The Digital TV Transition

In a month, on February 17th to be exact, the nation will make the long planned, federally mandated switch from analog to digital television.  Those who watch older television sets that use rabbit ears or have an antenna on the roof will no longer be able to do so unless they get a converter box, buy a new digital TV, or subscribe to cable. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO NOW!
* Call 1-877-DTV 2009 or visit www.dtv2009.gov to get on the new waiting list for a government coupon that will offset the cost of the converter box.

* Have a game plan. As the deadline approaches, if you don’t yet have a coupon – and if your friends or family don’t have a coupon they can give you - you may want to purchase a converter box for your primary TV so that your signal is not interrupted. There are converter boxes that cost as little as $40, and many cost between $40 and $70.

* Get Help from a Local DTV Assistance Center

There are 3 DTV Assistance Centers in Metro Atlanta:

1. Coalition for the Peoples’ Agenda 

– Helen Butler - Helen@atlantadtv2009.com – 404-635-1199
2. Center for Pan American Community Services 

– Julia Lee - Julia@atlantadtv2009.com – 770-936-0969
3. National Black Churches Institute 

– Rev. Carlton Brown – Carlton@atlantadtv2009.com – 404-669-8643

DTV Assistance Centers help members of impacted populations:

1. apply for coupons and add their name to the government’s waiting list for a converter box coupon; 

2. redeem coupons to buy a converter box;

3. try to properly install their converter box.
* Volunteer at a DTV Assistance Center. The Assistance Centers can use your help with phone banking, technical installation, providing transportation, or training community members. Volunteer here – www.atlantadtv2009.com 

If you need help, contact the Atlanta Team at Info@atlantadtv2009.com and stay updated by visiting our website – www.atlantadtv2009.com
