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The Georgia Department of Natural Resources

Wildlife Resources Division

STRIPED BASS FACT SHEET


LIFE HISTORY

Striped bass, Morone saxatilis, is the largest member of the Temperate Bass family, which also includes white bass, yellow bass, and white perch.  Striped bass derive their name from the rows of dark horizontal lines on their side.  These black rows are accentuated by the silvery white to steel blue background.  Other unique features include two distinct tooth patches on their tongue and sharp spines on their gill plate. Striped bass naturally occur along the Atlantic coast from Canada to Florida and along the Gulf coast to Texas.  The striped bass is native to Georgia’s coastal rivers like the Savannah, Altamaha, Ogeechee, Satilla, and Flint.  Inland populations have been established by stocking 1-inch long stripers into large freshwater lakes across north and middle Georgia.  

Striped bass are anadromous, which means they move from saltwater into freshwater to spawn.  Spawning occurs during April and May, when the water temperature rises to 60oF.  Striped bass migrate from their salt water habitat as much as 180 miles upstream to find swift, freshwater currents suitable for spawning. Males arrive at the spawning grounds several days to weeks before the females.  When the females arrive, small groups of males surround a single female. Depending on her body size, a mature female may carry between 500,000 and 4 million eggs.  As she releases her eggs, the males fertilize the eggs as they drift downstream.  The next few days are the most critical time in a striped bass’ life because eggs must remain suspended in the water to survive.  At least 50-miles of free-flowing river are necessary for striped bass eggs to hatch successfully. Within 72 hours, the fertilized eggs will transform into a newly hatched striped bass fry. 

Striped bass stocked into freshwater lakes also make spawning migrations to the headwaters.  Because reservoirs lack sufficient current to keep the eggs afloat, fertilized eggs will settle to the bottom of the lake and die.  Reservoir striped bass depend on stocking to maintain the population.   

For a few days, the newly hatched fry will receive nourishment from a small yolk sac.  Once the yolk sac is absorbed, the striped bass fry have developed the ability to freely swim around and feed on microscopic organisms.  Within two months, young stripers are about two-inches long and will grow rapidly on a diet of aquatic insects and small fish.  By the fall, young striped bass may reach a length of 12-inches and weigh up to one pound.  Out of a typical batch of eggs, less than 1% will survive to adulthood.  Striped bass can live more than 30 years and weigh up to 100 pounds under ideal growing conditions.
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FEEDING HABITS

Striped bass congregate in groups, called schools, which roam the open waters of lakes, coastal rivers, and embayments in search of prey.  A school of stripers feed by surrounding their prey and herding them to the surface.  With no place to escape, the prey is easily caught.  These surface “feeding frenzies” are very exciting to watch and signal anglers where to fish.  Striped bass fill an important role in the aquatic ecosystem by preventing prey species like gizzard shad, threadfin shad and blueback herring from overpopulating a water body.

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT IN GEORGIA
The Fisheries Section of the Department of Natural Resources is the state government agency that is responsible for managing Georgia’s freshwater fishery resources.  Striped bass management efforts in Georgia include annual population surveys, setting protective size and creel limits, protecting spawning habitat and water quality, and producing fingerling striped bass in hatcheries for stocking into reservoirs and coastal rivers.  Because of these management efforts, several north Georgia reservoirs, like Lanier, Nottely, Hartwell, and Clarks Hill, support high quality striped bass fisheries enjoyed by thousands of anglers each year.  In addition, the coastal population in the Savannah River, in southeast Georgia, is maintained by annual stocking.  

More than 1 million Georgians fish each year.  Purchases of fishing licenses, fishing tackle and bait, and motorboat fuels has an economic impact of more than $1 billion dollars to the state’s economy and supports more than 10,000 jobs statewide.  Funding for fisheries management programs is provided by the State Legislature and through federal grant money available through the Sportfish Restoration Program.   For more information about the Fisheries Section or fishing in Georgia, visit the website at www.gofishgeorgia.com







                            For more information, contact a WRD Fisheries Section Office or call (770) 918-6406. 
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