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“Crashing Water” a Georgia Outdoors Production 
Teacher Guide 

 
 
 

Synopsis 
 
There are hundreds of waterfalls in the State of Georgia, all of which hold their 
own history and are the sources of life for their ecosystems.  Waterfalls and their 
ecosystems are as complex as they are beautiful, supporting specialized life not 
only in their immediate areas but also providing water for life that lives 
downstream.   
  
“Crashing Water” a Georgia Outdoors Production explores the waterfalls of North 
Georgia and their unique histories.  From the “Niagara Falls of the South” to the 
first great American gold rush, host Sharon Collins takes you on a beautiful trip 
through the woods to secluded falls seldom seen by most people.  “Crashing 
Water” takes you into the creek and below the ground to discover the beauty and 
wonder that are waterfalls. 
 
Pre-viewing Questions  
1.  Has anyone ever seen a waterfall before? 
2.  What kind of life do you think lives near waterfalls? 
 
Post-viewing Questions  
Part 1 
Have you ever seen a waterfall?  If not, would you travel to see one, much like 
taking a vacation to go to the beach?  Why or why not? 
 
Part 2 
As communities become more developed, the danger of flash floods increase as 
well.  Flash floods are often caused by heavy rainfall and are almost impossible 
to predict or stop.  What do you think can be done to prevent flash floods in the 
future? 
 
Part 3 
Gold is often discovered in streams or rivers.  Why do you think this is?  (Think of 
what the water is doing as it moves through the ground.) 
 
Part 4 
The Cherokee Indians were removed from north Georgia to protect the self-
interests of the United States.  What do you think could have been done to 
ensure the success of the gold mines in north Georgia as well as allow the Native 
Americans to live on the land?  Do you think what the United States government 
did to move the Native Americans was right? 
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Part 5 
What does the quote, “if there is magic on this planet, it is contained in water” 
mean?   
 
Quiz Questions 
 
Part 1 
1. What region remained largely unsettled until the late 1800’s because of its 
rugged terrain? 

(Tallulah Region) 
2.  What addition to the Tallulah Gorge allowed a large influx of settlers to move 
into the region? 

(A railroad) 
3. What nickname did Tallulah Falls quickly gain due to its popularity and large 
numbers of tourists? 

(The Niagara Falls of the South) 
 
Part 2 
1. What is the name of the only free standing waterfall in Georgia? 

(Toccoa Falls) 
2. In 1977, something happened that caused a flash flood at Toccoa Falls that 
killed 39 people.  What was the cause of the flash flood? 

(A dam broke upstream.) 
3. Waterfalls tend to draw many people who go to admire its beauty.  What do 
most people tend to take, either for personal or artistic purposes, when they visit 
the falls? 

(Photos) 
 
Part 3 
1. The streams and rivers that surround waterfalls also attract this type of 
sportsman because of the wide variety of fish. 

(Fishermen) 
2. People who study waterfalls often debate as to what constitutes a waterfall.  
What must be taken into consideration when giving something the title of 
“waterfall?”  (Include at least two) 

(Height, steepness, slope, whether or not it flows year round) 
3. Dahlonega, Georgia was the site of the first major what in the United States? 

(Gold rush) 
4. Gold mine tunnels have holes hammered into its sides.  What were these 
holes used for? 

(To hold sticks of dynamite) 
 
Part 4 
1. What is the name of the falls where it is rumored that gold was first 
discovered? 

(Duke’s Creek Falls) 
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2. For what primary reason were the Cherokee Indians removed from north 
Georgia? 

(To allow white settlers into Cherokee territory and to protect the gold 
mines.) 

3. Waterfalls are created by erosion of rocks and sediment over the course of 
thousands of years.  What is the only thing that could create a waterfall in a very 
short amount of time? 

(An earthquake.) 
 
Part 5 
1. What do waterfalls do to influence their environments? (Name one) 

(Fish live at the top and the bottom of the waterfall/salamanders live in 
rotted wood by the waterfall/different kinds of plants thrive near waterfalls 

2. A certain plant found at Tallulah Gorge was classified as    (what?)  by the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service in 1978.  Tallulah Gorge is one of the only places in the 
world where it continues to grow. 

(Endangered) 
 
 
Geography Activities 
 
Locate the following on a State of Georgia Map: 
 
Tallulah Region 
 Tallulah Gorge and Falls 
Toccoa Falls 
Chattahoochee National Forest 
Holcomb Creek 
Stonewall Falls 
Minnehaha Falls 
Dahlonega 
Amicolola Falls State Park 
Dukes Creek 
Anna Ruby Falls 
Unicoi State Park 
Smith Creek 
Chattahoochee River 
 
 
 
 


