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“Edge of Survival” a Georgia Outdoors Production 
Teacher Guide 

 
 
 

Synopsis 
 
Every year, more and more species of animals worldwide are added to the 
Endangered Species List.  Why should mankind conserve and protect animals 
that have seemingly little benefit to their immediate ecosystems or to humans?   
 
“Edge of Survival” a Georgia Outdoors Production, explores the species of Red 
Cockaded Woodpeckers, American Alligators, Bald Eagles, frogs and 
amphibians, Indigo Snakes, and Gopher Tortoises and how biologists are 
attempting to conserve them in Georgia.  Narrated by host Sharon Collins, “Edge 
of Survival” explores the potential human benefits of conserving these species 
and why it is important to protect them for future generations. 
 
Pre-viewing Questions  
1.  What is an endangered species? 
2.  Does anyone know of an endangered species? 
3.  Why do you think it would be important to protect an endangered species? 
 
Post-viewing Questions 
Part 1 
Even though the disappearance of the Red Cockaded Woodpecker seems to 
have little direct impact on humans, why would it be important to prevent their 
extinction?  What role do you think they would play in the environment and larger 
ecosystem? 
 
Part 2 
Humans have been chopping down the pine forests of Georgia for the lumber 
industry and for community development.  Should there be laws that protect the 
wilderness and other natural environments from destruction?  Why? 
 
Part 3 
Many species become endangered because of pesticides or human medication 
contaminating their water source.  Should the government regulate and/or fine 
people who contaminate water sources in this way?  What impact could 
contaminated water sources have on humans? 
 
Part 4 
The Indigo Snake was once very popular as a pet.  Should people be allowed to 
have threatened and endangered species as pets?  Why or why not? 
 
Part 5 
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Discuss what potential benefits humans could discover from the animals featured 
in this show.  What does the quote, “When one tugs at a single thing in nature, 
he finds it attached to the rest of the world” mean? 
 
Quiz Questions 
 
Part 1 
1. Red Cockaded Woodpeckers live in a special kind of nest.  What is this nest 
and how is it made? 

(They live in holes in trees.  They often peck the holes themselves, which 
would take years to do.) 

2. Phil Spivey has dedicated his career to save the Red Cockaded Woodpecker, 
an endangered species, in Georgia.  What does he do to ensure that there are 
enough nests in Red Cockaded Woodpecker habitats? 

(He places nests in trees.) 
3. Phil Spivey also places bands on baby birds.  How does he reach the nests, 
even though they may be 50ft off the ground? 

(He builds a ladder as he climbs the tree so he can reach even the highest 
nests.) 

 
Part 2 
1. Why does biologist Phil Spivey place bands on baby birds? 

(So researchers and biologists can track them through their life.) 
2. Red Cockaded Woodpeckers are the only woodpeckers in North America that 
builds nests in a living or dead tree? 

(Living) 
3. Red Cockaded Woodpeckers only live in a very specialized habitat.  What kind 
of habitat do they live in? 

(Pine Forest/Forest) 
 
Part 3 
1. American Alligators are one of a few species to be removed from what list?   

(The Endangered Species List) 
2. The Bald Eagle was almost driven to extinction in the 1950’s.  What caused 
their sharp decline? 

(Pesticides) 
3. Frogs and other amphibians are under threat of extinction within our lifetime 
due to human contamination of medication in water sources.  Why is this a 
concern? 

(The contamination could eventually harm humans as well.) 
 
Part 4 
1. Indigo Snakes are the largest snakes in North America.  What is their food of 
choice? 

(Poisonous snakes.) 
2. Why is it so difficult for biologists to conserve Indigo Snakes?   
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(They live in a very large specialized habitat.) 
3.  Even though Indigo Snakes live in sandy wooded areas, they prefer to hunt in 
what kind of environment? 

(Wet and marshy areas.) 
 
Part 5 
1. Even though Indigo Snakes are not classified as an endangered species, they 
are classified as this type. 

(Threatened) 
2. The success of Gopher Tortoises and Indigo Snakes are linked.  Why do 
Indigo Snakes depend on the Gopher Tortoise? 

(They live in burrows that Gopher Tortoises dig.) 
3. Why is it important to conserve species that have no current benefits to 
humans? 

(They may provide benefits in the future.) 
 


