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	The American alligator is an example of a wildlife species that represents the Annual Conservation Theme; Natural Resources – Working with Wildlife
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	This reptile has changed little from its original form some 180 million years ago.
•Remained numerous in Georgia until the 1900s

•Then declined due to inadequately controlled harvest and poaching

•Alligators reached their low point in Georgia in the late 1960s
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	The alligator gained protection under the Endangered Species Act in 1966 and the Lacey Act in 1969.
•Because of significant increases in population levels throughout U.S. range the alligator was removed from total protection status in 1987

•Current status of “threatened due to similarity of appearance” to other crocodilians that still receive protection
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	The Georgia population is now estimated at 200,000 alligators.
•Removal from total protection status allows greater management flexibility.

•By 1989 nuisance alligator complaints became more numerous than WRD could respond to in an effective and timely manner.

•In 1989 Georgia initiated a nuisance alligator program employing alligator agent-trappers.
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	In the US, alligators are found along the Gulf Coast and Atlantic Coast states from Texas to North Carolina.
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	In Georgia alligators:
•Are typically found south of the fall line

•There is no evidence of alligator reproduction north of the fall line

•Alligators north of fall line were probably relocated by people
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	•Live up to 60 years in captivity 
•Are rarely found to be over 50 years old in the wild

•Males grow up to 16 ft but 14 footers are rare

•Females rarely grow over 10 ft

•Weights can reach over 800 pounds

•Record = 19’ 2” male killed in Louisiana in 1890
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	In the wild, alligators can be found in many types of wetlands.
•marshes, swamps, rivers, lakes, farm ponds

Alligators are occasionally found in non-traditional types of habitat including:

•ditches, canals, neighborhoods, roadways, golf courses, backyard ponds, swimming pools
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	More pictures of typical alligator habitat.
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	Alligators play an important role in the food web because they….
•Help cycle nutrients

•Maintain population balance of certain prey species

•Shape and modify habitats
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	Alligators prey on a wide variety of animals including young alligators.  
Other prey species include. but are not limited to, semi-aquatic mammals such as beavers, turtles, frogs, crayfish, fish, snakes, and birds.
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	In the ecosystem, alligators are critically important to the plants and animals sharing its habitat.
•during drought alligators excavate holes, called “gator holes”, to maintain water 

•the alligator is thus able to survives the drought

•and provides water for many other species of plants and animals that would not otherwise survive.
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	•Alligators breed in May or June
•Build nest mounds of vegetation and soil

•Lay an average of 35 to 40 eggs in late June or early July

•Eggs are covered with several inches of vegetation

•The damp, decomposing vegetation helps maintain the necessary temperature for incubation of the eggs

•The temperature during the first 3 weeks of incubation determines the sex of the developing baby alligators

•The eggs incubate for about 65 days and hatch in August or September.
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	Hatchlings make a high-pitched grunting sound which stimulates the female to remove vegetation from the nest and liberate the young which are 8” to 10” long at hatching.
Hatchlings remain in groups called “pods” but are still highly prone to predation.

Female alligators, unlike other reptiles, care for and protect their young.



	15
	About 20% of young alligators survive to maturity.
Others are prey for raccoons, birds, snakes, otters, and other alligators.

Grow about 10” per year for first few years and reach sexual maturity at about 6’ in length.
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	The Wildlife Resources Division conducts research and survey projects
to learn about the ecology of the alligator and monitor trends

in the alligator population.
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	Annual night time spotlight surveys have been conducted since 1989
•14 routes each year

•Average of 138 miles surveyed

•Run at night with spotlights

•Count known and unknown length alligators

•Survey throughout alligator range:

•lakes

•impoundments

•coastal rivers and creeks

•inland rivers
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	Alligators are an economically valuable wildlife species and are considered
a renewable natural resource.

•Alligators can sustain an annual regulated harvest

•Under sustainable-use management, monies from alligator harvesting provide funding for state alligator management and research programs.

•These programs also encourage private landowners to maintain wetlands
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	Alligators provide a wide variety of commercial products from high quality meat to numerous leather goods.
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	Georgia now has an estimated statewide population of 200,000 alligators
Georgia has had a hunting season for alligators since the 2003-04 hunting season.

The season is held in mid-September.

Harvested alligators must be 48” or greater in length.
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	In 2003, Georgia’s first alligator season was limited to 184 permitted hunters.
Harvest was allowed in 5 zones in south Georgia.

Each zone had its own quota of permits.

The season was well accepted by hunters and the public and was considered to be quite successful.

•73 alligators harvested

•40% hunter success rate

•Largest = 11’ 6.5”

•75% = males

•Average length = 8’ 0.5”
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	In 2004, the alligator season was expanded to allow 300 permitted hunters.
Harvest zones increased from 5 to 8 zones in south Georgia.

Each zone will have its own quota of permits with an overall total of 300.
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	Alligators are wild animals and do not make good pets.
It is illegal to feed wild alligators or remove them from their habitat!

Feeding alligators causes them to lose their natural fear of humans.

Alligators that associate food with humans can be very dangerous to people.
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	Contact the Wildlife Resources Division Web Site if you would like more information about wildlife in Georgia.
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