
GROWING CATERPILLARS
A multiplication lesson

Episode 212:  Blossom and Snappy Go Gardening
3rd Grade

Georgia Performance Standards
 M3N3b Know the multiplication facts with understanding and fluency to 

10x10
 M3N3d Understand the effect on the product when multiplying by multiples 

of 10
 M3N3f Use mental math and estimation strategies to multiply
 M3N3g Solve problems requiring multiplication

Objective
 The students will figure out how much the average 3rd grader would weigh if 

he grew 3000 times his size like a caterpillar does.

Materials
 TV/VCR or Computer/LCD Projector
 Video Count On It! 212
 Paper, pencils

Procedure
Opening
 View Count On It! 212 clip “Caterpillars” (VHS 12:12 – 15:16).
 Say, “If Blossom weighs about five pounds and grew 3000 times her size, she 

would be 15,000 pounds!” (write it on the board).
 Ask, “If Snappy weighs about 7 pounds, how much would he weigh if he also 

grew 3000 times his size?” Let students work problems in their sitting 
arrangement groups.  When almost everyone is finished, call on students to 
share their answers.  Write problem and answer on the board.

Work time
 Share with students that the average weight of a third grader is 61 pounds.
 Working individually, in pairs, or groups of three, have students figure out how 

much a third grader would weigh if he grew to be 3000 times his size like a 
caterpillar does.

 Make sure the students know that your expectations are that they show all 
their work and label everything.

Closing
 Choose a few students to share how they came up with their answers.  Some 

may have worked the multiplication problem (3000x61), others may have 
completed 61x3 and then added three zeros to the end of the product.  Some 
may have drawn a picture to represent their answer.



Assessment
 Work may be taken up and graded by the following:  1point (attempted), 2 

points (worked problem, but incorrect answer), 3 points (worked problem, 
correct answer, no labeling), 4 points (worked problem, correct answer, 
labeled parts of problem.


