Slide 1—Natural Resources, Working For Wildlife

What are natural resources?  What is DNR?  What does the Wildlife Resources Division do?  Where does the money come from to manage Georgia’s Wildlife?  Today, I will answer these questions and others as we talk about Georgia’s Natural Resources and those people who are “Working for Wildlife.”
Slide 2—Natural Resources: What are they?

Natural resources are naturally occurring materials such as air, soil, water, wildlife and plants that are produced through the earth’s natural processes.  These resources can be either renewable or non-renewable. 
Slide 3—The Georgia Department of Natural Resources

The mission of the Department of Natural Resources is to sustain, enhance, protect and conserve Georgia’s natural, historic and cultural resources for present and future generations, while recognizing the importance of promoting the development of commerce and industry that utilize sound environmental practices. 
Slide 4—DNR Divisions and Programs

The previously stated mission is accomplished through the various divisions of DNR.
Slide 5—Board of Natural Resources

•The Board of Natural Resources oversees the actions and responsibilities of the DNR.
•The DNR board is composed of 18-members representing all the congressional districts.
•The DNR Board:

1. establishes the general policies of the Department of Natural Resources;

2. adopts rules and regulations concerning the environment, game and fish, parks and recreation and coastal resources;

3. conducts appeal hearings on any action taken by DNR;

4. appoints the DNR Commissioner, the Director of the Environmental Protection Division and the Department of Hearings Officers, as well as confirms appointments of directors for the remaining Divisions.

Slide 6—Coastal Resources Division

•The Coastal Resources Division manages resources which are unique to Georgia's coastal areas, such as marine fisheries, coastal marshlands, and sand-sharing system (sand dunes, beaches, and offshore sand bars) 
•Headquartered in Brunswick, Georgia the CRD oversees the management of our marine eco-systems.  

•The Division consists of two sections, Ecological Services and Marine Fisheries.

Slide 7—Environmental Protection Division

The mission of EPD is to help provide Georgia’s citizens with clean air, clean water, healthy lives and productive land by assuring compliance with environmental laws and by assisting others to do their part for a better environment.
Slide 8—State Parks and Historic Sites Division

•Parks, Recreation, and Historic Sites Division manages state parks, historic sites and a scenic trail system; promotes outdoor recreation throughout the state; and increases public awareness and understanding of Georgia’s cultural and natural resources. 
•The mission of the Parks, Recreation and Historic Sites Division is to protect our state’s natural beauty and historic integrity while providing opportunities for public enjoyment and education. 

Slide 9—Pollution Prevention Assistance Division

The Pollution Prevention Assistance Division develops programs and activities to help reduce pollution at the source, and to instill a pollution prevention ethic in Georgia's businesses and citizens. 
Slide 10—Historic Preservation Division

The Historic Preservation Division works in partnership with others to identify, protect and preserve historic and archaeological resources for a better Georgia.

.
Slide 11—Wildlife Resources Division

What does that leave WRD to do?  A lot! We are responsible for protecting, conserving, managing and improving Georgia’s wildlife and freshwater fishery resources; managing and conserving protected/endangered wildlife and plants; administering and conducting the mandatory hunter safety program; regulating the possession and sale of wild animals; and administering and enforcing the Georgia Boat Safety Act and plenty of other stuff!
Slide 12—What Does WRD Do?

The Conservation of wildlife: The wise use of our wildlife Resources 
Management: taking purposeful steps to meet the needs of wildlife and people.

Protection of Animals, plants, and habitats that are declining or facing imminent threats

Enforcement of laws and regulations related to game and fish, endangered and protected species, and other types of wildlife laws.

Education of Georgia’s citizens, both young and old, about the important wildlife resources of our state, to foster wise stewardship, and to promote safe and ethical wildlife-related recreation.

Slide 13—WRD Sections

The Wildlife Resources Division is divided into four sections with specific functions.  However, we all work together for wildlife!
Slide 14—Fisheries Management

Fishing is the most popular wildlife activity in Georgia, enjoyed by over 1.2 million anglers representing every age group.  The Fisheries Section manages and protects the freshwater aquatic habitats that support this valuable recreational activity and improves the quality of fishing whenever possible. 
Slide 15—Game Management

The Game Management Section actively manages wildlife populations, habitats, and public use of these renewable resources.  Specifically, the Section is responsible for wildlife management area operations (approximately 1 million acres), wildlife technical assistance (enhancement and nuisance), formulation of hunting regulations, wildlife education at regional education centers, and wildlife research and survey projects that support these activities directly.
Slide 16—Law Enforcement

The Law Enforcement Section is there to ensure that Georgia’s natural resources will be conserved for our present and future generations. This is accomplished through fair and vigorous enforcement, quality education, and community involvement.  Law Enforcement enforces game and fish laws and regulations to ensure safety, to protect the resource, and to ensure everyone’s fair share.  They are also responsible for Boating Safety Education and Hunter Education in the state.
Slide 17—Nongame Wildlife and Natural Heritage

The Nongame Wildlife & Natural Heritage Section conserves and protects Georgia’s nongame wildlife and plants and their habitats through public education, research, and management. 
Slide 18—Hunting and Fishing

•Hunting, fishing and trapping are a valued part of the cultural heritage of the State of Georgia.  These activities play an essential role in the state’s economy and in funding the state’s management programs for game and nongame species alike, and have also come to play an important and sometimes critical role in the biological management of certain natural communities within the state. 
•The Georgia General Assembly has declared that Georgia citizens have the right to take fish and wildlife, subject to the laws and regulations adopted by the Board of Natural Resources for the public good and general welfare, which laws and regulations should be vigorously enforced.  

•The General Assembly further declared that the state’s wildlife resources should by managed in accordance with sound principles of wildlife management, using appropriate tools, including hunting, fishing, and the taking of wildlife.  

Slide 19—Who Owns Wildlife?

Who owns wildlife?  In essence, we all do.  However, all wildlife is held in trust by the state for the benefit of its citizens. WRD manages wildlife on the behalf of all the citizens of Georgia.  Wildlife belongs to all of us, collectively.  Remember, keep wildlife wild.  Wild animals should not be kept as pets. 
Slide 20—The Importance of Land

A critical role of the Department of Natural Resources is managing natural resources on public lands.  In general, lands managed by the GADNR are either Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs), Public Fishing Areas (PFAs), Natural Areas, State Parks or Historic Sites.
Slide 21—Wildlife Management Areas

•Managed by the Game Management section, there are more than 90 WMAs comprising over one million acres of land 
•Managed for the purposes of wildlife enhancement, hunting, fishing, birdwatching, hiking, camping, and wildlife educational opportunities.

•Management activities are designed to improve habitat for wildlife, especially game species, by actions such as prescribed fire, timber management, and wildlife plantings.  

•Amenities are limited on most WMAs since emphasis is placed on wildlife habitat.

Slide 22—Public Fishing Areas

Provide high quality, easily accessible, and locally available fishing opportunities
Lakes are managed and have strong law enforcement presence

Feature boat ramps, fishing piers and trails, picnic shelters, and clean restrooms. 

Higher catch rates for bream, catfish, and bass 

Slide 23—Natural Ares

Georgia natural areas are properties managed for conservation of rare species and natural communities.  The primary management objective for natural areas is restoration and maintenance of natural species habitat diversity.  Public uses may include hunting, fishing, hiking, boating, picnicking, and wildlife observation, depending on the site’s characteristics.  Access to some natural areas may be limited due to specific protective regulations, remote location, or rugged terrain.
Slide 24—Other Lands

WRD also cooperates on other public lands such as state parks, historic sites, National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, and others to enhance land for wildlife and recreation
Slide 25—Who Pays For Wildlife and Fisheries Management

How does all this get paid for?  This graph show the breakdown of where WRD receives it funding. 
•Fishing and Hunting License Fees/boat registration fees: make up about 41% of the WRD budget.  Every time you buy a license as a hunter or angler, you are help us work for wildlife.

•Federal Funds make up about 30% of our budget.  Much of these funds also come from sportsmen such as hunters and anglers.
•Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration: Is also known as the Pittman-Robertson Act (P.R.), was approved by congress in 1937.  This act provides funding for the selection, restoration, and improvement of wildlife habitat, wildlife management and research, hunter education programs, and for the development and operation of public target ranges.  P.R. funds come from an eleven percent federal excise tax on sporting arms, ammunition, and archery equipment, and a ten percent tax on handguns.  Each state’s proportion of the federal funds is based on the size of the state and the number of licensed hunters in the state.  

•Dingle-Johnson Act: is the anglers equivalent to the Pittman-Robertson Act.  Established in 1950, it taxes fishing equipment at the manufacturers level and also marine fuel.
•State Funds: Annually, about 15% of WRD funds are appropriated by the legislature to be used as a match for federal and other grant funds.  For example, the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act requires that states cover 25% of project costs.

• Other Funding Sources

 

•Nongame Wildlife License Plate: First produced in 1997, this license plate was created to support the Nongame Wildlife & Natural Heritage Section, which uses the proceeds to fund various programs focused on conserving and protecting Georgia’s nongame and endangered wildlife.  There are currently no state funds provided for nongame wildlife conservation, education and recreation programs and these important projects are funded solely through federal grants, direct donations and fundraising initiatives like the nongame wildlife license plate.  Projects funded by this license plate include monitoring the state’s bald eagle population, identifying swallow-tailed kite nests, protecting loggerhead sea turtle nests on coastal beaches and restoring longleaf pine/wiregrass habitat for species such as red cockaded woodpeckers, gopher tortoises and many species of songbirds.  Land has been purchased that has protected critical areas  

•Bobwhite Quail Initiative License Plate:  Developed in 2001, the bobwhite quail initiative license plate supports conservation practices in the Bobwhite Quail Initiative, Georgia’s first and only state funded private lands wildlife habitat incentive program.  The Bobwhite Quail Initiative was implemented to address declining quail populations by establishing quality habitat for quail and other wildlife on lands in east central, central and southwestern Georgia.  This program works to encourage landowners to establish field borders, hedgerows, and other areas that will provide critical habitat for nesting, feeding and cover for quail and other species.

 

State Income Tax Check-Off Program

Created in 1989, the State Income Tax Checkoff provides an easy way for Georgians to donate and support nongame species management and conservation in Georgia.  
 

•NonGovernmental Organizations: Organizations such as Ducks Unlimited, National Wild Turkey Federation, Trout Unlimited, The Nature Conservancy, and others annually contribute a tremendous amount to Georgia’s wildlife management efforts through monetary gifts, equipment and/or land purchases, and volunteer assistance.  Even though their monetary contributions comprise less than 1% of WRD’s overall budget, their assistance and support for WRD’s efforts is invaluable.  Oftentimes their efforts make the difference between being able to do projects for wildlife and not.

 

Slide 26—Working For Wildlife: What Can I Do?

There is much you can do for wildlife too!  You help every time you renew your hunting or fishing license.  Putting a Nongame or a Bobwhite tag helps fund important wildlife projects.  At tax time, you can give to the Wildlife program by checking off on your state tax form.  Volunteer your time for projects at places like the Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center or join a good conservation group to get involved!  There are many ways you can help us work for wildlife….
Slide 27—Want To Know More About Wildlife In Georgia?

Be sure to visit our web site for more information!
