host: Think about uh, how many
mor e sites do you have to check on this?
>>Waters: Sixteen.

>>Host: Sixteen more.

>>\Waters: Better get going.

>>Host:

The bearsthat Chuck and hisgroup
monitor arewild bears. Wild bearstend
to keep to themselves and shy away from
humans. However, somebearsare
becoming habituated to human garbage
and these bears can get into trouble.

>>Waters: What generally happensis bears
usually don’t like to come around where
people are, but in periods of low food
supply like in spring before the berries
ripen or in late summer between the berries
and the acorns bears are rambling around in
search of food and it'sawhole lot easier to
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scrounge a Big Mac out of a garbage can
than it isto turn over rotten logs for grubs
or worms or something like that to eat. It's
a cost-benefit. They’re getting rewarded for
coming around human and, and getting into
human provided food and so what we try to
doisto break that cycle before the bear
becomes day active and needsto be
relocated. Wetypically use trapping and
relocation as alast resort. 1t’s not good for
people or bears. If you move abear from a
campground in the middle of a national
forest what really have you accomplished?
There’' sareason it's coming there and if
we can eliminate that, then we’ ve solved
the problem.

>>Host: Omar Lapp isathru hiker on
the Appalachian trail. A big
achievement for anybody. Hetold us of
his bear encounter at Low Gap Trail
Shelter.

>>| app: Thisisthirty miles from the end
or the beginning of the Appalachian Tralil,
for meit’sthe end. | have hiked over
2,100 miles on thistrail. I'm seventy years
old and it s been great. Last night we
stayed at a shelter about seven miles north
of here and my son and | were walking
down to the shelter and here about ten foot
away from the shelter was abear! Not a
great big one, but it was a grown bear and
he heard us come and he just looked up and
looked at us and we looked at him and then
he got up and then he walked away. The
one thing that | was reminded of is that
people do leave food in shelters for the next
hikers and that's a very friendly, nice thing
to do, but it should not be done in their
country because it encourages the bear to
come into the shelter and to get the food
and nobody wants that. The bear should be
out eating the berries and not get used to
eating the food that we have and also it
entices them to come to the shelter and stay
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around the shelter when really they should
be out eating the food that they are
expected to eat. So leaving food in shelters
where there’s, where there are bear around
isnot agood ideaand | was reminded of
that last night.

>>Female Narrator:

Coming up learn how to be bear safe but
first meet two world-renowned and

wor ld- traveled conservationists who
have come hometo help save grizzly
bears.

>>Host: In 1974, with nothing more than
backpacks, $6,000 of their own money and
one-way air tickets Mark and Delia Owens
headed off to the Kalahari Desert. They
were pursuing their dream —to make a
difference for wildlife in the world. For
seven years they studied the elusive brown
hyena and black-maned lions. They made
landmark discoveries about these species
and helped conserve the Central Kalahari
Game Reserve.

In 1985 they moved onto the North
Luangwa National Park of Zambia —
her e they found that gangs of

commer cial poacherswer e decimating
the parksresident elephants. As many
as a 1000 elephants werekilled each year
for their ivory. For the next 11 years,
Deliaand Mark developed the North
Luangwa Conservation Project, which
saved the park for the benefit of the
wildlife and the people living near it.

>>Delia Owens. The most important thing
we found is that you cannot possibly think
of conserving any wildlife unless you
include the local people. There' s so much
conflict between wildlife and peoplein
Africa and the, the people were shooting
elephants. The poachers were shooting
elephants at the rate of 1,000 ayear in this
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national park. They had shot over 100,000
elephantsin the last twelve yearsin this
valley. And um, we just were outraged, we
were just so saddened by this. Werealized
that the elephant population would only
last about five more years at that rate. But
we could not just go in and say to the
people you have to stop poaching the
elephants. | mean, it would make,..why??
Why should they? That was their main way
of getting meat , it was their main way of
getting money. They would sell their ivory
for ten dollars. Although the ivory was
actually worth alot more overseas. So we
came up with the idea of trying to ways for
the people to benefit from the elephants
still being alive. And we said you can shoot
an elephant one time and make ten dollars.
Y ou can keep an elephant alive and sell it
for tourists to see over and over and over
again. That sounds like an easy idea, but it
took usten yearsto win the people over.

>>Host:

In 1997, Mark and Deliareturned to the
United Statesto write up their elephant
resear ch data and to put their
conservation expertisetowork closer to
home. Delia’sfamily isfrom Georgia
and we caught up with her to find out
what these two hard-working
conservationists were up to now.

>>Delia Owens. When we came back
from working in Africafor 23 years on
wildlife conservation, we were amazed to
find how similar the problems were in this
country. We were, we went to northern
|daho, and we were helping with the fund
and helping do the research on a grizzly
bear project in northern Idaho and we were
very amazed to find that the funding, this
was a government project, and the funding
was as almost as bad as was for aproject in
Africa. The, asfar asthe prioritiesin the
county government, the state government,
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and the federal government, the priorities
of that project were very, very low. The
community was not involved, it was looked
at like something the biologists had to do
because it was an endangered species. The
people didn't really care about the grizzly
bears. They looked at the grizzly bearsas a
problem, because they thought that some of
the national forest could not be cut because
of the endangered species act and as long
as there were grizzly bearsin the forests,
then they would not be able to harvest
some of the timber. So they thought the
grizzly bears were actually taking away
some of their timber jobs. Anditwasa
very similar problem. And so we, we
became involved and we started working
with the Idaho Fish and Game, and we,
through our foundation, through the Owens
Foundation, we were able to raise some
money to boost the project so that they
could do more research, but also so that
they could do more education.

>>Host:

Today Mark and Delia are supporting
the Selkirk Ecosystem Grizzly Bear
Recovery Project in the northwestern
United States.

>>Delia Owens. We're working up in
Northern Idaho, in the Selkirk Mountains
inasmall population. There are only
between fifteen and thirty bears left in this
population. There are many more black
bearsin that area. One of the main causes
in mortality in grizzly bearsiswhen
hunters shoot grizzlies by mistake, and they
think that they’ re hunting black bears and
so, for some peopleit’s very difficult to
distinguish between a black bear and a
grizzly bear.

>>Host:
The Selkirk ecosystem is one of the most
complete grizzly bear habitatsin the
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lower 48 states. Theldaho Fish and
Game Department has been working for
15 year sto quantify the population
density, reproductive biology and causes
of mortality of the grizzly bearsthat live
in these mountains. But Idaho Fish and
Game oper ations are funded almost
exclusively with revenuesfrom the sale
of hunting and fishing licenses, and these
funds ar e insufficient.

Thethree officersrunning the Selkirk
Grizzly Bear Project arecritically short
of funds and spread far too thin for the
work that needsto be done. Mark and
Delia saw an opportunity wherethrough
their foundation — The Owens
Foundation for Wildlife Conservation -
they might help support thiswork.

Thegrizzlieswill likely recover without
bringing in bearsfrom other populations
—if human caused deaths and habitat
losses can be contained.

>>Delia Owens:. | think more people like
bears than dislike bears. | think more
people like wolves than dislike wolves. But
it takes a commitment from all of us.
Especialy the people, especially the people
who don’t have to have the conflict. | mean
it's more difficult for arancher to like a
wolf, than it is for someone who goes out
to Yellowstone just for summer vacation.
It's easy for them. They say, you know we
love the wolves, they want to see them, but
they go back to their home in Atlanta and
it's not a problem. So we have to have
sympathy for the people who do haveto
sacrifice on our behalf to save these, these
species that can be a nuisance to man. And
we have to try and find ways to help the
people who make the sacrifice on our
behalf.

>>Female Narrator:
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Most black bearsin Georgiaareblack in
color, but in some parts of the country
they may be brown or cinnamon. The
typical life span of a black bear isabout
eight to fifteen years. Wild bearstend to
live 23 percent longer than “ garbage
bears.” Adult bearsaregenerally up to
six feet in length and about three feet
high at the shoulder. Female adult bears
can weigh up to 300 pounds and males
can weigh over 500 pounds. Bear s have
poor eyesight but an excellent sense of
smell. They aregood tree climbers, can
swim well and areabletorun at speeds
of up to 30 miles per hour.
Cubsareborninthedenin late January
or February and are entirely dependent
on themother. Cubsstay with their
mother throughout thefirst year, den
with her during the following winter and
stay with her until shefinally drives
them away the following summer. Due
to thisextended carefor her young,
femalesonly produce alitter every two
years.

Next, learn some basic bear safety tips,
information on how to storeitemswhile
camping and what to do if approached
by a bear.

>>Hall: Her eyes got big as saucers and |
said, "what's wrong?' and she said,
"There'sabear behind us!" And | said,
come on, and | thought she was kidding
around with me.

>>Tanner: We used to feed bears yeah, he
used to give us apples and let us feed them
as kids. Fun memories, really didn’t know
the difference at the time. Learned alot,
don't do it anymore, enjoy watching them,
do not feed them. That'samotto and it'sa
good one.

>>0agle: At first | wasn't much afraid of it
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cause, first it would come along, it usually
it's path was right up through here and back
into the forest, right across through here,
night and day ...

>>Watson: and he woke up with abear
paw on hisface. Hefelt ahairy bear paw
on hisface and when he woke up he, of
course he saw the bear running out through
the woods out through the front of the
shelter. So, that just goes to show you, you
have to be real careful.

>>Hall: That bear went down to each table
at each campsite and was eating and | just
stayed ahead of him and that wasit and
that’s my story, but you got to be careful
with these bears, | tell ya cause he could
have come after me, couldn’t he? Y eah.

>>Host:

The Great Smoky M ountain National
Park has always been a popular sight for
bear watching. Many of us have
childhood memories of feeding the bears
in the park. Wéll, today we all know
better...Do Not Feed The Bears.
Feeding presentsathreat to the safety of
both the bear and humans. And dealing
with bear management issues like bear -
proof trash cansisBill Stiver.

>>Stiver: Bear management isreally
people management. It's pretty ssimple. |
mean, if you can manage food and garbage
and smells, then, then you keep that away
from bears then you won’t have any
problems. In athree year period from 1988
-1990, we handled thirty two bears fifty
timesin Chimney's Picnic area alone. Just,
and it's probably one of the worst areasin
North Americafor bear problems. So we
kind of looked at Chimney’s and you know
thought that if we can solve the bear
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problem here, then we can solve the bear
problem anywhere. And the first thing we
did was we replaced all the trash cans with
dumpsters and one of the problems we
were having is there was so many people
coming to that sight that the trash cans
didn't hold the volume of garbage that was
being generated. The next thing we did is
started patrolling the arealater at night and
just monitoring for bear activity and what
we learned was that you know bears don’t
just come out from the woods one day and
say that I'm going to be a nuisance animal,
it's alearned behavior over time.

>>Host: Bill also workswith
neighboring communitieslike
Gatlinburg, where we witnessed this
mother bear and two cubs getting into
all kinds of trouble at what wer e thought
to be bear proof containers. What we're
witnessing istwo baby bearslearning to
become nuisance bears. Sometimesthe
only way to handle this situation isto
destroy the bears.

>>Stiver:

Managing bearsis not just confined to the
Smoky's. | think that all bear biologistsin
the region, the southern Appalachian region
realizeit's on aregional scale. As a matter
of fact, we have agroup of biologists from
Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina,
Tennessee, that meet twice ayear. We call
ourselves the Southern Appalachian Bear
Study Group. We've worked with
Gatlinburg, and the Tennessee Wildlife
Resources Agency to address bears not
only in the park but also in the city of
Gatlinburg, and how to deal with the
garbage and bears coming out of the park
and into Gatlinburg and then back into the
park and it's avery very complex issue.
We've made some significant stepsin
addressing, you know, bearsin the city of
Gatlinburg with the ordinance for the
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animal resistant containers.

>>Host: So Bill, these are the ones that
we've aready seen being used in the city
right?

>>Stiver: Yes, they're the ones that
different restaurants and different
businesses are using. Over here we've got a
couple of examples of the types that the
homeowners can purchase. This one hasa
little latch system that you lift it up, trash
cans sit inside, put your trash in and lower
it back down and it’s latched. This one here
IS more recessed, um again, you pick it up,
put your trash inside, lower it back down
and the bear can't get to it, you know, get to
thisto pull up on.

>>Host: Now are thesein usein the city?
>>Stiver: Yes, yes. They'll either pour
concrete and set it into the concrete so it
can't be pushed over, or they will run some
rebar stakes down and driveit into the
ground where it can't be pushed over.

>>Host: Though most of us have

lear ned not to feed bearsintentionally,
many of uswho spend time camping in
the back country must learn how to
camp bear safetoo. First of all, if you're
backpacking, hang those packsin atree
whileyou’rein camp. Wildlife biologists
have developed food stor age cable
systemsthat are being installed in back
country camping ar eas wher e bear
problems have become serious.

>>Host: We're here with Rick Varner,
Wildlife Biologist with the National Park
Service and Rick isgoing to tell us and
demonstrate how these cables work and
help to manage bear encounters with
people.

>>Varner: The Great Smoky Mountains
National Park has over a hundred back
country designated camp, camp sights.
Every camp sight has one of these systems
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now.
>>Host: Well, you gonna show us how this
works?

>>Varner: Sure, uh, it'sareal smple
system. The main uh aspect of it isthat the
cable is a continuous loop. One end hooks
to the tree, the other end has two hooks at
the top that you use to put your pack on.
The pulleys on the cable are spaced inward
at the minimum of at ten feet from either
tree. That prevents abear from either
holding onto the tree and leaning out and
grabbing a pack or we've had in the past
where bears would actually climb above
the rope and jump from the tree and try to
catch the pack on the way down and tear it,
tear it loose. And with it being ten feet out,
| think that that intimidates the bear alittle
bit. He doesn't want to jump that far. But to
operateit, you just unhook it from the tree
and we go ahead and just walk to the
center, and your handles, the side with your
handles on it, you just pull, pull down till
you get your pack loop down here. This
loop right hereis called the pack loop,
we've got two hooks on it for two
backpacks, and the loop’ s made big enough
so it will spread out for big packsto give
you plenty of room to move. And you just,
most packs nowadays have some kind of a
haul 1oop on them and you just set it down
on the ground if you want. Pull it down
until they run out of handles cause once
they get to the colored handles, they just
walk back to the tree and as they walk back
the pack automatically goes on to the top
and you just snap it inand it’ s up.

>>Host: All thereistoit.

>>Varner: Of course there's some things
that we like to think are uh logical safety
things like don't be doing thisin a
lightening storm, but I, | don't know if
people do it or not, but | hope they don't.
But that's one of the only negative things
about this system is worrying about
someone hanging their little brother from
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it, anything like that. If they're not using
their pack and not using the stuff in their
pack it should be, it should be hung up.
>>Host: Good advice.

>>Host: Asa matter of fact, asan
example of how regionswork together
on bear management, the Georgia DNR
has since encour aged the Forest Service
to buy thistype of food stor age cable
system for every trail shelter on the
Appalachian Trail. The Appalachian
Trail Club will help toinstall these
systems.

Once again, here sa quick rundown of
therules:

1. Secureall food, toothpaste, soap
and trash at night or when not in
use.

2. Donot cook or storefood in or
near your tent.

3. Pack out all your trash.

4. If abear approachesyou,
frighten it by yelling, banging
panstogether, or throwing rocks.

5. If you areattacked, fight back
and yell. Playing dead doesn’t
work.

>>Waters: We haven't had a recorded
human fatality due to black bearsin north
Georgia but with increasing human
population nationwide and especially here
in the southeast and the southern
Appalachians there are more and more
contacts between humans and bears. If you
encounter a bear in the wild the best thing
to doisjust back away slowly and leave it
alone. Let him go on about his business and
you go about yours. Uhif you happen
upon a bear in the woods and it changesiits
behavior because you're there then you're
too close and you might notice things like
stomping the ground. They may actually
woof at you or uh even bluff charge if
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you'reif you'rereal close and they feel real
threatened. See, any of those types of
behaviors are too close. The best thing to
doisjust back away and leave them alone.

>>Host: Whether you' re an outdoors
enthusiast or just an unsure adventurer...
>>Host: There'stwo pieces of gear that
you don’t want to forget.

>>Host: Gear up every week for new and
exciting experiences next time on Georgia
Outdoors.




