
TIME FOR A PLUMBER!
Multiplying and comparing amounts of time

Episode 219:  Snappy and Blossom Learn About Music
4th Grade

Georgia Performance Standard
 M4N3 Students will solve problems involving multiplication of 2-3 digit 

numbers by 1-2 digit numbers

Objective
 The students will determine which is the least amount of time:  7400 seconds, 

123 minutes, or 2 ½ hours.

Materials
 TV/VCR or Computer/LCD projector
 Video Count On It! 219
 Paper, pencils
 A variety of manipulatives

Procedure
Opening
 View Count On It! 219 clip “Call a Plumber” (VHS 15:15 – 16:47)
 Pose the task:

Work time
 Allow students to work alone, in pairs, or in groups of three to come up with 

an answer.
 Students may use any manipulatives available to them to figure it out.
 Students should be able to explain how they came up with their answer orally

and in writing.

Closing
 Choose several students to share with the class how they came up with their 

answers.  You may wish to choose students that all approached/solved the 
problem differently.

 Students not sharing should be able to ask questions or make statements of 
those sharing, like, “I solved it the same way that you did.”

Your kitchen is flooding!  You call three different plumbers and get three different 
time estimates as to when they will be able to arrive.  The first plumber says he 
can be there in 123 minutes.  The next plumber says he can be there in an hour 
and a half.  The last plumber says it will take him 7,400 seconds to arrive at your 
house.  Your kitchen is filling with water – which plumber do you hire?  Show all 
your work and explain in words why you chose the plumber that you did.



Assessment
 Teacher observation/documentation on student rubric used by your 

school/county during work time and closing (sample rubric can be found on 
our website).

 Written work may be assessed, as well.


